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State  of  New  Jersey,  1 

Depaetment  of  Public  Instruction,  > 

Plainfield,  January  15,  1865.  ) 

To  his  Excellency^  Joel  Parker,   Governor  of  the  State  of  New 

Jersey : 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  the  annual  report  re- 
specting the  condition  of  the  Public  Schools  of  the  State,  as  required 
bj  law. 

Yery  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

C.  M.  HARPJSON, 

State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 


REPORT. 


To  the  Senate  and  General  Assemlly  of  the  State  of  JSfevj  Jersey  : 

In  submitting  the  annual  report  as  required  by  law,  respecting  the 
condition  and  progress  of  public  education,  I  am  happy  that  statistics 
bear  me  testimony  in  the  statement,  that  the  public  schools — the 
nurseries  of  the  future  citizens  of  the  commonwealth — have  rendered 
an  efficient  service  during  the  past  year.  Although  frequent  and  un- 
paralleled demands  have  been  made  upon  the  resources  of  the  State — 
although  large  numbers  of  our  citizens  have  been  called  from  the 
field  and  workshop  to  act  a  part  in  the  fearful  drama  of  war — thus 
withdrawing  from  the  State  its  essential  element  of  prosperity — still, 
in  the  face  of  these  embarrassments,  our  institutions  of  learning,  both 
public  and  private  ,have  never  been  more  liberally  patronised,  nor 
more  generally  prosperous.  Notwithstanding  the  unusual  taxation, 
the  high  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  and  the  depressing  influences 
consequent  upon  civil  warfare,  the  masses  have  evinced,  to  a  degree 
unnoticeable  before,  an  unshaken  belief  in  the  school — the  common 
school — as  an  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the  diffusion  of  that  sound 
and  useful  knowledge  among  the  people,  which,  used  as  a  virtue  and 
power,  triumphs  over  the  elements,  and,  subservient  to  the  purposes 
of  Providence  in  modifying  the  curse  pronounced  against  the  race, 
lifts  the  burden  of  labor  from  the  shoulders  of  man,  and  causes  na- 
tures forces  to  become  his  servant. 

There  is  that  in  this  disposition  of  public  sentiment,  which  is  highly 
encouraging.  We  are  preparing  for  the  inauguration  of  a  better  order 
of  things  ;  and  before  the  lapse  of  many  years  we  shall  be  able, 
through  the  active  co-operation  of  all  classes  of  citizens,  to  adopt 
liberal  measures  which  shall  have  for  their  object  the  elevation  of  the 
standard  of  public  education.  Indeed,  I  find  the  impression  general 
in  all  parts  of  the  State,  that  the  system  of  public  instruction  is  yet 
crude  and  imperfect ;  and  I  am  confident  from  the  many  demands 
made  upon  me  to  urge  the  adoption  of  certain  measures,  that  the 
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legislators  of  the  State  would  render  an  aceeptable  service  by  making 
such  modifications  of  the  school  laws,  as,  in  obedience  to  the  voice  of 
the  people,  I  shall  advocate. 

The  statistics  which  have  been  compiled  from  the  information  fur- 
nished by  town  superintendents  show  that  the  people  in  the  great 
majority  of  the  townships  of  the  State  are  alive  to  their  educational 
interests.  There  has  been  expended  during  the  present  year  a 
greater  amount  of  money  than  during  any  preceding  year  since  the 
organization  of  the  school  system  of  the  State.  The  total  amount  of 
money  raised  by  tax  for  the  year  1864,  is  $427,067.23— that  of  last 
year  iDeing  403,190.71.  An  accurate  statement  of  the  expenditures 
for  the  year  1864  may  be  thus  made: 

Eaised  by  tax  for  support  of  public  schools $427,067  23  ^ 

Amount  received  from  State 80,000  00 

Amount  received  from  other  sources 51,281  32 

Amount  raised  for  building,  repairing,  etc 55,531  27 

Appropriated  to  support  of  Normal  school 10,000  00 

Appropriated  to  support  of  Farnum  Preparatory  School 

at  Beverly 1,200  00 

Appropriated  for  puchase  of  Guyot's  maps 12,000  00 

Making  the  total   expenditure    for   purposes   of   public 

education 637,079  82 

Total  expenditure  for  1863 617,166  10 

Increase  of  expenditure  for  J  864 ]  9,913  72 

It  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  tabular  statement  which  is  ap- 
pended that  $87,600.08  is  reported  as  having  been  received  from  the 
State,  whereas  the  State  appropriates  $80,000.00  only.  This  discre- 
pancy results  from  the  following  cause :  A  number  of  town  superin- 
tendents, notwithstanding  my  caution,  reported  the  amount  of  money 
"received  from  State"  and  "from  other  sources"  in  one  sum,  not 
discriminating  between  "amount  received  from  State,"  and  "amount 
received  from  other  sources."  Of  the  whole  amount  reported,  viz. 
$87,600.08,  it  may  be  safely  assumed  that  $7,600.08  should  be  added 
to  the  amount  embraced  under  the  caption,  "received  from  other 
sources."  Adding  this  as  we  properly  should,  to  $51,281.32  we 
have  $58,881.40  as  the  "  amount  received  from  other  sources."  In 
this  view,  the  total  expenditure  by  the  State  for  the  purposes  of  pub- 
lic education,  becomes  $644,679.90. 

The  number  of  children  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years  reported  for  the  year  1864,  is  198,767.  Of  these  149,672 
have  attended  the  public  schools  for  a  part  or  whole  of  the  year.  Ac- 
cording to  the  reports  transmitted  there  are  1,478  school  districts  in 
the  State,  and  1552  regularly  organized  public  schools — or,  in  other 
words,  there  are  1552  school-buildings  owned  by  the  districts  in 
which  they  are  situated.  If  reports  had  been  received  from  every 
district  in  the  State,  these  numbers  would  be  somewhat  larger  than 
here  reported.  The  average  daily  attendance  upon  the  schools  has 
been  52,087.  The  number  of  public  schools  kept  open  for  the  year 
is  971.  Only  eleven  new  schools  have  been  established  during  the 
year. 
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Reports  from  Counties. 

The  interest  in  the  cause  of  public  education  is  generally  deter- 
mined by  reference  to  the  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  school 
purposes.  As  a  general  rule  this  is  correct,  though,  of  course,  like  all 
others,  it  has  it  exceptions.  In  order,  then,  to  make  an  exhibit  of  the 
progress  of  public  education  in  the  different  counties,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  refer  to  the  amount  raised  in  the  Counties  for  school  purposes, 
and  to  compare  the  same  with  the  amount  raised  last  year.  In  the 
subjoined  statement,  the  amount  received  from  the  State  is  not  included. 

Atlantic  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax, $6,396  00 

"        received  from  other  sources 1,880  00 

"        raised  for  repairing,  building  &c 3,498  00 

$11,774,00 
1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax  for  school  purposes $7,360  00 

"        received  from  other  sources 1,025  00 

"        raised  in  addition  for  repairing  &c 1,180  00 

Total $9,665  00 

Decrease  in  appropriation, $2,209,00 

It  is  proper  to  note,  in  this  connection,  that  a  larger  amount  was 
raised  by  tax  in  1864,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  schools  in  opera- 
tion, than  in  1863. 

Bergen  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $7,366  17 

"       received  from  other  sources 5,590  80 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building  &c 898  22 

Total $13,855  19 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $7,999  64 

."       received  from  other  sources 4,075  37 

"       raised  by  tax  for  building  &c 1,004  78 

Total $13,079  79 

Decrease  of  appropriation  for  1864 $775  40 
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Burlington  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  bj  tax, $21,623  09 

"       received  from  other  source 8,880  73 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building  &c 2,100  00 

Total $32,603  81 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $21,423  57 

"       received  from  other  sources 4,727  66 

"      raised  for  building  &c 1,270  CO 


Total $27,421  13 

Decrease^of  appropriation $5,182  68 

Camden  Countt. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $25,049  71 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,087  81 

"       raised  for  building,  repairing,  &c 9,600  00 

Total $36,737  52 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $21,575  18 

"       received  from  other  sources 18,923  06 

"       raised  for  building,  repairing,  &c 17,879  49 

Total $58,377  73 

Increase  of  appropriation  of  1864,  over  that  of  1863 $21,640  21 

Cape  May  County, 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $4,931  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 609  85 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 25  00 

Total $5,565  85 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $6,190  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 412  45 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 800  00 

Total $7,402  45 

Increase  of  appropriation  for  1864 $1,836  60 
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Cumberland  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $14,150  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,362  81 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,600  00 

Total $18,112  81 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $11,350  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,200  29 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 225  00 

Total $13,775  29 

Decrease  in  appropriation $4,337  52 

Essex  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $77,066  50 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,644  00 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c... 7,900  00 

Total $87,610  50 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $77,499  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,980  70 

"       raised  in  addition 7,300  00 


Total $87,779  70 

Increase  of  appropriation  for  1864 $169  20 

The  public  schools  of  this  county  are  in  a  most  flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  schools  of  the  city  of  Newark,  and  of  the  towns  clustering 
around  it,  are  well  conducted.     The  cause  is  progressing  in  Essex. 

Gloucester  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $7,294  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 1,207  88 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 775  00 


Total $9,276  88 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $8,630  48 

"       received  from  State 682  46 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 2,025  00 


Total..... $11,337  94 


Increase  of  appropriation  for  1864 $2,061  06 
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Hudson  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $43,103  75 

"       received  from  other  sources G82  00 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 8,914:  00 

Total $52,729  75 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $54,386  81 

"       received  from  other  sources 1.592  51 

"      raised  in  addition 10,720  00 

Total $66,699  32 

Increase  of  appropriation  for  1864 $13,969  57 

I  cannot  withhold  a  few  remarks  respectinor  tbe  progress  that  is 
making  in  this  county.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  I  am 
satisfied  that  in  educational  matters  Hudson  is  the  banner  county  of 
the  State.  The  town  superintendents  and  examiners  meet  monthly 
to  examine  teachers,  and  none  are  permitted  to  teach  without  a 
license.  Teachers,  too,  are  required  to  renew  their  licenses  yearly, 
and,  as  a  consequence,  Hudson  county  has  to-day  a  corps  of  excellent 
teachers. 

Hunterdon  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax , $13,362  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 8,456  08 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 875  00 

Total $22,693  08 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $14,137  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 4,706  98 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 480  00 

Total $19,323  98 

Decrease  in  appropriation $3,369  10 

Mercer  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $24,579  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 1,771  21 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,747  00 

Total $28,097  21 
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1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $26,958  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 1,409  57 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 6,125  00 

Total $34,492  57 

Increase  of  appropriation $6,395  36- 

Middlesex  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $21,587  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 3,054  31 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 60  00 

Total $24,701  31 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $24,138  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 1,285  08 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c - 1,510  00 

Total $26,933  08 

Increase  in  appropriation $2,231  77 

Monmouth  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $28,400  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 5,974  44 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 

Total $34,374  44 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $28,924  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 2,182  43 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 

Total $31,106  4a 

Decrease  in  appropriation $3,268  01 

MoEKis  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $18,542  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 5,123  05 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,068  25 

Total $24,733  30 
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1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $14,552  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 3,758  88 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c TOO  00 

Total $18,010  88 

Decrease  in  appropriation : $6,722  43 

Ocean  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $5,206  34 

"      received  from  other  sources 1,017  31 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building 

Total..... $6,223  65 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $2,700  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 24  00 

"      raised  in  addition 30  00 

Total $2,754  00 

Decrease  in  appropriation $3,469  65 

Passaic  Cotjntt. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $17,523  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 1,217  75 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c ; 

Total $18,740  75 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $22,400  00 

"      received  from  other  sources 650  00 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 

Total $23,050  00 

Increase  of  appropriation 4,309  25 

Salem  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax 7,336  06 

"      received  from  other  sources 5,691  00 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 

Total $12,027  06 
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1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $7,481  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,710  54 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,030  00 

Total $11,221  54 

Decrease  in  appropriation $805  52 

Somerset  Cotintt. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $11,252  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 6,313  49 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,250,  00 

Total $18,815  49 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $12,161  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,468  50 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 825  00 

Total $15,454  50 

Decrease  in  appropriation $3,360  99 

Sussex  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax |10,906  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 11,095  74 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 640  00 

Total $22,641  74 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $10,419  55 

"       received  from  other  sourceg 3,428  17 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 1,049  00 

Total $14,89-6  72 

Decrease  in  appropriation $7,745  02 

Union  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $19,957  09 

"       received  from  other  sources 2,301  49 

"       raised  in  addition,  for  building,  &c 203  00 

Total $22,561  5S 


U  SCHOOL  EEPORT. 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $27,982  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 1,560  00 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 523  00 


Total $30,065  00 

Increase  of  appropriation ,    $7,503  42 

Waeken  County. 

1863. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $17,560  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 3,218  46 

"       raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 410  00 

Total $21,188  46 

1864. 

Amount  raised  by  tax $18,800  00 

"       received  from  other  sources 477  77 

"      raised  in  addition  for  building,  &c 855  00 

Total $20,132  77 


Decrease  in  appropriation $1,055  69 

The  foregoing  statements  are  well  worthy  of  examination.  In 
many  counties  where  there  is  a  decrease  in  appropriations,  it  will  be 
observed  that  there  is  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the  amount  raised 
for  building,  repairing  &c.  As  there  were  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
(113)  new  schools  established  during  the  year  1863,  and  only  eleven 
(11)  during  1864,  it  is  evident  that  a  less  sum  of  money  was  required 
for  building  purposes  during  the  last  named  year.  A  greater  amount 
of  money  has  therefore  been  expended  during  the  past  year  for  the 
purpose  of  affording  the  children  of  the  State  facilities  for  learning, 
than  ever  before. 

The  people  of  the  State  desire  good  schools.  This  fact  is  well  at- 
tested by  the  exhibit  which  has  been  made.  It  should  be  the  object 
of  legislation  to  foster  the  enterprising  spirit  which  is  abroad  in  the 
State,  by  affording  every  possible  facility  for  the  establishment  of  good 
schools. 

THE   SYSTEM   OF   COMMON   SCHOOLS. 

By  means  of  visitation,  I  have  gained  much  important  information 
relative  to  what  are  known  as  district  or  common  schools.  My  inter- 
course with  the  people  has  been  as  extended  as  I  could  well  afford  ; 
and,  though  I  have  not  visited  many  sections  at  all,  yet  through  let- 
ters of  inquiry,  I  have  ascertained  that  the  condition  of  the  above- 
named  schools  is  much  the  same  throughout  the  State. 
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That  these  seliools  are  highly  prized  as  a  means  to  the  acquisition 
of  a  common  education  is  a  fact  which  my  intercourse  and  inquiries 
have  verified  ;  but  that  the  people  are  satified  with  them  is  very  far 
from  expressing  the  actual  state  of  public  feeling.  In  view  of  certain 
failures,  the  impression  has  become  general  that  something  should  be 
done  for  the  purpose  of  improving  them.  Though  a  variety  of  mea- 
sures is  proposed  as  needful  to  effect  the  desired  object,  still,  through 
this  diversity  of  opinion,  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  willingness  to 
appropriate  means,  and  to  sustain  such  a  measure  or  measures  as  will 
bring  our  schools  clearly  within  the  pale  of  system  and  uniformity  ; 
and  thereby  harmonize  the  discordant  parts  of  what  we  term  a 
system  of  public  instruction. 

A  brief  examination  of  the  duties  and  powers  of  those  appointed  as 
officers  under  the  school  laws  will  clearly  develop  the  lamentable 
fact,  that  our  schools  are  organized  upon  independent  bases,  and  con- 
ducted without  supervision.  AVhat  influence  can  examiners  and  visi- 
tors exert,  in  our  largest  and  thinly  populated  counties,  when  the 
law  demands  a  limited  service  only,  and  provides  inadequate  compen- 
sation therefor  ?  What,  too,  can  be  expected  from  the  supervisory 
action  of  town  superintendents  and  trustees,  who  are  invariably 
engaged  actively  in  business  pursuits,  and  who  are  not  close  observers 
of  the  workings  of  the  public  school  system  ?  The  quarterly  visits  of 
town  superintendents  may  be  productive  of  good  ;  but  it  is  rarely, 
if  ever,  the  case  that  these  visits  are  so  prolonged  as  to  reveal  the 
defects  in  the  management  of  schools,  much  less  to  remedy  them. 
Our  schools  are  therefore  left  almost  exclusively  to  the  management 
of  the  teachers  engaged  in  them.  As  might  be  expected,  each  school 
is  distinct  in  itself ;  diflering  from  others  in  its  mode  of  school  gov- 
ernment, its  course  of  study,  and  its  methods  of  instruction.  This 
might  be  well  enough,  provided  all  the  teachers  engaged  in  the  work 
of  instruction  were  qualified  to  decide  upon  the  necessities  of  our 
schools.  This  however  is  not  frequently  the  case;  for  it  is  well 
known  that  the  instructors  in  a  majority  of  the  schools  of  the  rural 
districts  are  young  and  inexperienced,  and  do  not,  when  engaging  in 
the  work,  carry  with  them  sufficient  professional  knowledge  to  enable 
them  to  decide  upon  and  put  in  practice  those  regulations  upon  which 
the  life  of  the  school  depends.  Herein  is  explained  the  prime  cause  of 
the  partial  failure  of  a  number  of  district  schools.  They  are  left  to 
the  direction  of  young  teachers,  and  a  system  of  supervision  not  being 
provided  they  fail  to  accomplish  the  purposes  for  which  they  were 
designed.  What  can  be  expected  from  our  schools,  if  we  abandon 
them  to  the  control  of  the  young  and  inexperienced  ?  If  teaching  be 
not  a  profession ;  if  the  human  faculties  unfold  themselves  in  strength 
and  harmony  under  empirical  methods ;  and  if  it  be  immaterial  what 
course  of  study  be  pursued,  and  what  mode  of  school  government  be 
adopted,  then  indeed  we  may  rest  content  with  the  character  of  our 
schools  and  teachers ;  for,  upon  such  hypotheses,  the  less  we  have  of 
system,  the  better  will  it  subserve  the  interests  of  those  who  are  the 
recipients  of  instruction.  But  all  intelligent  thinkers  have  at  last 
reached  the  common  conclusion  that  the  domain  of  true  education  em- 
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braces  in  its  scope  the  threefold  nature  of  man  ;  that  the  various  facul- 
ties develop  in  accordance  with  fixed  laws ;  and  that,  further,  there  is 
a. natural  order  in  the  evolution  of  these  faculties.  Here  is  a  truth 
established  by  mental  science,  and  a  moment's  consideration  of  it 
leads  inevitably  to  another  conclusion,  viz. :  that  the  methods  of  in- 
struction should  be  the  practical  amplification  of  the  law  that  presides 
over  the  unfolding  of  the  various  faculties.  The  work  of  instruction, 
therefore,  cannot  consist  of  the  dailj  experimenting  of  those  assigned 
to  the  task  of  teaching ;  and  the  course  of  study  cannot  be  such  as 
their  tastes  alone  may  dictate.  On  the  contrary,  their  methods  of  in- 
struction must  be  in  harmony  with  the  nature  of  childhood,  in  order 
to  stimulate  the  various  faculties  to  simultaneous  and  equal  growth  ; 
and  the  course  of  study  should  be  determined  with  the  view  of  arm- 
ing the  pupil  with  those  truths  and  formulae  which  will  be  serviceable 
to  him  as  a  citizen,  patriot,  and  christian.  The  methods  of  instruc- 
tion should  consequently  be  such  as  will  conduce  to  the  logical  de- 
velopment of  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  they  should  be  most  rigid 
and  exhaustive  when  they  become  the  vehicle  of  imparting  those 
truths  which  the  pupil  is  frequently  required  to  reproduce,  and  which 
form  the  basis  of  that  knowledge  which  is  daily  called  into  requisition 
in  all  the  various  pursuits  of  life. 

The  failure  of  so  many  schools  in  satisfying  the  reasonable  expecta- 
tions of  parents,  is  attributable  in  a  great  measure  to  the  fact  that  the 
instructors  do  not  recognize  the  principles  upon  which  schools  should 
be  organized  and  conducted.  These  principles  are  not  known  and  ap- 
plied because  the  means  for  their  dissemination  are  imperfect.  A  sys- 
tem of  supervision,  such  as  our  schools  demand,  and  such  as  has  been 
secured  to  many  of  the  States,  through  the  provision  of  their  school 
laws,  should  provide  not  only  for  the  frequent  inspection  of  the  schools, 
but  also  provide  exercises  for  teachers  which  they  should  be  required 
to  attend,  the  object  of  which  should  be  to  render  them  more  profes- 
sional, and  to  perfect  their  knowledge  of  those  branches  in  which 
they  desire  special  instruction. 

The  evil  efiects  consequent  upon  the  operations  of  our  scheme  of 
supervision  manifest  themselves  more  palpably  in  the  rural  districts 
than  elsewhere.  It  is  rare  indeed  that  the  schools  of  the  same  town- 
ships employ  the  same  methods  of  instruction  and  discipline ;  and  th& 
text  books  in  use  are  seemingly  a  collection  from  all  the  difierent  aeries 
tiiat  have  ever  issued  from  the  press.  Then,  too,  many  schools  are 
Ioo&pIt  and  irregularly  classified ;  and  the  teachers,  by  an  endeavor  to 
do  equal  justice  to  all,  cannot,  at  best,  appropriate  more  than  the  small 
fraction  of  an  hour  to  each  pupil  during  the  day.  If  parents  would 
earnestly  consider  this  matter  I  am  satisfied  they  would  become  the 
earnest  advocates  of  reform.  Parents  generally  are  unwilling  that 
their  children  should  sit  the  livelong  day  upon  uncomfortable  seats, 
breathing  a  heated  and  vitiated  atmosphere,  for  the  poor  privilege  of 
a  few  minutes  recitation  in  Grammar,  Geography  and  Arithmetic. 
They  should  consider  that  the  efliciency  of  our  schools  depends  in 
part  upon  the  judicious  classification  made  of  the  pupils  attending 
them  ;  and  that  in  general  the  degree  of  usefulness  of  the  public  schools 
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of  tlie  State,  can  be  determined  by  a  reference  to  the  system  upon 
which  they  are  graded  and  classified.  The  schools  of  the  larger  towns 
and  cities  are  generally  graded  and  classified  well.  These  schools  have 
been  officered  by  professional  teachers ;  but  in  the  rural  districts, 
where  it  frequently  happens  that  a  change  of  teachers  is  made  every 
quarter  the  schools  are  at  best  but  loosely  organized.  The  classes  are 
rearranged  with  the  induction  of  each  new  teacher  ;  text  books,  too,  are 
often  changed ;  and  in  the  overturning  and  rearranging  process,  but 
little  substantial  progress  is  made.  Indeed,  schools  which  are  thu& 
trifled  with  by  trustees  and  teachers,  are  never  really  organized ;  but 
rather  always  organizing,  and  drifting  on,  Micawber  like,  "  waiting' 
for  something  to  turn  up,''  or  for  somebody  to  turn  them  up.  Parents, 
cannot  reasonably  expect  that  their  children  will  "  learn  to  read,  write 
and  cipher,"  in  such  schools  ;  for  between  being  turned  back,  and  being- 
turned  forward,  the  pupils  will  become  totally  discomfited  by  the 
futility  of  what  to  them  may  be  really  honest  labor. 

If  other  evidence  were  wanting  of  the  impotency  of  our  school  sys- 
tem, it  would  be  found  in  the  comparatively  few  union  or  graded 
schools  in  the  State.  In  many  thriving  villages,  where  the  people  are 
desirous  of  having  good  schools  and  where  enough  is  appropriated 
yearly  to  secure  them,  several  schools  are  established  instead  of  a  cen- 
tral union  school.  In  each  of  these  a  similar  classification  of 
pupils  is  made,  and  the  teachers  employed  are  compelled  to  instruct 
from  twenty  to  twenty-five  classes  ranging  from  the  primary  to  the 
academic.  The  time  appropriated  to  each  class  is  limited  ;  and  the 
pupils'  progress  is  undoubtedly  a  source  of  more  dissatisfaction  to  the 
teachers  than  it  is  to  the  parents.  A  union  school  on  the  contrary, 
containing  a  number  of  graded  classes,  would  aftbrd  the  instructor  of 
each,  the  opportunity  to  appropriate  the  hours  of  school  to  one  class, 
instead  of  several,  and  it  is  patent  to  everyone,  that,  under  such  cir- 
cumsta;ices,  the  proficiency  of  the  pupil,  would  be  greater.  People, 
if  they  desire  such  schools,  cannot  hope  to  have  them  established  at 
their  doors.  Our  larger  villages  can  support  one  central  school^ 
which  will  greatly  advance  their  educational  interests  ;  or,  as  an  alter- 
native, they  can  establish  two  or  more  ungraded  schools,  which,  at 
best,  cannot  be  made  to  meet  their  wants.  I  repeat,  it  is  unfortun- 
ate that  we  have  not  more  graded  schools,  and  that  we  have  not,  is 
clearly  an  evidence  that  our  scheme  of  public  education  is  defective, 
If  the  school  laws  had  required  the  appointment  of  local  school  offi- 
cers, and  provided  a  just  compensation  for  their  services,  thus  identify- 
ing their  hopes  and  interests  with  the  progress  of  public  education, 
the  truths  of  which  I  have  spoken,  respecting  the  advantages  of  tho- 
rough instruction,  and  of  graded  schools,  would  have  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  our  people  ;  and  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that 
they  would  have  been  ready  at  all  times  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
were  indispensable  to  the  successful  operation  of  their  schools. 

In  whatever  aspect  we  view  our  system  of  public  instruction,  it  be- 
comes manifest  that  its  defects  are  the  direct  fruits  of  an  impossible 
system  of  supervision  created  by  the  school  laws,  while  the  excellen- 
cies of  a  portion  of  the  rural  schools  are  due  to  the  action  of  zealous 
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town  saperintendents,  aided  by  those  earnest  and  devoted  teacliers, 
who  labor  with  professional  skill,  and  who  give  their  untiring  eftorts 
to  the  promotion  of  the  highest  interests  of  the  little  ones  committed 
to  their  care.  It  were  an  act  of  gross  injustice,  should  I  neglect  to 
acknowledge  the  valuable  services  rendered  by  these  teachers  ;  for  it 
is  to  their  zeal  and  influence  that  we  are  indebted  for  good  schools, 
and  for  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in 
many  localities.  The  State  is  clearly  their  debtor ;  for  they  have 
given  more  than  they  have  received.  They  have  blessed  successive 
generations  with  the  earnest  labor  of  minds  enriched  by  culture,  and 
ennobled  by  the  love  of  that  work  vdiich  seeks,  pre-eminentl^y,  the 
good  of  others. 

The  consideration  of  the  foregoing  facts  relative  to  the  public 
schools  of  the  rural  districts  naturally  suggests  this  question:  What 
measure  can  the  State  adopt  whereby  to  improve  their  condition,  and 
render  them  powerful  in  conferring  upon  our  future  citizens  the  in- 
estimable blessings  of  true  education  ?  Clearly  by  the  reorganization 
of  them  in  accordance  with  those  principles  of  school  government 
which  have  established  themselves  during  the  progress  of  centuries  of 
toil,  experiment,  and  research.  Experience  has  taught  us  that  this 
can  be  effected  only  through  the  agency  of  local  oflicers,  whose  duty 
should  be  to  devote  all  their  time  to  the  supervision  of  the  schools  of 
their  respective  districts,  to  act  in  connection  with  boards  of  examiners 
in  examining  and  licensing  suitable  persons  as  teachers,  and  to  in- 
struct them  at  stated  times  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  teachers  pro- 
fession. Conferring  upon  such  oflicers  the  power  to  revoke  teachers' 
licences  as  a  forfeiture  for  malfeasance  of  office,  for  failure  in  main- 
taining discipline,  or  for  the  exhibition  of  a  manifest  lack  of  skill  in 
imparting  information,  we  should  thereby  secure  to  our  schools  a 
corps  of  active  and  capable  teachers ;  and  by  the  influence  which  such 
officers  would  exert  in  their  respective  districts,  both  upon  teachers 
and  communities,  we  might  reasonably  expect  an  increased  interest  in 
the  cause  of  popular  education,  the  erection  of  better  school  buildings, 
and,  in  general,  a  system  of  schools  characterised  by  uniformity  and 
efficiency  in  all  its  ramifications,  and  subserving,  in  full  degree,  the 
enduring  interests  of  our  commonwealth  and  nation. 

And  why  should  not  the  schools  of  the  rural  districts  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages which  accrue  from  a  judicious  system  of  superintendence  1 
From  what  can  we  draw  the  inference  that  the  patrons  of  these  schools 
hold  the  welfare  of  their  little  ones  secondary  to  the  gratification  of 
a  sordid  desire  for  the  accumulation  of  wealth  ?  To  assume  the  exis- 
tence of  sucli'a  state  of  public  sentiment  would  indeed  be  a  direct  in- 
sult to  the  good  sense  and  intelligence  of  our  people.  As  remarked 
before,  I  believe  the  great  majority  are  desirous  of  having  good  schools, 
and  I  believe,  further,  that  they  would  hail  as  auspicious  the  inaugu- 
ration of  anew  and  more  liberal  educational  policy.  That  the  de- 
mands for  reform  would  be,  to  a  great  degree,  satisfied  by  the  measures, 
the  adoption  of  which  I  advocate,  is  assured  by  the  experiments  and  ex- 
periences of  those  states,  which,  for  a  number  of  years,  have  had  the 
system  of  supervision  recommended  in  actual  operation  ;  and  extend- 
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ing  in  its  scope  to  every  school  district  within  their  bounds.  If  further 
evidence  were  required,  demonstrating  the  entire  efficacy  of  such  a 
system,  would  it  not  be  furnished  by  the  action  of  boards  of  education 
in  many  cities  of  our  own  State  ?  The  City  of  Newark,  for  instance, 
for  several  je^rs  past  has  had  an  officer  employed,  denominated  City 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  who  devotes  all  liis  time  to  the  su- 
pervision of  the  schools  under  the  direction  of  the  board.  The  result 
has  been  all  that  the  most  sanguine  friends  of  the  measure  hoped. 
The  public  schools  never  were  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition  than 
they  are  to-day.  The  same  encouraging  results  haev  attended  the  adop- 
tion of  the  same  measure  in  the  cities  of  Trenton,  Paterson,  and  New- 
Brunswick,  in  each  of  which  the  public  schools  have  been  under  the 
direction  of  a  supervisor  appointed  by  the  respective  boards  of 
education.  May  we  not  infer  from  the  disposition  of  public  sentiment 
already  alluded  to,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  rural  districts,  who  are 
compelled  to  rely  upon  the  legislature  for  action,  are  ready,  aye,  anxious, 
for  the  inauguration  of  a  similar  sj'^stem?  They  have  alwa^^s  proven 
themseh^es  the  staunch  and  earnest  supporters  of  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  there  need  be  no  hesitation  upon  the  part  of  legislators  in 
so  shaping  the  educational  polic}^  of  the  state  as  to  infuse  more  of  life 
and  vigor  into  our  schools  of  all  grades. 

To  deal  practicall}'-  with  a  practical  subject,  permit  me  to  subjoin  in 
a  brief  manner  what  in  my  opinion  should  form  the  duties  and  respon- 
sibilities of  count}^  superintendents  whose  appointment  I  recommend  : 

1.  The  county  superintendent  should  be  required  to  visit  the  pub- 
lic schools  in  his  county  during  every  quarter  as  often  as  other  duties 
will  permit,  and  to  give  teachers  and  trustees  such  aid  and  counsel 
as  may  be  desired. 

2.  To  distribute  such  laws,  instructions,  and  reports  as  may  be 
received  from  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  among  the 
trustees  of  the  several  districts  of  his  county,  and  to  transmit  annually 
to  the  said  State  Superintendent  a  report  containing  such  items  of  in- 
formation as  may  be  demanded. 

3.  To  act  with  county  examiners  in  the  examining  of  teachers. 

4.  To  assist  in  conducting  all  teachers'  institutes  which  may  be 
called  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled,  "An  Act 
to  establish  Teachers'  Institutes." 

6.  To  keep  on  file  the  reports  transmitted  b_y  the  trustees  of  the 
several  districts,  and  to  transmit  annually  to  the  board  of  chosen  free- 
holders such  information  as  may  be  deemed  essential  to  the  just  and 
equal  apportionment  of  the  school  moneys. 

6.  To  organize  normal  classes  for  teachers  in  the  several  townships 
of  his  county,  provide  a  course  of  study  for  the  same,  and  appoint  the 
more  experienced  teachers  to  act  as  instructors  in  his  absence. 

7.  The  county  superintendents  should  also  be  required  to  meet 
semi-annually  to  discuss  matters  relating  to  public  education,  and  to 
avail  themselves  of  each  others'  experience. 

By  the  appointment  of  county  superintendents  the  office  of  town 
superintendent  would  be  necessarily  abolished.  While  many  of  the 
town  superintendents  have  proven  themselves  valuable  officers,  many 
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others  admit,  that,  owing  to  the  press  of  business,  they  are  unable  to 
bestow  either  time  or  labor  to  the  cause  of  public  instruction.  In- 
deed many,  for  this  reason,  never  visit  the  schools  as  they  are  requir- 
ed to  do  by  the  provisions  of  the  school  laws,  and  are  therefore  un- 
able to  transmit  an  accurate  report  to  the  State  Superintendent. 
Many,  too,  frankly  admit  that  they  neglect  the  examining  and  licens- 
ing of'teachers ;  or  conduct  the  examination  in  a  loose  and  irregular 
manner.  Teachers  are  frequently  licensed  upon  the  mere  recommen- 
dation of  irresponsible  parties,  without  going  through  even  the  form 
of  an  examination.  As  a  consequence,  many  incompetent  persons  en- 
ter the  teacher's  profession,  and  the  result  is  the  weakening  of  con- 
fidence in  the  public  school  itself.  According  to  the  reports  trans- 
mitted me,  there  are  two  hundred  and  seven  (207)  teachers  engaged 
in  the  work  of  instruction  who,  it  is  known,  are  not  possessed  of  a 
certificate  of  license.  These  things  are  just  what  might  be  expected 
under  the  circumstances.  Men  cannot  be  urged  to  devote  their  time 
and  energies  to  a  task  for  which  they  receive  no  compensation.  The 
idea  of  securing  gratuitous  labor  in  the  field  of  education  might  as 
well  be  abandoned  ;  for  it  has  been  faithfully  tried  and  found  Avant- 

ing. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  the  hope  that  the  sub- 
ject, as  herein  presented,  will  be  earnestly  considered  by  the  legislators 
of  tiie  State,  and  by  the  friends  of  public  education  everywhere.  I 
consider  it  a  question  of  vital  importance,  because  so  closely  connected 
with  the  enduring  interests  of  every  class  of  citizens.  The  sole  ob- 
ject for  which  I  am  laboring,  and  for  which  I  have  given  expression 
to  the  foregoing  views,  is  the  elevation  of  the  standard  of  public  edu- 
cation. Not  that  I  advocate  the  strengthening  and  expansion  of  our 
school  system,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  pupils  of^  our  public 
schools  to  make  more  extended  acquisitions  in  the  sciences ;  but 
rather  that  the  course  of  study  in  these  schools  may  be  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  w^ants  of  the  children  attending  them  ;  that  the 
methods  of  instruction  may  be  made  more  thorough  and  philosophi- 
cal;  and  that  the/wr^s  of  the  school  may  be  rendered  conducive  to 
the 'cultivation  of  all  the  graces  and  virtues  that  can  ripen  only  under 
the  influences  of  an  advancing  civilization. 

The  great  Avant  of  a  government  such  as  ours,  is  an  educated  citi- 
zenship. The  life  of  a  nation  like  our  own  has  its  mainspring  in  the 
spirit,  patriotism,  and  intelligence  of  those  for  whom  it  was  establish- 
ed, and  by  whom  it  is  controlled.  Intelligence  is  not  the  only  desid- 
eraticjn;  for  of  itself  it  can  neither  purify  and  ennoble  the  character 
of  the  people,  nor  give  stability  to  the  government.  It  is  indeed  life 
and  power  when  it  goes  forth  hand  in  hand  with  virtue,  consummat- 
ing the  glorious  purposes  which  were  decreed  "  before  the  everlasting 
hiFls  were  brought  forth."  The  demands  of  a  nation,  therefore,  whose 
government  is  the  people's,  is  the  general  propagation  of  truth  with 
the  view  of  vitalizing  the  allied  forces  of  the  mental  and  moral  ca- 
pacities of  each  citizen.  It  is  this  highest  type  of  all  education  that 
gives  the  nation  its  Christian  patriots,  who  realize  all  the  varied  obli- 
gations of  citizenship,  and,  who,  subordinating  the  individual  to  the 
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national  life,  contribute  to  the  purity  and  permanence  of  the  national- 
ity. 

TEAOnEES  INSTITUTES. 

During  the  year  ISGi,  institutes  have  been  held  in  the  following 
counties : 

In  Essex  during  the  week,  commencing  March  1864. 

In  Cumberland  during  the  week  commencing  May  30tb,  18  64 

In  Gloucester  during  the  week  commencing  August  1st,  1864. 

In  Salem  during  the  week  commencing  August  15th,  1864. 

In  Somerset  during  the  week  commencing  August  29tb,  1864, 

In  Cape  May  during  tlie  week  commencing  August  29th,  1864. 

In  Sussex  during  the  week  commencing  September  5th,  1864. 

In  Bergen  during  the  week  commencing  October  10th,  1864. 

In  Hunterdon  during  tlie  week  commencing  October  17th,  1864. 

In  Hudson  during  the  week  commencing  November  14th,  1864. 

In  Atlantic  during  the  week  commencing  December  12th  1864. 

I  have  engaged  in  the  work  of  instruction  among  the  institutes  with 
but  few  exceptions,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  make  them  as  far  as 
practicable,  the  means  of  "  teaching  teachers  how  to  teach."  In  other 
words,  the  instruction  given  has  been  upon  the  methods  of  teaching 
those  branches  which  make  up  the  curricuUim  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  State. 

The  attendance  has  not  been  as  large  as  I  confidentlj^  hoped  it 
would  be.  With  the  exception,  however,  of  the  counties  of  Cape 
May,  Salem,  and  Atlantic,  there  have  been  enrolled  at  each  institute, 
from  fort}'  to  one  hundred  names  of  teachers,  who  have  been  in  actual 
attendance  upon  a  part  or  whole  of  the  institute  exercises.  Although 
I  have  been  unable  to  secure  the  proceedings  in  full  of  all  the  insti- 
tutes, I  feel  justified  in  remarking  that  much  good  has  been  accom- 
plished in  every  county  M-liere  one  has  been  held. 

I  have  been  convinced  of  the  utility  of,  and  necessity  for,  the  in- 
struction given  at  the  institutes,  partly  from  my  own  observation,  and 
partly  from  the  testimony  of  teachers  and  school  officers  with  whom  I 
have  been  associated.  It  is  true  the  institutes  have  not  been  attende 
as  they  should  have  been  ;  it  is  true  that  they  have  often  been  loosely 
conducted;  but  are  these  sufficient  reasons  for  abolishing  them? 
Nearly  every  state  that  has  an  efficient  system  of  public  instruction,  has 
its  county  or  district  institute?,  and  the  course  of  legislation  in  those 
states  has  tended  to  strengthen  the  hands  of  those  engaged  in  the  work. 
New  Jersey  should  not, — I  am  satisfied  she  will  not, — ignore  the  facts 
which  have  developed  through  the  experiments  and  experiences  of 
her  sister  states.  It  is  indeed  proper  that  there  should  exist  some- 
thing of  dissatisfaction  and  disappointment  at  the  comparatively  small 
results  attending  the  operations  of  the  system  in  this  State.  It  is  a 
hopeful  sign  for  the  i'uture  that  the  legislators  of  the  State,  have  taken 
cognizance  of  the  fact  that  these  auxiliaries  of  public  education  are 
not  accomplishing  what  the  legislature  intended  they  should.  It  can- 
not be  said  however  that  they  have  done  no  good  ;  for  in  many  instan- 
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ces  they  have  been  truly  invaluable;  and  every  well  wisher  of  public 
education,  who  has  been  a  close  observer  of  their  operations  and  in- 
fluences, will  fullv  corroborate  my  statement,  while  he  may  also  prop- 
erly admit  that  they  have  not  done  all  they  should  toward  strengthen- 
ing the  cause  of  public  education. 

In  view  of  this  state  of  feeling,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  question 
should  be,  How  can  the  institutes  be  made  more  useful  in  imparting 
information  respecting  the  organizing  of  schools,  the  conducting  of 
recitations,  and  the  proper  forms  of  school  government  ? 

I  have  already  intimated  in  my  remarks  upon  the  state  school  sys- 
tem that  the  institutes  should  in  part  be  under  the  control  of  a  local 
officer  of  worth  and  intelligence,  who,  understanding  the  requirements 
of  the  schools  and  teachers  in  his  county,  could  direct  the  exercises  so 
as  to  bring  prominently  before  the  minds  of  teachers,  those  subject 
matters  connected  with  the  management  of  schools,  in  which  teachers 
should  receive  special  instruction.  An  able  institute  instructor  aided 
by  a  county  superintendent,  could  do  more  toward  making  the  insti- 
tute contribute  to  the  increased  efficiency  of  our  schools,  than  could 
the  ablest  educator  if  he  were  unacquainted  with  the  wants  of  the 
teachers,  and  of  the  schools  under  their  direction.  And  here  has  been 
the  source  of  failure  in  the  institute  work.  Those  appointed  as  con- 
ductors, have,  in  many  instances,  misapprehended  the  qualifications  of 
the  teachers,  and  the  grade  of  schools  under  their  control ;  and,  while 
the  instruction  given  has  been  varied,  discovering  liberal  culture  upon 
the  part  of  the  conductor,  it  has  failed  to  impart  such  information  a& 
serves  to  render  teachers  more  professional  and  capable  in  their  work. 
Another  cause  of  the  poor  success  of  the  institutes  in  a  number  of 
counties  is  found  in  the  loose  and  irregular  manner  in  which  prepara- 
tions for  them  have  been  made.  Institutes  have,  frequently,  been 
called  hastily  by  teachers  having  them  in  charge  ;  and,  in  the  words 
of  my  predecessor,  "jealousies  have  contributed  not  a  little  to  impair 
their  efficacy,"  With  the  present  institute  law,  we  can  hardly  hope, 
therefore,  to  make  them  what  they  should  be.  Leading  teachers  will 
often  disagree  as  to  what  should  form  the  subject  matter  of  instruction, 
as  to  a  suitable  person  to  act  as  conductor,  and  as  to  time  and  place  of 
holding  the  institute.  Parties  spring  up  ;  discussions  ensue;  and  the 
institute  is  deprived  partly  of  its  power  tor  good. 

In  my  opinion,  the  appointment  of  the  instructors  of  the  institute 
should  be  made  by  the  State  Board  of  Trustees  upon  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  State  Superintendent  and  leading  educators  of  the  State. 
Probably,  under  the  circumstances,  it  is  most  advisable  to  so  modify 
the  institute  law,  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  able  educat- 
or, who  shall  be  the  conductor  of  all  the  institutes  held  in  the  State. 
The  Principal  of  the  Xormal  School,  and  the  State  Superintend- 
ent should  be  associated  with  the  Conductor  in  the  capacity  of  lectur- 
ers, in  order  to  bring  the  Normal  School  in  harmony  with  the  insti- 
tutes. 

We  cannot  make  the  institutes  what  they  should  be  until  some 
proper  action  shall  have  been  taken  by  the  Legislature.  As  it  stands 
now,  the  institutes  are  left  to  take  care  of  themselves;  and  under  the 
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improvident  organization  whicli  the  ]aw  suggests,  they  have  been, 
and,  in  my  opinion,  will  continue  to  be,  a  source  of  some  good  al- 
ways ;  accomplishing,  however,  but  comparatively  little,  where  much 
is  required.  The  law  should  be  more  definite,  embodying  provisions 
whereby  we  may  avoid  the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  which 
have  beset  those  who  have  heretofore  eniraged  in  the  institute  work. 
It  is  a  difficult  task  to  suggest  a  system  which  will  be  universally  ac- 
ceptable; but  the  great  majority  of  those  who  are  interested  in  edu- 
cational matters  will  agree,  I  think,  that  the  law  should  embody  these, 
or  very  similar  provisions  : 

1.  The  appointment  of  an  able  institute  instructor,  and  of  two  or 
more  lecturers,  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  School  Fund. 

•2.  Constituting  the  examiners  of  each  county  and  institute  instriic- 
toj-,  a  board  of  examiners,  who  shall  occupy  the  last  day  or  if  neces- 
sary, the  last  two  days  of  each  institute  in  the  examining  and  licens- 
ing of  teachers;  and  also  conferring  upon  the  said  board  the  right  to 
reject  applicants  for  certificates  of  license  to  teach  who  dp  not  attend 
the  institute  exercises,  or  who,  if  absent  therefrom,  cannot  render  a 
proper  and  satisfactory  excuse  therefor. 

3.  Authorizing  the  trustees  and  boards  of  education  of  the  several 
towns  and  cities  of  the  Sta'e  to  close  tlie  schools  under  their  direction, 
during  the  week  set  apart  for  their  respective  county  institutes. 

It  will  be  understood  in  this  connection  that  the  amendments  sug- 
gested, do  not  contemplate  the  annulling  of  the  provisions  of  special 
laws,  in  pursuance  of  which  many  cities  have  organized  a  system  of 
instruction,  in  which  the  education  of  teachers,  and  the  examining 
and  licensing  of  them,  form  a  feature.  The  institutes,  rather,  are  in- 
tended for  those  teachers  who  do  not  enjoy  the  advantages  of  weekly 
instruction  in  regularly  organized  and  well  conducted  normal  classes. 

Then,  too,  it  should  be  so  arranged  that  three  grades  of  certificates  of 
license  could  be  awarded,  the  higliest  grade  of  which  should  be  valid  in 
all  parts  of  the  State,  and  not  to  be  revoked  unless  the  holder  thereof 
forfeits  his  claims  to  it  by  lack  of  skill  in  imparting  knowledge,  or  for 
reprehensible  conduct.  Xone  should  receive  such  a  license,  unless 
they  prove  themselves  well  qualified  to  teach  all  the  branches  taught 
in  the  public  grammar  schools.  But  after  receiving  such,  nothing 
further  should  be  required  to  entitle  them  to  the  public  moneys,  ex- 
cept the  usual  certificate  of  attendance  upon  the  institute. 

The  time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  we  can  dispense  with  these  valu- 
able auxiliaries  of  public  education.  They  have  been  the  means  of 
developing  a  lively  interest  in  educational  matters  wherever  they 
have  been  held  ;  and  though  many  teachers  fail  to  attend  the  exercises, 
they  have  contributed  largely  towards  raising  up  a  corps  of  instructors 
from  among  the  youth  of  our  own  State.  In  short,  they  have  been 
temporary  normal  schools,  dispensing  a  knowledge  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  unfolding  in  beauty  and  harmony  the  powers  of  that  won- 
derful microcosm — man.  Their  infiuence  for  good  has  been  sensibly 
felt  in  many  counties ;  and  to  discontinue  them  now,  would  be  fraught 
with  fearful  consequences  to  public  instruction  in  the  country  districts. 

"Take  the  institutes  from  us,"  say  those  active  and  earnest  teachers 


24  SCHOOL  EEPORT. 

who  have  been  the  soul  and  life  of  the  educational  cause  in  the  rural 
districts,  "  and  you  deprive  us  of  neariy  all  our  opportunity  for  pro- 
fessional improvement."  Aye,  take  the  institute  from  us,  and  the 
public  mind  will  be  shrouded  in  the  darkness  of  night,  where  now, 
perchance,  it  is  just  risir)g  to  the  full  realization  of  the  truth  that  man 
reaches  his  highest  sphere  of  usefuhiess  only  through  the  culture  of 
his  powers  of  virtue  and  inteligence. 

STATE    AGEICULTUKAL  AND  MECHANICAL  SCHOOL. 

The  Legislature  of  Xew  Jersey,  during  the  session  of  1861  made 
provision  for  the  establishment  of  a  "  State  College  for  the  benefit  of 
Agriculture,  and  the  Mechanic  Arts."  It  is  well  known  that  by  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  1862,  certain  public  lands  were  donated  "to  the 
several  states  and  territories  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  bene- 
fit of  Agriculture  and  Mechanic  arts."  This  grant  was  accepted  by 
the  State  upon  the  terms  prescribed,  and  a  law  was  passed  ordering  the 
lands  to  be  sold,  the  proceeds  to  be  invested,  and  the  interest  of  these 
funds  "  to  be  devoted  wholly  and  exclusively  to  the  maintenance,  in 
that  department  of  Eutgers  College  known  as  Rutgers  Scientific 
School,  of  such  courses  of  instruction  as  (including  the  courses  of  in- 
struction already  established)  shall  carry  out  the  intent  of  the  act  oi 
Congress." 

A  part  of  the  lands  appropriated  to  Kew  Jersey  has  already  been 
sold,  and  it  is  expected  that  students,  whose  instruction  fees  are  paid 
by  the  income  from  this  fund,  can  be  received  into  the  institution,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  next  college  year,  September  20th,  1865.  The 
law"  in  regard  to  such  students  is,  that  "  the  number  of  pupils  to  be  so 
received  gratuitousl}"  into  said  school  shall  be  in  each  year,  such  a 
number  as  would  expend  a  sum  equal  to  one-half  of  the  said  interest 
for  the  same  year,  in  paying  for  their  instruction  in  said  school,  if  they 
were  required  to  pay  for  it  at  the  regular  rates  charged  to  other 
pupils  of  said  school,  for  the  same  year;  said  pupils  so  nominated  and 
received  shall  be  citizens  of  this  State,  and  shall  be  admitted  into  said 
school  upon  the  same  terms,  and  subject  to  the  same  rules  and  disci- 
pline which  shall  appW  to  all  other  pupils  of  said  school,  with  the  single 
exception  that  they  shall  not  be  required  to  pay  anything  for  their 
instruction,"  "The  students  of  Agriculture  and  the  Mechanic  Arts 
shall  be  admitted  into  said  college  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
board  of  chosen  freeholders  of  their  respective  counties,  and  the 
number  of  students  that  a  county  shall  at  any  onetime  be  entitled  to 
have  in  said  college  shall  be  equal  to  the  number  of  representatives 
in  the  legislature  to  which  such  county  is  entitled,  or  in  proportion 
to  the  same." 

The  following  respecting  the  course  of  study  of  Rutgers  Scientific 
School,  with  which  the  State  College  is  connected,  will  lurnish  all  the 
information  upon  this  subject  whicii  may  be  desired. 
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ARRANGEMENT  OP  STUDIES. 


FIRST  YEAR. 


I.      Course  in  Civil  Eagiuceriug  and  Mechanics. 

FIRST   TERM. 

Algebra,  Quadratic  Equations. 

Geometry — three  books. 

Draughting — Constructing  Problems. 

Elementary  Principles  of  Zoology  and  Min- 
eralogy. 

Rhetoric,  Exercises  in  Elocution  and  Com- 
position. 

French. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Geometry,  finished. 

Geometrical  Draughting. 

Meteorology  and  Modes  of  Keeping  Meteor- 
ological Register. 

History — Composition  and  Declamation. 

Book-Keeping. 

French. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Algebra,  finished. 

Mensuration — Line  Surveying. 

Elements  of  Botany. 

Physical  Geography. 

History,  Composition  and  Declamation. 

Book-Keeping. 

Drawing. 

French. 


II. 


Course  in  Clicmistry  and  Agriculture. 


FIRST  TERM. 

Algebra,  Quadratic  Equations. 

Geometry — three  Books. 

Draughting — Constructing  Problems. 

Elementary  Principles  of  Zoology  and  Min- 
eralogy. 

Rhetoric,  Exercises  in  Elocution  and  Com- 
position, 

French. 

SECOND   TERM. 

Geometry,  finished. 

Geometrical  Draughting. 

Meteorology  and  Modes  of  Keeping  Meteor- 
ological Register. 

History — Composition  and  Declamation. 

Book-Keeping. 

French. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Algebra,  finished. 

Mensuration — Line  Surveying. 

Elements  of  Botany. 

Physical  Geography. 

History,  Composition  and  Declamation. 

Book-Keeping. 

Drawing. 

French. 


SECOND  YEAR. 


FIRST  TERM. 
Trigonometry,  Surveying  and  Navigation. 
Descriptive  Geometry  and  Draughting. 
Elements  of  Chemistry  and  Mineralogy. 
Rhetoric,  Composition,  Declamation. 
French. 

SECOND  TERM. 
Analytical  Geometry. 
Descriptive  Geometry  and  Draughting. 
Physics  and  General  Chemistry. 
Mechanics — Text-book  in  French. 
Strength  of  Materials,   Stability  of  Struc- 
tures. 
English  Composition  and  Declamation. 
German. 

THIRD  TERM. 
Differential  and  Integral  Calculus. 
Leveling,  R.R.  Engineering  and  Toj^ograjihy. 
Topographical  Draughting. 
Optics  and  Optical  Instruments. 
Mental  Philosophy — Essays. 
German. 


FIRST  TERM. 
Same  as  in  course  of  Civil  Engineering. 


SECOND  TERM. 
Analytical  Chemistry,  qualitative. 
Physics  and  General  Chemistry. 
Mineralogy. 

Agriculture — its  Principles. 
English  Composition  and  Declamation. 
German. 

•      THIRD  TERM. 

Physics  and  Chemistry. 
Analytical  Chemistry — quantitative. 
Agriculture — its  Processes. 
Mental  Philosophy — Essays, 
German. 
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THIRD  YEAR. 


FIRST  TERM. 

Astronomy  and  use  of  Astronomical  Instru- 
ments. 

Engineering  Constructions,  Roads,  Bridges, 
(fee. 

Moral  Philosophy,  Essays. 

German. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Geodetical  Surveying. 

Machinery — Motive  Powers,  &c. 

Machines  employed  in  Engineering. 

Geology. 

Political  Economy. 

German. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Hydraulic  Engineering.  ■ 

Designs  for  and   Discussions   of  Construc- 
tions and  Machines. 

Architecture. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


FIRST  TERM. 
Metallurgy  and  Mining. 
Elements  of  Geology. 
Moral  Philosphy,  Essays. 
German. 
Agriculture — Its  Products. 

SECOND  TERM. 

Elements  of  Technology. 

xVgriculture — Its  products,  continued. 

Geology. 

Political  Economy. 

German. 

THIRD  TERM. 

Agriculture — Horticultural    Products    and 

Rural  Embellishments. 
Theses  on  Scientific  and  Practical  subjects. 
Constitution  of  the  United  States. 


THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  OF  AGRICULTURE. 


ODTLINE  OF  THE  COURSE. 


Instructiou  in  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Agriculture  will  be  con- 
veyed for  the  present  namely  by  Lectures,  except  where  suitable  text- 
books can  be  obtained. 

Opportunities  for  observation  upon  the  College  Farm  will  be  given 
from  time  to  time,  and  the  Faculty  hope  to  secure  ere  long,  a  cabinet 
of  specimens  and  models  by  which  the  Lectures  delivered  may  be 
illustrated  and  exemplilied.  During  the  Terms  mentioned  below,  the 
following  subjects  will  be  treated. 

I.  Second  Term,  Second  Year. — Agriculture,  its  principles  ;  its  de- 
velopment and  present  condition  as  an  Art ;  its  connection  with  the  seve- 
ral branches  ot  science.  The  economic  requisites  of  vegetable  growth, 
inclnding  soils,  and  tlie  theory  of  manures. 

n.  Third  Term,  Second  Year. — Agriculture,  its 2?rocesses,  tillage, 
plowing  ;  the  physical  manipulation  of  tlie  land  ;  implements  and  ma- 
chinery. 

Drainage,  L-rigation,  etc.  The  Practice  of  Manures.  Farm  Build- 
ings— their  construction  and  arrangement. 

in.     First  Term,  Third  Year. — Agriculture,  its  Products. 
1.  Farming  and  Farm  Crops. 

The  cereals,  their  cultivation,  and  management  and  uses. 

Hemp,  Flax  and  other  commercial  crops. 

Root  Crops  and  the  Legumes. 

Grasses  and  the  care  of  Pasture  Lands. 

Rotation  of  crops,  and  the  use  of  Artificial  Fertilizers. 

lY.  Second  Term,  Third  Year. — Products  continued. 
2.  Anhnals  and  Animal  Products. 

The  Principles  of  Breeding  and  the  various  Improved  Breeds. 

The  care  of  Domestic  Animal-^  and  Fattenino;  for  Market. 


SCHOOL  EEPOKT.  2T 

Dairy  Management,  including  Milk  Batter,  and  Cheese.  • 

Animals  of  Drangbt. 

V.  Third  Teem,  Third  Year. — Products  continued. 

3.    Horticultural  Products  and  Burcd EmlelUshment. 

The  Orchard,  including  the  Nursery  propagation  of  trees. 

The  Market  Garden,  forcing  of  plants  and  fruits. 

The  Vineyard,  manufacture  of  wine,  cider,  &c. 

Ornamental  trees  and  shrubs.  Landscape  Gardening. 

Either  during  the  First  Term  of  the  Second  Year,  or  subsequently, 
the  study  of  Book-keeping  will  be  continued  with  special  reference  to 
Farm  Accounts^  which  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  most  important 
branches  of  study,  and  opportunities  of  practice  will  ultimately  be 
afforded  the  students  in  keeping  the  accounts  of  the  College  Farm. 
The  study  oi  Botany  will  also  be  continued  with  direct  bearing  upon 
the  plants,  useful  or  injurious,  which  the  farmer  most  frequently  meets. 
Some  attention  will  also  be  given  to  Entomology,  either  as  a  separate 
branch,  or  in  connection  with  those  farm  and  orchard  products  which 
suffer  most  from  insect  depredators. 

The  lectures  of  the  different  terms  are  adapted  as  far  as  possible  to 
the  seasons  when  they  can  best  be  practically  exemplified. 

Among  the  advantages  offered  for  the  profitable  pursuit  of  the 
above  studies  are: 

L  The  Library,  the  Colleetions,  the  Literary  Societies,  and  all  the 
facilities  for  literary  education  furnished  by  Rutgers  College. 

IL  A  Farm,  where  special  attention  will  be  given  to  Market  Gar- 
dening, and  to  the  cultivation  of  fruits;  where  the  best  modes  of  cul- 
ture and  the  most  improved  implements  are  used  ;  and  where  a  sys- 
tem of  keeping  a  full  and  complete  account  of  all  the  operations,  ex- 
penses and  income  of  the  farm  can  be  studied. 

III.  An  observatory,  arranged  and  fitted  with  all  the  instruments 
needed  for  teaching  practical  astronomy. 

IV.  Accommodations  for  a  Laboratory  and  Museum,  with  ample 
room  for  lectures  upon  experimental  science,  and  for  the  practical 
operations  of  analytical  chemistry  ;  and  where  special  provision  is 
made  for  spreading  out  and  exhibiting  the  collections  of  the  minerals, 
rocks,  fossils,  plants  and  animals  of  the  State. 

V.  Full  sets  of  instruments  for  Surveying  and  Engineering. 

VI.  Excursions  to  mines,  manufactories,  &c,  made  under  the  direc- 
tion of  professors. 

Admission. — Applicants  for  admission  to  either  of  the  above  courses, 
as  candidates  for  a  diploma,  must  be,  at  least,  sixteen  years  of  age,, 
and  must  bring  testimonials  of  good  moral  character.  They  must 
also  pass  a  satisfactory  examination  in  the  following  subjects,  viz: — 
Arithmetic,  Algebra  to  Quadratic  Equations,  English  Grammar  and 
Geography. 

Persons  desiring  to  enter  the  school  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing 
special  branches,  will  be  required  to  pass  an  examination  on  the  sub- 
jects necessary  to  fit  them  for  pursuing  those  branches  to  advantage. 

Adults  who  wish  to  attend  upon  any  of  the  courses  of  lectures,  and 


28  SCHOOL  REPORT. 

are  not  candidates  for  diplomas  or  certificates,  can  do  so,  subject  only 
to  the  rules  for  fees  and  discipline. 

The  proper  time  for  entrance  is  at  Commencement  (June  19tli  and 
20th,  1865.)  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  CuUege  year  (Sept.  20th,  1865.) 
when  new  classes  are  formed  ;  but  students  will  be  admitted  to  a  class 
at  any  time,  upon  their  passing  a  satisfactory  examination  on  the  sub- 
jects the  class  have  passed  over. 

Examinations  are  held  at  the  close  of  each  term. 

Diplomas  will  be  conferred  upon  those  who  have  passed  satisfactory 
examinations  upon  all  the  subjects  prescribed  in  either  Course  of 
Study  ;  and  Certificates  will  be  given  to  those  who  pass  examinations 
in  special  branches. 

THE    STATE    NOEMAL    SCHOOL. 

This  institution,  e::tablished  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  approved 
February  9, 1855,  has  been  in  successful  operation  from  the  time  of  its 
organization.  The  attendance  upon  this  institution  for  the  past  year, 
has  been  one  hundred  and  seventeen  (IIT)  ladies  and  three  (3)  gentlemen. 

Already,  it  has  fully  demonstrated  its  necessity  and  utility  "  for  the 
training  and  education  of  teachers  in  the  art  of  instructing  and  gov- 
erning the  common  schools  of  this  State."  Its  graduates  have  been 
quite  uniformly  successful  wherever  they  have  been  engaged  in  the 
work  of  public  school  instruction  ;  and  the  influence  which  the  I^or- 
mal  School  has  thus  exerted  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  State,  has 
been  widely  felt,  and  productive  of  the  best  results.  It  would  be 
folly  to  assume  that  all  who  have  received  instruction  in  this  institu- 
tion, have  proven  themselves  good  teachers.  On  the  contrary,  as 
might  be  expected,  a  number  of  them  have  failed.  Their  failure, 
however,  is  attributable  to  their  peculiar  mental  and  moral  disposi- 
tion, rather  than  to  the  instruction  received  at  the  Normal  School. 
!N^o  one  will  assume  that  all  the  graduates  of  medical  colleges  and 
theological  seminaries,  make  excellent  doctors  and  ministers.  It  is 
well  known  that  many  of  them  signally  fail ;  yet  no  one  of  intelli- 
gence will  permit  himself  to  question  the  utility  and  usefulness  of 
these  institutions. 

The  Normal  School  is,  strictly  speaking,  a  professional  school;  and 
its  object  is  the  training  of  teachers.  Those  who  resort  to  it  for  the 
simple  purpose  of  gaining  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  languages  or  sci- 
ences, will  be  disappointed,  and  will  hopelessly  fail  in  the  work  of 
instruction.  Town  superintendents  and  school  officers  should  make 
it  their  duty  to  ascertain  for  what  purpose  applicants  seek  admission 
to  the  Normal  School.  None  should  have  a  certificate  of  recommen- 
dation except  those  who  have  considered  their  tastes  and  aptitudes, 
and  who  have  determined  to  make  teaching  a  profession.  There  are 
large  numbers  of  such  throughout  the  State.  If  the  claims  of  the 
Normal  School  were  properly  urged  upon  the  people,  it  is  probable 
that  a  large  number  of  the  class  alluded  to  would  be  induced  to  enter 
the  ranks  of  normal  students,  and  prepare  themselves,  by  accomplish- 
ing a  special  course  of  study,  for  the  discharge  oi'  the  teacher's  duties. 
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I  trust  the  effort  will  be  made  during  the  coining  year,  to  secure  a 
full  representation  of  pupils  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  If  this  laud- 
able enterprise  were  seconded  by  our  town  superintendents  and  boards 
of  education,  the  Normal  School  would  enter  upon  a  career  of  useful- 
ness whicli  would  cause  the  blush  of  shame  to  mantle  the  faces  of 
those  who  have  heretofore  proclaimed  teaching  experimental,  and  the 
Normal  School  an  institution  of  no  positive  value  in  advancing  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State. 

During  the  year  a  change  has  been  made  in  the  priiicipalship  of 
this  school.  Professor  William  F.  Phelps  A.  M,,  resigned  in  the  ear- 
ly part  of  the  year,  and  the  vacated  position  was  filled  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  Professor  John  S,  Hart,  L.  L.  D.  Professor  Hart  is  a  ripe 
scholar,  and  an  educator  of  national  reputation.  The  school  under  his 
management  is  happily  consummating  its  purpose — the  training  and 
education  of  teachers.  Professor  Hart  secures,  as  he  should,  the 
earnest  co-operation  of  the  friends  of  public  education ;  and  I  am  hap- 
py to  commend  him  as  worthy  of  the  high  office  he  holds,  and  the  in- 
stitution under  his  direction  as  w^orthy  of  the  State  which  established 
and  supports  if". 

I  cannot  close  my  remarks  upon  this  topic  without  making  allusion 
to  Professor  "William  F.  Phelps,  who  was  identified  with  the  Normal 
school  from  the  time  of  its  establishment  up  to  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year.  He  organized  the  school  admirably,  and,  assisted 
by  able  instructors,  conducted  it  for  the  period  of  ten  yeais  with  ex- 
traordinary success.  Every  one  conversant  with  the  history  of  this 
institution  concedes  tliat  his  success  was  remarkable,  and  that  he  is  an 
able  conductor  of  normal  schools.  He  was  earnest — indeed  too  earn- 
est and  fearless  if  possible — in  the  advocacy  of  measures  which  he 
deemed  essential  to  the  prosperity  of  the  public  schools  of  the  State; 
yet  he  gave  an  impulse  to  the  cause  which  has  been  felt  far  and  wide. 
He  has  left  many  friends  behind  him,  whose  best  wishes  for  his  con- 
tinued success  go  with  him  to  his  new  field  of  lab  -r  in  the  promising 
State  of  Minnesota. 

SCHOOL     AKCHIIECTUKE. 

In  consideration  of  the  fact  that  many  of  the  buildings  used  for 
school  purposes  in  our  rural  districts,  are  but  poorly  devised,  and 
badly  constructed,  I  have  prepared  a  brief  report  upon  the  subject  of 
school  architecture.  This  report  is  accompanied  by  diagrams,  there- 
by furnishing  the  school  oflicers  of  the  State  the  best  models  of  school 
buildings.  It  is  hoped  that  the  friends  of  education  will  give  more 
attention  to  this  subject  than  they  have  heretofore.  The  great  want 
of  a  large  number  of  our  rural  districts  now  is  that  of  well-devised, 
and  commodious  school  houses.  It  is  true  that  many  such  are  found 
in  different  sections  of  the  State  ;  still  there  is  a  prevailing  apathy  in 
this  regard  which  is  discreditable  to  all  concerned. 

This  disposition  of  the  masses  is  indeed  anomalous.  We  evince  a  most 
laudable  willingness  to  erect  churches,  and  to  endow  them  liberally. 
We  erect  county  buildings  seemingly  regardless  of  expense.  We 
spare  no  pains  nor  cost  in  the  construction  of  our  private  residences ; 
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and  we  lavish  our  means  in  furnishing  and  ornamenting  our  sitting 
rooms  and  parlors.  The  question  with  us  here  is  not  so  much  one  of 
cost,  as  it  is  one  of  comfort  and  decoration.  While  therefore  we  dis- 
cover our  public  spirit  and  liberality  in  the  erection  of  public  edifices 
and  private  residences,  we  evince  an  inexplicable  disregard  in  the 
construction  of  school  buildings  for  our  children.  We  seemingly 
forget  that  the  hours  of  school  constitute  the  most  important  epoch 
in  the  life  of  the  human  being ;  that  they  are  appropriated  to  the 
purpose  of  strengthening  and  developing  all  that  is  good  and  noble  in 
our  natures.  We  do  not  apparently  recognize  that  the  school  is  in 
part  the  home  of  children  :  and  that  the  memories  clustering  around 
school  life,  constitute  the  rich  endowments  of  our  maturer  years.  If 
we  were  fully  alive  to  these  great  truths,  would  we  not  manifest  it  by 
adopting  a  more  liberal  policy  in  relation  to  the  building  of  school 
edifices,  and  by  granting  them  a  more  liberal  endowment  ?  For  we 
can  give  no  more  palpable  evidence  of  our  solicitude  for,  and  interest 
in,  the  education  of  the  rising  generation,  than  by  rendering  the 
Bchool-room  cheerful  and  convenient,  and  its  surroundings  pleasant 
and  attractive.  We  want  good  school  houses,  supplied  with  all  the 
necessary  appurtenances,  then,  first,  that  the  pupil  may  have  within 
his  reach  the  means  by  which  to  make  rapid  and  substantial  progress ; 
and,  second,  that  he  may  be  made  conscious  that  the  wisdom  and  ex- 
perience of  the  people  attest  the  pecuniary  and  moral  worth  of  sound 
and  substantial  learning. 

Public  sentiment  is  a  great  lever  even  witli  children.  Their  powers 
of  perception  are  acute,  and  the  public  interest  in  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion they  accurately  measure  by  the  means  approj^riated  to  its  advance- 
ment. If  we  would  stimulate  them  to  exertion,  then,  we  must  do 
more  than  read,  write,  and  talk  glittering  generalities.  We  must  pro- 
vide good  school  houses,  supply  them  with  such  furniture  as  will  con- 
duce to  the  pupils'  physical  comfort,  and  furnish  them  with  all  the 
needful  apparatus.  With  these  means,  our  children,  led  on  by  skilful 
and  devoted  teachers,  will  amply  repay  us  for  the  expenditure  made 
by  their  more  symmetrical  growth  in  mind  and  body.  A  school-house 
of  the  modern  style,  with  a  school-room  well  supplied  with  school  fur- 
niture, and  whose  walls  are  decorated  with  well  executed  maps  and 
charts,  becomes  an  educating  instrumentality  in  itself.  It  stands  a 
palpable  illustration  of  the  people's  estimation  of  public  education, 
and  the  symmetry  of  its  structure,  and  the  adaptedness  of  its  arrange- 
ments to  its  purpose,  appeal  to  the  pupils  far  more  efi:ectively  than 
words  can  do.  Children's  capacity  to  appreciate  is  large  ;  their  facul- 
ty of  taste,  too,  is  early  exercised,  and,  as  it  is  proper  that  both  should 
be  cultivated,  we  should  endeavor  to  appeal  to  both,  not  only  by  the 
arrangements  made  for  the  pupils  accommodation  at  school,  but  also 
by  the  means  employed  for  their  amusement  and  instruction  while  at 
home. 

In  the  report  of  this  year  I  have  had  wood  cuts  prepared  from  dia- 
grams furnished  b}'  C.  Graham  and  Son,  architects,  of  Jersey 
City,  whose  devices  for  school  houses  are  acknowledged  by  all  to  com- 
bine elegance  of  structure  with  comfortable  and  convenient  internal 
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arrangements  for  pupils  and  teachers.  As  will  be  seen  the  engravings 
consist  of  models  for  countr}",  or  district  school  liouses.  For  build- 
ings of  the  dimensions  here  indicated  printed  specifications  are  not 
required,  as  anj^  master  mechanic  can  with  verj  little  study,  determine 
what  materials  are  necessar}'-  to  their  erection.  The  diagrams  refer- 
red to  will  be  found  in  the  appendix, 

Xext  year  I  hope  to  be  able  to  treat  this  subject  more  in  detail. 
In  its  treatment,  illustrations  by  means  of  diagrams  must  be  introduced 
in  order  that  it  may  be  made  the  means  of  improving  the  style  of 
school  architecture  throughout  the  State.  While  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
present  models  for  graded  schools  of  various  dimensions,  I  shall  also  en- 
deavor to  have  a  few  engravings  prepared  to  illustrate  further  the 
subject  of  rural  school  architecture, 

THE    SCHOOL   LA.WS, 

It  seems  that  the  school  laws,  still,  are  not  as  well  understood  as 
they  should  be,  although,  it  seems  to  me,  the  interpretations  published 
from  time  to  time  by  my  predecessors  are  full  and  ample  enough  to 
give  school  officers  a  clear  idea  of  their  powers  and  their  duties.  I 
have  taken  special  pains  to  distribute  printed  pamphlets  containing 
all  the  essential  laws  pertaining  to  schools,  in  which  the  interpretations 
are  appended,  and  I  know  that  much  has  been  accomplished  in  this 
way.  In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  legis- 
lature to  certain  features  of  the  school  laws  which  are  quite  generally 
esteemed  objectionable,  and  which,  if  possible,  should  be  modified. 

I.       EELIGIOUS    SCHOOLS. 


During  the  year,  I  have  been  appealed  to  by  town  superintendents, 
asking  if  they  were  authorized  by  law  to  require  the  trustees  of  relig- 
ious schools,  established  and  organized  in  accordance  with  the  provis- 
ions of  section  12,  of  an  act,  entitled,  "  An  Act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  April  17th,  181:6,"  to  open  the  said  schools  to  the 
inspection  of  the  superintendents.  In  other  cases  I  have  been  request- 
ed to  notifiy  the  trustees  of  religious  schools  that  these  teachers  should 
become  subject  to  the  yearly  examinations,  or  else  the  said  trustees 
should  forfeit  their  portion  of  the  public  money,  I  have  been  further 
asked  to  do  that  respecting  these  schools  which  I  am  not  authorized 
to  do.  Complaints  concerning  them  have  been  numerous,  and  I  have 
had  appeal  cases  which  have  been  extremely  difficult  of  solution.  I 
have  observed,  also,  that  there  is  a  disposition  among  members  of 
certain  religious  organizations  to  avail  themselves  in  every  possible 
manner  of  the  privileges  extended  hy  the  section  of  the  law  referred 
to ;  and,  this  year,  /br  theji/'st  time,  demands  have  been  made  by  the 
trustees  of  several  religious  schools  upon  town  superintendents  for  a 
portion  of  the  school  money.  It  is  probably  true  in  a  few  instances 
that  these  schools  were  organized,  and  in  actual  operation  prior  to 
April  17th,  181:6,  yet  the  proof  of  their  organization  is  hardly  as  con- 
clusive as  it  should  be  to  warrant  ms  in  rendering  a  decision  favora- 


32  SCHOOL  EEPOKT. 

ble  to  the  parties  %vho  have  appealed.  In  all  these  cases,  I  have  ad- 
vised the  parties  to  let  the  cases  go  into  the  courts  for  adjudication. 
Whether  or  not  the  church  discipline  of  the  religions  organizations  of 
■which  the  parties  wlio  have  appealed  to  me  are  members,  provides 
for  the  establishment  and  maintainance  of  schools,  is  a  matter  for  the 
courts,  and  not  for  me  to  decide. 

In  view  of  the  complications  arising  concerning  religious  schools, 
and  of  the  manifest  injustice  of  appropriating  public  moneys  to  aid 
in  the  advancement  of  denominational  interests,  I  would  most  respect- 
fully and  earnestly  recommend  that  the  12th  section  of  the  act  of 
April  ITth,  1846,  be  repealed. 

2.  Respecting  moneys  raised  by  tax  for  support  of  public  schools. 
Much  difficulty  is  experienced  by  town  superintendents  and  boards 

of  education  in  securing  in  seasonable  time  the  moneys  raised  by  tax 
for  school  purposes.  It  often  transpires  that  of  the  whole  amount 
assessed  for  state,  county,  town  and  educational  purposes,  a  fractional 
part  cannot  be  collected  ;  and  in  consequence  thereof,  the  sum  re- 
ceived by  school  officers  is  made  less  than  the  sum  voted  and  assessed 
for  school  purposes,  by  the  whole  deficiency  consequent  upon  the  in- 
ability of  certain  parties  to  meet  their  taxes.  This  is  manifestly 
unjust.  It  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  causes  of  embarrassment  in 
the  operations  of  the  pniblic  school  system.  The  law  clearly  should 
be  amended,  and  township  or  district  collectors  should  be  authorized 
and  obliged  to  pay  over  upon  the  written  order  of  the  proper  officers 
the  full  amount  of  money  voted  by  the  ])eople  for  the  purposes  of 
edcation. 

3.  Limiting  the  amount  to  be  raised  by  tax. 

Section  6  of  the  act  of  March  14,  1851,  authorizes  the  inhabitants 
of  the  several  townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings,  to  raise  by 
tax,  in  addition  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  their  use,  such  further 
sum  not  exceeding  three  dollars  for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists 
transmitted  by  the  several  district  trustees.  This  law  is  disregarded 
in  many  places,  where  a  sum  of  money  is  raised  by  tax  greatly  in  ex- 
cess of  that  permitted  by  the  section  which  I  have  in  part  quoted. 
Law  should  not  stifle,  but  rather  encourage  all  beneficent  enterprises. 
If  the  people  require  "  a  sura  in  addition"  equal  to  four  dollars  per 
each  child  between  the  age  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  in  order  to 
maintain  good  schools,  surely  the  law  should  not  stand  in  their  way. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  moneys  raised  by  tax  for  support  of 
schools  should  be  limited  b_y  law,  when  in  ever^^  other  respect  it  gives 
carte  hlanche  as  to  limits.  The  peop)]e  should  be  authorized  to  tax 
themselves  for  the  support  of  ])ublic  education,  but  it  is  unnecessary 
to  prescribe  a  limit.  There  is  little  danger  that  tliey  will  abuse  the 
privilege. 

SCHOOL   KECOKDS 

That  the  law  requires  a  reL!;ister  to  be  kept  in  each  school,  in  which 
shall  be  recorded  a  list  of  the  j^upuls  who  attend  school,  and  the  num- 
ber of  days  each  pupil  is  present  and  absent,  is  undoubtedly  known 
to  school  trustees  and  town  superintendents.     Still  there  are  a  large 
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number  of  schools  in  which  these  registers  are  not  kept.  On  this  ac- 
count many  superintendents  are  nnable  to  render  an  accurate  report 
to  the  State  Superintendent  regarding  the  condition  and  progress  of 
the  schools  in  their  townships.  Even  where  they  are  kept,  I  fear  too 
little  efibrt  is  made  to  keep  them  correctly.  I  infer  this,  becanse  of 
the  inaccurate  reports  of  attendance  furnished.  Many  townships 
have  this  3'ear  reported  a  larger  number  of  pnpils  in  attendance  upon 
the  schools,  than  there  are  children  in  the  townships.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  children  in  one  county,  who  are  reported  as  having  attend- 
ed school  for  the  part  or  whole  of  the  year,  I  found  ihat  there  were 
five  hundred  more  reported  than  there  are  in  the  county  between  the 
ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  Such  mistakes  as  this  should  not  be 
made.  Such  mistakes  woidd  not  he  made^  if  registers  were  properly 
kept.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  rectifying  these  errors  somewhat 
myself. 

In  many  instances  where  the  teachers  endeavor  to  conform  with 
the  requirements  of  the  law,  they  are  compelled  to  furnish  books  for 
the  purpose  themselves ;  and  every  time  they  accept  new  positions, 
they  carry  these  books  with  them,  and  the  schools  from  which  they 
remove  are  thus  left  without  records.  There  is  but  one  method  by 
which  this  can  be  remedied.  The  state  superintendent  should  be  au- 
thorized to  prepare  suitable  blanks  and  forms,  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying each  school  with  the  means  of  keeping  the  records  which  the 
law  requires.  He  could  easily  have  the  requisite  number  forwarded 
to  each  town  superintendent  throughout  the  State.  In  this  manner 
only  can  we  secure  a  uniform  system  of  records  in  our  common 
schools. 

PUBLIC    EDUCATION — THE   STATE    AND   NATION. 

However  pleasant  and  comprehensive  our  theories  of  education 
may  be,  we  yet  lack  the  enterprise  which  subjects  them  to  the  test  of 
experimental  practice.  We  may  reason  well  and  correctly,  still  we 
permit  our  schools  to  be  conducted  as  though,  at  best,  they  were 
nothing  more  than  essential  aids  in  qualifying  the  youth  to  enter 
npon  the  universal  struggle  after  wealth.  To  qualify  for  business  life 
has  too  long  formed  the  inspiration  of  American  popular  education. 
If  evidence  of  this  were  required,  it  would  be  found  in  the  arrano-e- 
ment  of  the  course  of  study  for  our  public  schools,  which  has  been 
limited  almost  exclusively  to  those  branches  which  afford  a  clear 
insight,  into  the  various  transactions  of  mercantile  life.  Without  the 
shadow  of  necessity  even,  American  youth,  at  a  tender  a^e,  have 
been  taken  from  the  school  and  its  elevating  influences,  to  enFer  upon 
a  new  and  untried  life  in  the  counting  room.  Because  of  this  unfor- 
tunate disposition  of  parents  and  guardians,  that  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  superior  school,  which  succeeds,  in  the  shortest  time,  in 
sending  forth  pupils  whose  memories  are  teeming  with  the  arithmeti- 
cal tables  and  rules,  which  are  the  desideratum  to  the  clerk  and 
accountant;  and  that  education  has  come  to  be  held  as  most  desirable 
which  qualifies  its  possessor  to  enter  the  field  where  speculation  is 
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rife ;  where  fortunes  are  made  and  lost  in  seconds ;  and  where  the 
few,  through  a  species  of  legerdemain,  accmmnlate  millions,  while 
perchance  the  whole  nation  suffers  in  consequence.  In  this  particular 
branch  of  education  our  schools  have  been  the  best  in  the  world.  It 
must  be  admitted,  too,  in  this  connection,  that  a  purely  business  educa- 
tion contributes  largely  to  individual  success,  as  well  as  to  the  com- 
mercial prosperity  of  the  nation.  We  have  witnessed  its  results,  for 
the  skill  and  enterprise  of  Americans,  as  exhibited  in  the  developing 
of  the  resources  of  the  country,  are  unsurpassed,  and  have  elicited 
words  of  admiration  from  the  learned  of  Europe.  The  mental  power 
of  the  nation  for  business  detail  and  organization,  has  been  strikingly 
displayed  during  the  four  years'  history  of  the  now  waning  civil 
conflict.  An  army,  now  unsurpassed  for  its  discipline  and  bravery — 
a  navy,  now  remarkable  for  its  unparalleled  achievements,  were 
improvised  with  admirable  celerity  when  it  became  manifest  that  the 
Republic  would  be  subjected  to  the  shock  of  civil  war.  It  was  not 
the  chosen  few  who  controlled  and  organized.  No ;  it  was  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  that  dictated,  and  the  government  was  successful 
only  when  it  heeded  the  admonitions  and  suggestions  of  the  public 
voice. 

Kotwitlistauding  these  encouraging  results,  we  are  forced  to  ask, 
is  public  education  what  it  should  be,  considered  in  its  relations  to 
the  life  and  destiny  of  the  nation  ?  It  is  an  old  and  familiar  maxim 
that  what  you  would  have  to  appear  in  the  life  of  a  nation,  you  must 
first  put  into  its  schools.  In  view,  then,  of  what  our  schools  have 
been ;  in  view  of  what  have  been  held  out  as  incentives  to  study,  it 
would  not  have  been  at  all  remarkable  if  the  present  unhappy  conflict 
had  found  us  "  a  nation  of  shop-keepers  and  speculators,"  each  intent 
upon  the  attainment  of  his  goal — wealth ;  lacking  every  element  of 
patriotism,  and  inspired  by  self-love  only.  We  have  been  in  part 
saved  from  this  humiliation  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  press, 
the  pulpit,  and  the  lyceum.  Patriotism  has  been  fostered  by  the 
writings  of  the  historian,  and  the  clear,  ringing  sentences  of  the 
statesman.  ISTational  sentiment  evinces  itself  as  an  element  of  na- 
tional strength,  not  because  the  schoolmaster  has  in  times  past  elo- 
quently portrayed  to  his  pupils  the  blessings  of  free  government ;  but 
rather  because  political  knowledge  has  been  universally  inculcated 
through  the  instrumentality  of  an  unfettered  press.  The  love  of  lib- 
erty, too,  is  abroad  among  the  people — not  because  citizens,  during 
their  brief  life  in  the  school-room,  were  led  to  discover  the  comeliness 
of  the  inseparable  three,  "  liberty,  fraternity,  and  equality,-' — but  ra- 
ther because  the  great  truths  respecting  life,  duty,  and  man's  relation- 
ships, have  been  proclaimed  from  the  sacred  desk,  and,  reaching  the 
hearts  and  consciences  of  men,  have  quickened  their  afiectional  na- 
tures to  love  and'reverence  for  all  institutions  which  prove  themselves 
the  safe-guards  of  truth  and  universal  justice. 

But  the  Republic  is  not  so  strong  in  the  affections  of  her  citizens  as 
she  should  be.  There  is  wanting  that  element  of  might,  which  ex- 
hibits itself  only  where  education  is  national;  and  where  the  citizens 
arc  early  taught  to  respect,  obey  and  sustain  the  constituted  authority 
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of  the  government.  Patriotism,  national  sentiment,  love  of  law  and 
order,  and  -willing  obedience  to  government,  arc  not  accidental  vir- 
tues, but  qualities  of  individual  character,  which  attain  their  comely 
proportions  through  patient  and  skilful  culture.  Prussia  has  been 
making  the  endeavor  to  popularize  despotism,  and  her  history  for  the 
past  twenty-five  years  tells  how  well  she  has  succeeded.  But  in 
America  we  have  to  popularize  and  strengthen  the  right.  If  Prussia 
can  educate  a  loyal  citizenship,  what  cannot  America  do  ?  If  the 
children  of  Prussia,  through  the  vehicle  of  speech,  song,  and  story, 
learn  to  look  upon  their  whole  country  as  their  home,  to  love  it  as 
such,  and  to  cherish  its  customs  and  institutions,  then  what  grand 
results  may  be  achieved  in  the  education  of  the  American  youth! 
The  task  which  should  be  imposed  upon  the  American  teacher  is  an 
easy  one,  but  of  significant  import.  In  one  respect,  at  least,  he  should 
imitate  the  Prussian  teacher,  by  keeping  uppermost  in  his  mind  that 
the  pupil  is  one  day  to  become  a  citizen.  Let  his  instruction  be  such 
as  shall  lead  the  pupil  to  understand  that  the  government  of  the 
United  American  States  is  based  upon  those  principles  which  recog- 
nize the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind ;  that,  under  its  sway,  every 
citizen  is  the  sovereign  arbiter  of  his  own  destiny ;  and  that  the  rich 
rewards  of  honor  and  emolument  are  given  to  whom  the  people  may 
elect.  Let  him,  as  he  unfolds  day  after  day,  the  principles  of  republi- 
can government,  and  the  salient  features  of  American  history,  teach 
his  pupils  to  cherish  the  constitution,  laws  and  government  of  the 
American  Union,  as  the  embodiment  of  the  "' greatest  good  to  the 
greatest  possible  number."  Above  ail  else,  let  him  strive  to  impress 
upon  the  plastic  minds  of  his  young  auditors,  that  there  is  nobility 
only  in  a  pure  and  incorruptible  patriotism ;  that  the  love  of  all  truth 
is  the  highest  virtue;  and  that  the  sum  of  all  man's  duties  is  "to 
know  and  do  the  will  of  God." 

But  popular  education  must  be  modified  in  several  important  par- 
ticulars before  it  can  truly  become  the  source  of  might  and  purity  to 
the  State  and  Nation. 

1.  In  its  scope  and  operations,  it  must  more  fully  realize  that  it  is 
the  office  of  true  education  to  endow  the  youtli  with  all  the  varied 
qualifications  alike  essential  to  the  neighbor,  citizen,  patriot,  and 
christian.  Its  curriculum  should  comprehend  the  study  of  the  laws  of 
life,  of  duties  and  obligations  morally  considered,  of  constitutional 
law,  and  government,  aud  also,  of  all  the  ordinary  subjects,  which  are 
of  moment  in  the  execution  of  practical  details. 

2.  It  should  be  more  general.  The  State  punishes  criminals  in  ac- 
cordance with  penal  enactments,  and  it  should  also  exercise  its  pre- 
rogative in  the  prevention  of  crime  by  enacting  and  enforcing  judi- 
cious laws.  If  a  general  attendance  upon  school  cannot  be  secured 
through  the  voluntary  action  of  parents  and  guardians,  then  let  the  at- 
tendance of  all  the  youth  be  made  obligatory,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
make  those  acquisitions  which  will  exert  an  elevating  and  purifying 
influence  upon  their  character.  For  the  friendless  and  homeless,  who 
are  abandoned  to  the  corrupting  associations  of  street  life,  a  "  house 
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of  refuge  "  should  be  provided  where  they  may  be  educated  to  peace- 
ful and  industrious  habits. 

3.  The  public  schools  of  the  States  should  be  brought  more  clearly 
within  the  pale  of  system  and  uniformity.  In  each  state  there  should 
be  organized  a  thorough  and  efficient  government  for  schools,  whose 
purpose  should  be  to  establish  a  liberal  and  uniform  course  of  study 
for  the  different  grades,  to  decide  upon  the  manner  in  which  schools 
shall  be  established  and  conducted,  and  to  provide  for  the  professional 
education  of  teachers. 

The  hope  of  the  republic  centers  in  the  children  who  are  now  fash- 
ioning their  opinions  and  sentiments  under  the  moulding  influences  of 
our  popular  institutions  of  learning.  If  the  people  upon  whose  bal- 
lots the  destiny  of  the  young  depends,  would  look  beyond  the  narrow 
range  of  clashing  material  interests,  and  with  the  ordinary  philosophy 
which  all  may  summon  to  their  aid,  consider  the  future  well-being  of 
their  littles  ones  in  all  its  varied  aspects,  we  might  then  expect  the  inau- 
guration of  a  new  and  brighter  era  in  the  history  of  public  education. 
For  this  result  all  should  confidently  labor;  for  it  is  worth  all  the  toil 
and  pain  which  must  be  given  to  achieve  it.  It  will  give  the  iron 
crown  of  strength  to  the  republic,  and  peace,  virtue,  and  prosperity  to 
her  citizens. 

C.  M.  HAREISON, 
State  Superintendent  of  Pullic  Schools. 
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D  E  s  I  &  zsr     No  .   1 


This  building  is  intended  to  accommodate  forty-eight  pupils.     It  is  twenty -one  feet  front 
by  thirty-six  feet  deep;  ceiling  thirteen  feet.     There  are  two  entrancee. 
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DESIGS-N     No, 


The  ground  plan  of  this  design  corresponds  with  that  of  design  No.  1.     There  are  two 
entrances  front.     Height  of  ceiling  thirteen  feet. 
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DiCSIGS-lSr    No.    3 


This  building  scats  seventy  pupils.     It  is  twenty-five  feet  front  by  forty  feet  deep  ;  ceil- 
ing thirteen  feet  hi;^h.     There  are  two  cloak-roonia  and  a  hall. 
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DESlG-]Sr      ISTo.     -i. 


This  is  a  two  story  buiklino^,  ani  desigae.l  to  accommodate  oae  hundred  and  twenty  pu- 
pils.    The  ground-floor  is  thirty  feet  fron'".  by  forty-three  feet  six  inches  deep. 
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INTERPRETATIO";^   OF  THE   SCnOOL   LAW. 


I. — THE    GENERAL    SCHOOL    LAW. 

1.  The  general  school  law  is  in  fall  force  and  effect  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  except  where  special  acts  and  chartei'S  are  granted  ;  in  which 
cases  the  general  school  law  is  of  no  force  whenever  it  conflicts  with 
such  special  acts  and  charters, 

2.  Boards  of  Education  established  under  special  laws  must  make  an- 
nual reports  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

3.  The  schools  established  under  special  acts  must  be  free,  in  order  to 
be  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  school  fund. 

4r.  The  school  fund  can  be.  distributed  only  to  public  schools;  and 
public  schools  are  such  schools  only  as  are  entirely  under  the  con- 
trol of  officers  appointed  by  the  people. 

The  Constitution  provides  that  the  fund  established  for  the  support 
of  free  schools  shall  be  perpetual,  and  declares  that  the  income  there- 
of, except  so  piuch  as  may  be  judged  expedient  to  apply  to  an  increase 
of  the  capital,  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  supj^ort  of  ])ublic 
schools,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  State.  From 
time  to  time,  the  Legislature  has  passed  laws  for  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  public  schools,  and  for  the  regulation  of  every- 
thing therewith  connected.  These  laws  are  in  fidl  force  and  effect  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  except  in  certain  cities  and  districts,  where  the 
inhabitants  are  empowered  by  special  acts  and  charters  to  establish, 
and  maintain  public  schools.  In  such  cases  the  general  school  law  is 
of  no  force  when  it  conflicts  with  such  special  acfs  and  charters. 

The  Boards  of  Education  in  cities  and  incoiporated  towns  cannot, 
however,  expend  the  interest  of  the  school  fund  nppoi'tioned  to  them, 
except  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  public  schools.  The  in- 
come of  this  fund,  by  a  provision  of  the  constitution,  cannot  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose.  So  far  then  as  regards  the  expenditure  of  the 
moneys  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State,  Boards  of  Education  acting 
under  special  chsirter  must  be  governed  by  the  general  school  law. 
The  officers  comprising  such,  boards,  in  all  transactions  affecting  these 
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moneys,  hold  similar  relations  to  the  State  as  are  held  by  district  trus- 
tees, town  superintendents,  and  other  local  officers  appointed  uuder 
the  general  law.  The  State  must  be  regularly  and  fully  advised  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  funds  confided  to  them  are  disposed  of,  and 
to  this  end  it  is  incumbent  upon  such  boards  to  make  out  a  rej^ort  in 
writing  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Pub- 
lic Schools,  on  or  before  the  15th  day  of  December,  in  each  and  every 
year,  of  the  state  and  condition  of  the  schools  within  their  respective 
territories  and  under  their  control,  the  number  of  scholars  taught  there- 
in, the  terras  of  tuition,  the  length  of  time  such  schools  have  been 
kept  open,  the  amount  of  money  received  by  them,  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  has  been  appropriated  and  expended,  together  with  such 
other  information  as  they  may  think  necessary,  or  may  be  required  by 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

n. — COUNTY   EXAMINEKS. 

1.  The  chosen  freeholders  of  every  county  are  required  by  law  to  ap- 
point, at  their  first  annual  meeting,  two  Examiners  and  Yisitors  for 
their  respective  counties. 

2.  County  Examiners  may  take  such  course  as  shall  to  them  seem. 
most  advisable  in  the  examiuation  of  teachers. 

3.  They  may  limit  a  teacher's  license  as  regards  time. 

4.  When  graded  schools  are  maintained  in  a  county,  the  certificates 
of  license  may  specify  the  grade  for  which  the  teacher  therein 
named  is  qualified. 

The  law  very  wisely  provides  for  the  appointment  in  each  county 
of  two  persons  whose  special  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  license 
teachers.  They  are  denominated  Examiners  and  Visitors.  These 
officers  are  appointed  by  the  chosen  freeholders  ;  and.  it  is  a  mistake 
to  suj^pose,  as  is  too  frequently  the  case,  that  this  appointment  may,  or 
may  not,  be  made  at  the  discretion  of  the  freeholders.  The  chosen 
freeholders  are  required  by  law  to  appoint,  at  their  first  annual  meet- 
ing, two  Examiners  and  Yisitors  for  their  respective  counties.  The 
law  is  imperative  in  this  matter. 

Examiners  and  Visitors  thus  appointed  have  a  single  duty  assigned 
to  them,  namely,  to  examine  and  license  teachers  for  their  respective 
counties.  But  the  law"  does  not  specify  how,  or  when,  or  for  what 
period  of  time,  they  may  so  examine  and  license.  These  are  matters, 
then,  wherein  they  have  discretionary  powers  ;  and  it  follows  that 
they  may  adopt  such  course  as  shall  seem  to  them  most  advisable  in 
the  examination  of  teachers.  They  may  hold  regular  meetings  for 
this  purpose,  or,  if  so  agreed  upon  between  them,  they  may  examine 
and  license  teachers  separately.  The  licenses  granted  by  them  may 
be  limited  as  to  time,  but  must  be  restricted  to  the  counties  for  which 
the  Examiners  are  appointed.  When  graded  schools  exist  in  a  county, 
the  certificates  of  license  may  specify  the  grade  for  which  the  teacher 
therein  named  is  qualified. 
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in. — TOWN   SUPEKINTENDENTS. 

1.  A  Town  Superintendent  holds  his  office  for  one  year  and  until 
another  is  elected  and  lej^ally  qualified  in  his  stead. 

2.  In  case  the  individual  elected  to  the  office  of  Town  Superintendent 
fails  to  qualify,  or  give  such  security  as  is  required  by  law,  within 
ten  days  after  his  election,  or  appointment,  his  office  becomes 
vacant. 

3.  A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Town  Superin- 
tendent. 

4.  A  Town  Superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  pay  an  order  given  to  a 
teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  such 
teacher  more  than  his  services  are  worth,  or  more  than  such  trustees 
ought  to  allow  him. 

5.  A  Town  Superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  an  order  made  upon 
him  b}'-  the  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if  in  his  opinion  such  trus- 
tees are  not  entitled  to  make  such  order. 

Section  five  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved  April 
17,  1846,  authorizes  and  empowers  the  inhabitants  of  the  several 
townships,  at  their  annual  town  meetings,  to  elect  and  choose  in  the 
same  manner  as  "  other  town  officers"  are  elected,  one  suitable  person 
who  shall  be  denominated  a  town  superintendent  of  public  schools,  for 
their  respective  townships,  etc.  Now,  as  "  other  township  officers"  are 
elected  to  hold  their  offices  "  one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  cho- 
sen and  legally  qualified  in  their  stead,"  it  follows  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  section  five  above  referred  to,  to  place  town  superintendents, 
as  regards  their  terms  of  service,  on  the  same  footing  with  "  other 
township  officers." 

Section  ten  of  the  act  above  named,  provides  that  the  town  super- 
intendent shall,  within  ten  days  after  his  appointment,  enter  into  a 
bond  to  the  inhabitants  of  his  township,  in  their  corporate  name,  with 
two  good  and  sufficient  securities,  etc.  ;  and  the  law  regulating  the 
election  of  township  officers,  provides  that  if  any  officer  shall  not  give 
such  security  as  is,  or  shall  be,  by  law  required,  within  the  time  for 
that  purpose  limited,  then,  and  in  every  such  case,  such  neglect  shall 
be  deemed  a  refusal  to  serve  in  such  office,  and  the  township)  in  which 
such  officer  was  chosen,  or  township  committee  who  appointed  him, 
as  the  case  shall  require,  may  thereupon  proceed  to  a  new  election,  or 
appointment."  The  words  "  in  the  same  manner  as  other  township 
officers  are  elected,"  comprehend  the  provisions  of  the  law  regulating 
the  election  of  township  officers  above  quoted,  and  it  follows  that,  in 
case  the  individual  elected  to  the  office  of  town  superintendent  fails 
to  qualify,  or  give  such  security  as  is  required  by  law,  within  ten 
days  after  his  election,  or  appointment,  his  office  becomes  vacant. 

A  public  school  teacher  is  eligible  to  the  office  of  Town  superintend- 
ent. 

A  Town  Superintendent  cannot  refuse  to  pay  an  order  given  to  a 
teacher  for  his  wages  on  the  ground  that  the  trustees  allow  such 
teacher  more  than  his  services  are  worth  or  more  than  such  trustees 
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ought  to  allow  him.  The  trustees  are  the  only  persons  authorized  by  law 
to  contract  with  and  employ  a  teacher,  and  they  are  the  only  persons 
authorized  to  judge  as  to  the  value  of  a  teacher's  services,  JSTeverthe- 
less,  a  Town  Superintendent  may  refuse  to  pay  an  order  made  upon  him 
by  the  trustees  of  a  school  district,  if  in  his  opinion  such  trustees  are 
not  entitled  to  make  such  order;  and  thereupon,  the  trustees  may  ap- 
peal to  the  State  Superintendent,  placing  before  him  all  the  facts  in 
the  case.  This  decision,  approved  by  the  Attorney-General,  will  be 
final  until  reversed  by  tlie  Supreme  Court. 

IV, — DISTRICT   TEUSTEE8. 

1.  A  district  composed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships  is  not 
entitled  to  more  than  three  Trustees. 

2.  A  Trustee  may  be  re-elected  to  office  as  often  as  the  inhabitants  of 
a  district  see  fit  to  do  so. 

3.  A  Trustee  must  reside  in  the  district  for  which  he  is  elected. 

4.  In  case  a  Trustee  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  district, 
it  is  not  lawful  to  appoint  some  individual  to  serve  in  his  stead  for 
the  period  that  he  is  absent. 

5.  A  Trustee  cannot  res'gn  his  office  to  the  town  superintendent,  but 
only  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district  lawfully  assembled. 

6.  In  case  a  Trustee  resign  his  office  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants, 
said  office  cannot  be  filled  at  the  same  meeting,  but  only  afier  due 
notice  of  an  election  has  been  given. 

7.  A  Trustee's  office  becomes  vacant  by  his  removal  from  the  district 
for  which  he  is  elected. 

8.  A  Trustee  cannot  be  expelled  from  his  office  by  a  vote  of  the  in- 
habitants of  his  district. 

9.  Trustees  have  a  riglit  to  keep  the  school-h.ouse  doors  closed,  when 
they  do  not  thereby  defeat  the  object  for  which  said  house  is  in- 
tended to  be  used. 

10.  District  Trustees  alone  have  the  right  to  establish  a  public  school 
and  contract  with  and  employ  a  public  school  teaciier. 

11.  A  Trustee  does  not  continue  to  hold  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  at  the  annual  meetinu-  to  hold  an  election. 

Ev(.'ry  school  district  is  entitled  to  three  trustees;  and  no  school 
district,  even  if  it  be  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  is 
entitled  to  more  than  three  tiustees.  A  majority  of  the  board  of  trus- 
tees is  competent  to  transact  any  business  that  may  devolve  upon 
them  as  trustees.  Any  taxable  male  citizen  of  a  school  district  is  eli- 
gible to  the  office  of  trustee  ;  and  any  such  person  may  be  reelected 
to  such  office,  year  after  year,  as  long  m  the  inhabitants  of  a  district 
may  see  fit  to  continue  him  therein. 

A  trustee  cannot  delegate  his  authority  to  another  person  ;  and  if 
he  wishes  to  be  absent  for  a  season  from  his  district,  it  is  not  lawful 
for  the  inhaljitants  to  appoint  some  imiividnal  to  serve  in  his  stead  for 
the  period  that  he  is  absent.  If  a  trustee  leaves  his  district  vvitli  the 
intention  to  be  absent  six  months  or  more,  his  office  thereby  b'ecomes 
vacant,  and  ten  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  district  may  notify 
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the  Town  Superintendent  of  the  fact,  in  writing,  whereupon  it  will  b3 
the  duty  of  said  Superintendent  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  district  for 
the  purpose  of  filling  the  vacancy. 

A  Trustee  cannot  resign  his  office  to  the  Town  Superintendent.  His 
office  is  Conferred  upon  him  by  the  irdialiitnnts  of  the  district  at  a 
meeting  held  in  accoidance  with  the  law ;  and  he  can  resign  Ids  olHce 
only  at  a  meeting  of  the  inluiMtauts  held  according  to  law.  The  office 
of  trustee  cannot  be  resigned  and  tilled  atiain  at  one  and  the  same 
meeting  ;  for  the  law  provides  that  when  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  board 
of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to  fill  such  vacancy  shall 
be  held  upon  ten  days  notice  of  the  time  thereof  to  be  given  by  the 
Town  Superintendent  of  the  township  in  which  such  district  is  situate, 
by  advertisement  in  three  of  the  most  public  places  in  said  district. 

A  Trustee  cannot  be  expelled  from  office  by  the  inhabitants  of  his 
district  for  any  reason  whatever. 

The  district  school  house  is  as  much  under  the  control  of  the  dis- 
trict trustees  as  if  it  were  part  of  their  personal  property,  except  that 
they  have  no  right  to  deprive  the  district  of  its  possession,  or  of  its 
use  lor  school  purposes.  They  may  close  its  doors  at  all  times  when 
the  school  is  not  in  session. 

District  Trustees  alone  have  the  right  to  establish  a  public  school, 
and  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  public  school  teacher.  They  can- 
not, however,  employ  a  teacher  wdio  is  not  regularly  licensed. 

A  Trustee  cannot  continue  to  hold  his  office  in  consequence  of  a 
failure  to  fill  his  place  at  the  annual  district  meeting.  The  law  pro- 
vides that  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  several  school  districts  shall 
elect  annually,  one  trustee  to  hold  his  office  three  years;  and  there  is 
no  section  of  the  law  which  provides  that  such  trustee  shall  hold  his 
office  for  any  greater  period  of  time,  or  until  his  successor  shall  be 
elected.  If  no  election  be  held  at  an  annual  district  meeting,  the  va- 
cancy that  then  occurs  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  continues  to  exist, 
and  can  be  filled  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  supplement 
to  the  act,  approved  March  17,  1854. 

V. INCOKPORATED    SCHOOL    DISTRICT. 

1.  An  incorporated  school  district  may  be  altered  or  abolished  with 
the  assent  of  tiie  majority  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  district,  which 
assent  maybe  obtained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient  and  suffi- 
ciently decisive  to  enable  the  Town  Superintendent  and  trustees  to 
make  the  requisite  certilicate  of  the  alteration  or  alKtlisInnent. 

2.  The  consent  of  the  trustees  of  an  incorporated  district  is  not  neces- 
i"   sary  in  order  to  alter  or  abolish  such  district. 

3.  When  an  incorporated  district  and  a  township  are  territorially 
alike,  the  money  raised  by  tax  at  town  meetings  must  be  applied 
to  all  the  schools  in  the  district  entitled  under  the  law  to  a  portion 
of  the  school  fund. 

The  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  and  trustees  to  be  satis- 
fied as  to  the  wishes  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated 
disirict  before  alterino-  or  abolishinof  it.     But  the  manner  in  which 
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the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  are  to  be  ascertained  not  being  declared^ 
it  may  be  inferred  that  the  law  intends  this  matter  to  be  governed  by 
cirenmstanees.  The  consent,  then,  of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
of  the  district  may  be  obtained  in  any  way  that  is  convenient,  and 
sufficiently  decisive  to  enable  the  Town  Superintendent  to  make  the 
requisite  certificate  of  the  alteration  or  abolishment ;  and  inasmuch 
as  the  law  requires  the  Town  Superintendent  to  be  satisfied  as  to  the 
wishes  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district  before 
altering  or  abolishing  it,  it  is  fair  that,  in  case  a  sacrifice  of  time  in 
canvassing  a  district  be  necessary  on  his  part,  he  should  receive  com- 
pensation for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  per  day. 

It  is  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  and  not  the 
trustees,  who  have  the  right  to  decide  whether  such  district  shall  be 
altered  or  not.  If  the  inhabitants  determine  that  it  shall  be  altered, 
the  trustees  cannot  refuse  to  sign  the  necessary  certificate,  although 
they  may  be  personally  opposed  to  such  alteration.  Should  they  re- 
fuse, it  is  only  necessary  to  apply  to  the  proper  court  for  an  order 
compelling  them  to  discharge  their  duty.  The  consent  of  the  trustees 
of  an  incorporated  district  is  not  necessary  in  order  to  alter  or  abolish 
such  district. 

It  happens  sometimes,  though  very  rarely,  that  the  bounderies  of  a 
township  correspond  territorially  with  the  boundaries  of  an  incor- 
porated district ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  there  is  but  one  district  in  a 
township,  and  that  district  is  incorporated.  In  such  a  district  there 
may  be  one  or  more  schools  under  the  care  of  a  religious  society, 
which  school  or  schools  may  be  entitled  to  a  share  of  the  public  school 
fund.  If,  now,  at  the  annual  town  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  such 
a  township,  it  shall  be  agreed  upon  by  vote  to  raise  by  tax  a  certain 
sum  of  money  for  the  support  of  schools,  must  all  this  money  be  de- 
voted to  the  maintenance  of  the  school  belonging  to  the  incorporated 
district,  or  must  a  portion  of  it  be  allowed  to  the  school,  or  schools, 
under  the  care  of  the  religious  societies  in  in  said  district  ? 

The  money  thus  raised  must  be  equitably  divided  among  all  the 
schools  of  the  township  entitled  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  school 
fund.  If  the  people  of  such  a  township  desire  to  raise  money  as  an 
incorporated  school  district,  they  must,  through  their  trustees,  as  a 
district,  give  the  notice  required  by  section  11  of  the  "  Supplement 
to  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,"  approved  March  14,  1851 ;  and 
the  people  must  decide  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  those  assembled  in 
pursuance  of  said  notice,  how  much  money  shall  be  raised  by  taxation, 
a  certificate  of  which  must  be  made  out  and  signed  by  the  trustees^ 
and  delivered  to  the  assessor  of  said  township. 

VI. — DISTKIGTS   NOT   INCOKPOKATED. 

1.  Township  committees  have  no  authority  to  establish  or  alter  school 
districts. 

2.  The  inhabitants  of  a  school  district  have  no  right  to  meet  and,  by 
a  vote,  withdraw  from  the  district  to  which  they  belong. 


SCHOOL  KEPORT.  63 

3.  The  town  superintendent  alone  has  power  to  establish,  to  alter  or 
abolish  an  unincorporated  school  district. 

4.  Town  superintendents  cannot  be  compelled  to  alter  or  abolish  a 
school  district. 

5.  A  district  lying  partly  in  one  township  and  partly  in  another,  can- 
not be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  superintendents  of  both 
townships,  except  in  case  of  disagreement,  when  the  superintendents 
of  the  three  next  adjacent  townships  may  alter  it. 

6.  A  town  superintendent  cannot  alter  or  abolish  a  school  district 
without  first  communicating  his  intention  to  the  trustees  of  all  the 
districts  to  be  thereby  affected. 

7.  The  trustees,  and  nnt  the  township  committee,  may  be  associated 
with  the  town  superintendent  in  altering  the  boundaries  of  a  school 
district. 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  two  school  districts  having  met  at 
a  private  house,  resolved  to  set  off  and  organize  a  new  district  from 
those  to  which  they  respectively  belonged.  "With  a  view  to  carrying 
out  this  design,  they  prepared  a  list  of  such  families  as  desired  to  be 
so  set  off  as  a  new  district,  appointed  trustees,  and  adopted  the  name  of 
Belmont  District.  Subsequently  the  individuals  appointed  as  trustees 
appeared  before  the  township  committee,  and  asked  to  have  their  pro- 
ceeding ratified.  The  committee  "  decided  to  waive  all  objections  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  form  in  which  the  matter  was  presented,"  and 
the  proceedings  were  by  them  approved. 

Proceedings  of  this  kind  are  unwarranted  by  law,  and  are,  of  course, 
without  the  least  force  or  effect.  In  the  first  place,  the  inhabitants  of 
districts  have  no  authority  to  meet,  and  withdraw  from  the  districts  to 
wbich  they  respectively  belong.  In  the  second  place,  having  met, 
and  determined,  if  possible,  to  set  themselves  off  as  a  separate  district, 
they  have  no  right,  at  such  meeting,  to  choose  trustees.  In  the  third 
place,  having  met  and  resolved  to  set  themselves  off  a  district,  their 
action  cannot  be  autlioritatively  approved,  or  disapproved,  or  in  any 
wise  reviewed  officially  by  the  township  committee.  The  township 
committee  has  no  power  whatever,  to  establish  or  alter  school  districts. 
If  the  inhabitants  of  the  so-called  I3elmont  district  desired  to  set  them- 
selves off  from  the  districts  to  which  they  belonged,  they  should  have 
applied  to  the  Town  Superintendent,  who  alone  hud  authority  to  carry 
out  their  wishes.  If  the  Town  Superintendent  had  seen  fit  to  form  a 
district  in  accordance  with  their  wishes,  and  if  the  trustees  of  the  dis- 
tricts to  which  they  belonged,  had  not  objected  to  his  so  doing,  he 
could  have  set  them  off  at  any  time  ;  and  within  twenty  days  after  he 
had  so  set  them  off,  it  would  have  been  his  duty  to  prepare  a  notice 
in  writing  describing  the  district  thus  formed,  and  appointing  a  time 
and  place  for  the  first  district  meeting,  and  then,  and  not  till  then, 
could  the  district  trustees  be  elected. 

Township  committees  have  no  power  to  compel  Town  Superinten- 
dents to  alter  unincorporated  districts.  If  a  Town  Superintendent  re- 
fuse to  alter  such  a  district,  there  is  no  person  authorized  to  compel 
him  to  do  so. 

A  district  lying  partly  in  one  township,  and  partly  in  another,  can- 
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not  be  altered  without  the  consent  of  the  superintendents  of  both,  town- 
ships, except  in  cases  of  disagreement  between  them,  when  they  must 
associate  with  themselves  the  Superiotendents  of  the  three  next  adja- 
cent townships,  and  the  decision  of  the  whole  number  of  such  Super- 
intendents so  associated  together,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be  final. 

Section  seventeenth  of  "An  act  to  establish  Public  Schools,"  ap- 
proved April  17th,  1840,  provides  that :  "  In  the  erection  or  altera- 
tion of  a  school  district,  the  trustees  of  any  district  to  he  affected  there- 
by, may  apjd}^  to  the  township  committee  to  be  associated  with  the 
Town  Superintendent,  and  their  action  shall  be  final."  Which  section 
evidently  recognizes  the  right  of  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  be 
notified  of  any  alteration  thereof  contemplated  by  the  Town  Superin- 
tendent, in  order  that,  in  case  of  dissatisfaction  on  their  part,  they 
may  make  use  of  such  means  as  the  law  provides  for  preventing  such 
alterations. 

This  section  of  the  law  does  not  require  the  Town  Superintendent,  be- 
fore altering  a  district,  to  serve  a  formal  notice  of  his  intention  upon 
the  trustees,  but  in  its  phraseology,  and  its  provisions,  it  intends,  be- 
yond a  doubt,  that  school  districts  shall  not  be  altered  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  trustees  of  such  district. 

While  then  a  Town  Superintendent,  in  the  alteration  of  a  school 
district,  is  not  obliged  to  obtain  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  in- 
habitants thereof;  and  while  such  alteration  would  be  lawful  (though 
in  opposition  to  the  wishes  of  the  trustees),  if  consummated  with  their 
knowledge,  and  without  protest,  or  appeal,  on  their  part,  such  altera- 
tion, made  covertly,  and  without  their  knowledge,  would  be  a  disre- 
gard of  the  spirit,  the  phraseology  and  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and 
would  be  void  ah  initio. 

A  wrong  interpretation  is  not  unfrequently  given  to  the  words  of 
section  seventeen  above  quoted.  It  is  the  i'nistees,  and  not  the  town- 
ship committee,  who  may  be  associated  with  the  Town  Superintendent 
in  altering  the  boundaries  of  a  school  district. 

VII. — DISTRICT   MEETINGS. 

1.  The  Town  Superintendent  is  the  only  person  authorized  by  law  to 
call  district  meetings,  except  when  it  is  desirable  in  incorporated 
districts  to  raise  money  by  tax;  and  in  such  cases  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  trustees  to  notify  the  inhabitants  to  assemble. 

2.  It  is  not  obligatory  upon  the  Town  Superintendent  to  call  the  dis- 
trict iiieetiiigs  at  the  (iistiict  t^chooi  house. 

3.  The  annu;il  di-trict  meeting  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  hy  law, 
and  not  on  any  day  which  the  Town  Superintendent  may  deem 
more  desli'able. 

4.  Three  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  a  district,  meeting  in  pursuance 
of  a  legal  notice,  are  sufficient  to  transact  the  business  for  which 
such  meeting  is  called. 

5.  At  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  called 
to  raise  money,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  trusteeSj  or  a  majority 
of  them,  should  be  present. 
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6.  Moiie_y  cannot  bo  orJered  to  be  I'iiised  by  tax  at  a  meeting  of  tlie 
taxable  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the  ])urpose 
to  raise  money  be  dech\i-t'd  in  the  notice  by  whicli  sncli  meeting  is 
called. 

T.  At  a  meeting  of  an  incor|H)rated  district,  there  being  many  persons 
present  not  entitled  to  take  })ai't  in  the  j^roceeding^,  it  would  be  im- 
proper to  vote  viva  voce  on  a  resoiutioQ  to  raise  money  by  tax ;  and 
the  trustees,  if  dissatisfied,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and  sign  tlie 
required  certificate. 

S.  "When  no  inspectors  of  election  are  appointed  at  a  district  meeting, 
the  chairman,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  authorized,  in  casj  of  dis- 
2)ute,  to  decide  who  are,  and  who  are  not  legal  voters. 

Section  six  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools,  approved,  April 
IT,  18i6,  provides  that  "  district  meetings  shall  be  held  annually  on 
the  first  Monday  of  April,  of  the  time  and  ])lace  of  which  meeting 
ten  days'  notice  shall  be  given  in  writing  by  the  Town  Suj)erinten- 
dent."  Again,  at  sections  one  and  two  of  the  supplement  to  said  act, 
approved  March  17, 1854,  it  is  provided  that  "  in  case  of  any  vacancy 
in  the  board  of  trustees  of  any  school  district,  the  election  to  fill  such 
vacancy  shall  be  held  upon  ten  days'  notice  of  the  time  and  place  there- 
of, to  be  given  by  the  Town  Superintendent,"  etc.  But  at  section 
eleven  of  said  act,  it  is  provided  that  "  in  case  the  trustees  of  any  in- 
corporated school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  land,  to  build  a 
school  house  thereon,  or  to  build  or  enlarge  a  school  house,  or  to  ex- 
pend in  repairs  a  larger  sum  in  any  one  year  than  twenty  dollars,  or 
to  pa3'  existing  debts,  or  to  dispose  of,  or  mortgage,  a  school  house,  or 
to  raise  additional  money  for  such  purpose;  or  for  maintaining  free 
schools  in  said  district,  such  trustees  may  call  a  meeting  of  the  taxa- 
ble inhabitants  of  said  district,  at  some  public  place  therein,  signed 
by  at  least  two  of  said  trustees  setting  forth  the  time  and  place,"  etc. 

It  appears  then  that  the  Town  Superintendent  is  the  only  person 
authorized  by  law  to  call  district  meetings,  except  when  it  is  desired, 
in  incorporated  districts,  to  raise  money  by  tax;  and  in  such  cases  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  trustees  to  notify  the  inhabitants  to  assemble. 
While  it  would  be  proper  for  the  Town  Superintendent  to  consult  the 
wishes  of  tije  trustees,  as  to  the  time  and  place  for  holding  such  meet- 
ings as  he  is  authorized  to  call,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  do  so, 
and  it  is  not  within  the  powe«'  of  the  truetees  to  change  the  hour  or 
the  place  whi«^i  ]}o  desigiifUes  m  his  notice. 

It  is- not  obligatory  upon  the  Town  Superintendent  to  call  the  dis- 
trict meeting  at  the  district  school  house,  although  in  tlie  opinion  of 
the  trustees  this  may  be  the  most  suitable  place. 

Annual  district  meetings  must  be  held  on  the  day  fixed  upon  by 
law,  and  not  on  any  day  whicli  the  Town  Superintendent  or  the  trus- 
tees, may  deem  more  desii-able.  In  case  of  a  failure  to  liold  a  meet- 
ing on  that  day,  the  office  (f  the  trustee  whose  term  then  expires, 
becomes  vacant,  and  can  be  filled  afterwards  only  at  a  meeting  called 
expressly  for  such  purpose. 

The  law  does  not  specify  the  number  of  persons  who  shall  be  pre- 
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sent  and  vote  at  a  district  meeting  held  for  any  purpose  ;  but  it  de- 
clares that  certain  matters  shall  be  determined  by  a  majority,  and 
■   ■     other  matters  by  two-thirds,  of  those  present.     It  is  fair  to 
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to  transact  the  business  for  which  such  meeting  is  called. 

It  is  sometimes  supposed  that  the  trustees  must  be  present  at  a 
meetincr  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  because  the  law 
requires  two  of  them,  at  least,  to  make  out  and  sign  a  certificate  of 
the  amount  of  money  ordered  to  be  raised,  and  deliver  said  certificate 
to  the  a-sessor  of  the  township.  But  this  is  not  the  case.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  the  tmstecs  should  be  present  at  such  a  meeting.  The 
minutes  of  the  meeting,  attested  by  the  chairman  and  secretary,  are 
sufiicient  to  warrant  the  trustees  in  making  out  and  signing  the  re- 
quisite certificate. 

The  notice  of  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  dis- 
trict to  raise  money,  should  specify  as  fully  as  possible  the  purpose 
for  which  the  money  is  to  be  raised.  Under  a  call  to  raise  money  for 
incidental  expenses,  it  would  not  be  laAvful  to  order  money  to  be 
raised  to  purchase  land,  or  to  build  a  school-house.  Kor  would  it  be 
lawful  to  raise  money  for  any  purpose  at  a  meeting  called  to  elect  a 
trustee,  "  and  for  the  transaction  of  such  other  business  as  may  be 
deemed  necessary."  Money  cannot  be  ordered  to  be  raised  by  tax  at 
a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district,  unless  the 
purpose  to  raise  money  be  declared  in  the  notice  by  which  sitch  meet- 
ing is  called. 

In  order  to  raise  money  by  taxation,  it  is  required  by  law  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  present  at  a  meeting  held  for  that 
purpose,  shall  give  their  consent.  But  the  law  does  not  declare  in 
what  manner  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  This  may  be  done  in  any  way 
whereby  the  wishes  of  the  inhabitants  may  be  satisfiictorily  expressed. 
But  if  the  meeting  is  evidently  composed  largely  of  persons  not  en- 
titled to  take  part  in  the  proceedings,  it  \^  ould  be  improper  to  vote 
viva  voce  on  a  resolution  to  raise  money  by  tax  ;  and  the  trustees,  if 
dissatisfied  with  such  vote,  may  refuse  to  make  out  and  sign  the  re- 
quired certificate.  Under  which  circumstances,  appeal  may  be  made 
to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools,  whose  duty  it  Mill  then  be  to 
investigate  the  matter,  and  by  his  decision,  either  sustain  the  action 
of  tl'ie  trustees,  or  direct  them  to  crrry  on<-  the  wishes  of  flie  inee'^^ng. 
None  but  male  white  cjrizens,  who  are  taxable,  are  entitled  to  vote  at 
district  meetings.  Such  is  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court,  rendered 
in  the  year  1855.  But  who  is  to  decide  as  to  the  qualification  of  an 
individual  voter,  is  sometimes  a  very  perplexing  question  at  district 
meetings  ;  and  it  happens  occasionlly  that  two  peisons  pretend  to  the 
same  oifice  in  ihe  Bouid  of  Trustees,  one  of  them  being  sustained  by 
the  chairman  of  the  meeting  at  which  he  claims  to  have  been  elected, 
while  the  other  is  sustained  by  the  old  members  of  the  board,  on  the 
ground  that  the  opposing  candidate's  majority  was  obtained  by  illegal 
voting. 
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When  no  iuspectors  of  election  are  appointed  at  a  district  meeting, 
the  cliairman,  by  virtue  of  his  oflice,  is  autliorized,  in  case  of  dispute, 
to  decide  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  legal  voters.  The  decision  of  a 
presiding  officer  does  not,  however,  prechide  an  investigation  of  the 
legal  result  of  an  election  ;  and  this  decision  may  be  reversed  by  the 
proper  com-t ;  but  until  this  decision  is  reversed  it  must  govern  in  the 
premises. 

VIII. — PUBLIC    SCHOOLS. 

1.  A  public  school  is  a  school  tliat  is  completely  under  the  control  of 
officers  elected,  or  appointed,  by  the  people. 

2.  JSTone  other  than  public  schools  can  claim  a  portion  of  the  public 
moneys,  unless  entitled  to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to 
establish  public  schools,  approved  April  17,  1846. 

8.  PuMic  schools  must  be  free  so  long  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 

by  the  public  moneys. 
4.  One  public  school  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained  in 

each  district. 
6.  A  child  must  attend  the  public  school  belonging  to  the  district  in 

which  he  resides. 

6.  A  child  may  be  transferred  from  one  district  to  another  on  certain 
conditions. 

7.  Trustees  may  charge  a  tuition  fee  for  chidren  who  are  not  resi- 
dents. 

8.  A  child  may  be  expelled  from  a  public  school  by  the  district  trus- 
tees if  his  attendance  thereat  is  injurious  to  such  school. 

A  great  deal  of  uncertainty  prevails  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  term 
piihlic  school  j  and,  in  order  to  receive  a  portion  of  the  public  mo- 
neys, this  name  is  sometimes  applied  to  schools  wdiich  have  no  claims 
■whatever  to  it.  Schools  under  the  care  of  religious  societies  are  not 
public  schoob,  even  though  they  be  entirely  free.  Schools  belonging 
to  societies,  or  private  corporations  of  any  kind,  are  not  public  schools. 
A  public  school  is  a  school  that  is  completely  under  the  control  of 
officers  elected  or  appointed  according  to  law  by  the  taxable  inhabit- 
ants of  the  district,  or  place,  in  which  it  is  located.  Its  teachers  are 
appointed  by  the  trustees,  and  paid  by  the  trustees,  and  can  be  re- 
moved by  the  trustees ;  and  the  trustees,  in  turn,  are  governed  by 
tlie  general  school  law,  which  prescribes  their  duties,  and  holds  them 
accountable  fur  negligence  thereof.  Public  schools  as  thus  described, 
are  entitled  to  a  portion  of  the  public  school  moneys  ;  and  no  other 
schools  have  a  claim  to  any  portion  of  these  moneys,  unless  entitled 
to  it  under  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  to  establish  public  schools, 
approved  April  17,  1846. 

Public  schools  must  be  free  as  long  as  they  can  be  so  maintained 
by  means  of  the  public  moneys.  While  in  many  places  the  moneys 
received  from  the  State,  together  with  those  raised  by  tax,  are  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  good  schools  throughout  the  year,  in  many  other 
places  such  is  not  the  case.    Enough  money  is  not  I'aised  by  tax ;  and  the 
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fault  is  Oil  the  part  of  those  who  have  no  personal  interest  in  the  mat- 
ter. Under  these  circamstances,  the  public  moneys  should  be  so  ap- 
plied as  to  afford  to  all  a  fair  opportunity  to  profit  by  them. 

One  public  school,  at  least,  must  be  established  and  maintained  in 
each  district,  except  when,  in  any  township,  city  or  borough,  two  or 
more  districts  unite  and  consolidate  the  respective  quotas  of  the 
school  money  apportioned  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  one 
or  more  free  schools  in  said  township,  city  or  borough. 

Each  district  school  is  intended  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  located.  It  is  a  violation  of  the 
spirit  of  the  law  to  pay  to  a  parent  liis  "  share  of  the  public  money," 
as  it  is  called,  and  allow  him  to  expend  the  same  wherever  he  pleases 
for  his  child's  tuition,  ^Nevertheless  there  may  be  circumstances  un- 
der which  it  would  be  proper  to  permit  a  child  to  go  from  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  resides  to  the  school  of  an  adjacent  district.  This, 
however,  can  be  done  only  with  the  consent  of  the  Superintendent, 
and  the  trustees  of  both  districts,  it  being  agreed  atiiong  them  that 
such  child's  share  of  the  public  money  shall  go  to  the  district  in  which 
he  attends  sciiool.  Although  non-residents  of  a  district  have  no  rights 
to  the  benefits  of  the  public  schools  of  such  district,  they  may  send 
their  children  to  such  school  with  the  consent  of  the  trustees  ;  but  in 
such  cases  the  trustees  should  demand  a  fair  price  for  the  tuition  thus 
aflorded. 

A  public  school  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  who  attend  it.  ISTo  child 
attending  such  school  has  a  right  to  conduct  himself,  or  herself,  in 
such  a  way  as  to  disturb  the  rights  of  others ;  and  if  a  child  persist  in 
such  a  course  of  conduct  it  would  be  unjust  to  others  to  allow  him  or 
her  to  remain  in  school.  A  child,  then,  may  be  expelled  from  a 
public  school  by  the  district  trustees  if  his  attendance  thereat  be 
injurious  to  such  school. 

IX. — SCHOOLS    BELONGING   TO    RELIGIOUS    SOCIETIES. 

1.  The  trustees  of  a  school  established  under  the  care  of  a  religious 
society,  as  provided  for  by  law,  may  include  in  their  lists  the  child- 
ren of  its  patrons  and  proprietors  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
sixteen  who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

2.  Schools  established  imder  the  care  of  religious  societies  have^no 
title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  rais<ed  by  incorporated  districts 
for  scho'ol  purposes. 

The  law  provides  that  wlien  patrons  or  proprietoi'S  of  any  school 
already  organized  and  established  under  the  care  of  any  religious 
society  or  dcnominatin  of  christians,  whose  church  discipline  provides 
for  the  establishment  of  schools  and  the  aj)pointment  of  trustees,  are 
unwilling  to  relinquish  such  schools  and  become  subject  to  all  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  school 
to  transmit  to  the  Town  Superintendent  of  their  respective  townships, 
a  certificate  of  their  organization  together  with  a  list  of  tlie  children 
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of  such  patruns  and  proprietors,  between  the  ages  of  live  and  sixteen, 
who  are  capable  of  attending  school. 

The  officers  of  such  a  school,  then,  have  a  right  to  include  in  the 
lists  of  the  children  of  its  patrons  and  ])roprictors,  only  those  between 
the  ages  of  live  and  sixteen,  who  are  capable  of  attending  school ;  and 
the  nioney  received  bj^  said  officers  from  the  town  collector  must  be 
applied  directly  to  tlie  support  of  their  school,  and  must  not  be  ex- 
pended b}'  the  patrons  and  proprietors  as  they  may  see  fit. 

By  the  provisions  of  section  twelve  of  the  act  to  establish  public 
schools,  approved  April  ITth,  1S46,  certain  schools,  under  the  care  of 
religions  societies,  or  denominations  of  christians,  are  entitled  to  re- 
ceive ju;t  and  ratable  proportions  of  the  money  assigned  to  the  town- 
ships in  which  they  are  located,  out  of  the  income  of  the  school  fund, 
and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised  or  appropriated  by  said 
townships  for  the  support  of  public  schools. 

But  section  nine  of  the  supplement  to  said  act,  approved  March.  14, 
1851,  provides  that  the  trustees  of  any  school  district  may  become  in- 
corporated ;  and  section  eleven  of  the  same  supplement  confers  upon 
said  trustees  certain  powers,  among  which  is  that  of  raising,  by  taxa- 
tion, for  school  purposes,  any  such  sum  of  money  as  two-thirJs  of  the 
inhabitants  of  such  district,  wdien  duly  assembled,  may  agree  upon, 
in  addition  to  the  money  to  them  apportioned.  Such  money  may  be 
raised  for  special  purposes,  such  as  for  building  or  enlarging  a  scliool 
house,  paying  existing  debts,  maintaining  free  schools,  etc.,  and  the 
money  so  raised  must  be  paid  by  the  township  collector  into  the  hands 
of  the  Town  Superintendent  for  the  use  of  said  district,  and  by  him 
disbursed  on  the  order  of  the  trustees  thereof,  for  the  purposes  directed 
by  the  inhabitants,  at  the  meeting  wdiereat  the  money  was  ordered  to 
be  raised. 

The  law  is  very  clear,  both  at  section  twelve  of  the  act  of  April  17, 
1816,  and  at  section  eleven  of  the  supplement  of  March  14, 1851.  Its 
intention  at  the  latter  section  is,  undoubtedly,  to  provide,  as  far  as 
possible,  free  instruction  in  our  public  schools,  to  enable  the  people, 
wherever  they  may  so  desire,  to  elevate  therein  the  standard  of  learn- 
ing, and  to  secure  the  best  means  to  this  end. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  while  the  law  provides  that  certain  scliools, 
under  the  care  of  religious  societies,  shall  receive  a  ratable  proportion, 
of  the  school  fund,  and  of  such  additional  sum  as  may  be  raised  or 
appropriated  by  the  toi'Jnship  for  the  support  of  public  schools,  such 
schools  have  no  title  to  any  portion  of  the  money  raised  by  incorpo- 
rated districts  for  school  purposes. 

X. — SCHOOLS  FOR  COLOEED   CHILDEEN". 

1.  There  is  no  section  of  the  law  nor  any  decision  of  the  conrts  that 
deprive*;  colored  children  of  the  advantages  of  public  school  instruc- 
tion. 

2.  Schools  may  he  establishei  for  the  special  benefit  of  colored  chil- 
dren. 
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The  law  declares  tliat  it  shall  be  tlie  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the 
several  school  districts  to  apply  the  money  apportioned  to  their  respec- 
tive districts,  or  raised  therein,  to  the  establishing  and  maintenance 
of  free  schools  in  said  districts,  in  which  shall  be  taught,  free  of  charge, 
all  the  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  desirous  of  at- 
tending the  same. 

Under  this  section  of  the  law,  the  children  of  any  class  of  persona 
are  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  public  school  instruction  ;  and  there 
is  no  section  of  the  law,  nor  any  decision  of  the  court  which  deprives 
colored  children  of  these  advantages.  The  law  makes  no  distinction 
between  children  of  one  nationality,  or  race,  and  children  of  another  ; 
nor  does  it  make  any  distinction  between  the  children  of  citizens  and 
the  children  of  those  who  are  not  citizens. 

Trustees  have  full  authority  to  establish  schools  and  employ  teach- 
ers for  their  resiDCctive  districts  ;  and  if  in  their  judgment  the  interests 
of  a  district  require  the  establishment  of  a  school  for  colored  children, 
or  the  establishment  of  two  or  more  schools  differing  as  to  grade,  or 
character,  they  may  act  accordingly,  provided  always  that  ever}'  child 
enjoys  the  advantages  to  which  he  is  entitled. 

XI. — SCHOOL    MONEYS. 

1.  Pnblic  school  moneys  are  such  moneys  as  are  paid  into  the  hands- 
of  the  Town  Superintendent  for  school  purposes,  and  consist  of  the 
interest  of  the  school  fund,  township  and  district  taxes,  and  the 
interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with  such  other  funds  not  raised  by 
tax,  as  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  township  at 
their  annual  town  meeting. 

2.  The  State  does  not  lose  all  control  over  the  public  school  monej'-s, 
even  after  they  have  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  township  officer. 

3.  The  public  school  moneys  cannot  be  paid  out  by  the  Town  Super- 
intendent, except  upon  the  written  order  of  the  district  trustees. 

4.  When  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  neglect  to  transmit  to  the 
Town  Superintendent,  within  the  time  required  by  law,  a  list  of 
the  children  of  their  district,  such  Town  Superintendent  must  Avith- 
hold  from  said  district  a  share  of  the  public  school  fund,  unless  the 
action  of  the  chosen  freeholders  justify  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

5.  It  is  not  optional  with  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  to  expend 
for  educational  purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  money  appor- 
tioned to  said  district  for  a  specified  year.  The  money  apportioned 
to  a  district  for  a  certain  year,  or  raised  by  tax  to  defray  the  expens- 
es of  education  during  tiiat  year,  cannot  be  reserved  for  a  future 
year  or  be  used  to  pay  the  debts  of  a  former  year. 

6.  The  public  money  cannot  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  education  of  their  children  in 
private  schools. 

1.  Districts  that  are  not  incorporated,  have  no  right  to  use  the  public 
school  moneys  for  the  repairing  uf  school  houses. 

8.  The  trustees  of  an  incorporated  school  district  may  expend,  annu- 
ally, twenty  dollars  of  the  public  moneys  in  repairs. 
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The  moneys  nscd  for  the  piii-po^es  of  education  are  of  two  kinds 
and  may  be  distinguished  as  private  and  public  moneys.  Such  funds 
as  are  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  a  district,  by  subscription  or  vol- 
untary assessment,  for  the  purpose  of  repairs,  or  for  tlie  purchase  of 
fuel,  or  books,  or  school  furniture,  etc.,  may  be  regarded  as  private 
moneys  ;  and  with  tliese  moneys  the  law  has  nothing  to  do.  They  go 
into  the  hands  of  the  trustee?,  or  of  a  committee,  and  may  be  ex- 
pended as  the  inhabitants  see  fit.  Public  school  moneys  are  such 
moneys  as  are  paid  into  tlie  hands  of  the  Town  Superintendent  for 
school  purposes.  They  consist  of  the  interest  of  the  school  fund; 
township  and  district  taxe^;  the  interest  of  the  surplus  revenue,  with 
such  other  funds  not  raised  by  tax  as  shall  be  appropriated  by  the  in- 
habitants of  a  township  at  their  annual  town  meeting.  It  is  over 
these  moneys  that  the  law  exercises  a  control,  making  it  the  duty  of 
the  State  Superintendent  of  Schools  to  see  that  they  are  fairly  ap- 
plied. 

All  officers  entrusted  with  these  moneys  are  accountable  to  tlie 
State,  and  may,  at  any  time,  be  held  responsible  for  the  lawful  dis- 
bursement of  the  same.  The  Town  Superintendent,  in  whose  hands 
they  are  lodged,  cannot  pay  them  out  except  njjon  the  written  draft 
of  the  district  trastees,  and  this  draft  must  state  the  object  for  which 
they  are  to  be  used,  and  must  be  made  payable  to  the  order  of  the 
person  entitled  to  receive  them.  The  Town  Superintendent  is,  then, 
made  responsible  for  the  legal  expenditures  of  the  public  moneys, 
and  he  has  no  right  to  pay  out  such  moneys,  except  for  the  purposes 
authorized  by  law.  He  must  judge  as  to  the  propriety  of  paying  or- 
ders made  npon  him  by  the  district  trustees ;  and  in  case  his  opinion 
be  at  variance  with  that  of  the  trustees,  either  party  may  appeal  to 
the  State  Superintendent,  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  decide  the  matter. 

In  the  apportionment  of  the  school  fund,  the  law  intends  to  distrib- 
ute the  benefits  derivable  therefrom  ecpially  and  by  turn  among  all 
the  children  of  the  State.  The  conditions  upon  which  they  may  re- 
ceive these  benefits,  the  law  defines,  and  their  interests  it  guards  to 
some  extent  by  penalties  attached  to  the  neglect  of  certain  duties  on 
the  part  of  those  appointed  to  watch  over  these  interests.  The  con- 
ditions npon  which  each  child  receives  his  share  ofthe  benefits  arising 
from  the  public  money,  are  that  he  shall  be  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  eighteen  years;  that  he  shall  be  numbered  in  the  district  in  which 
he  lives,  and  that  the  names  of  his  parents  or  guardians  shall  accom- 
pany his  own  name  in  the  lists  required  to  be  transmitted  by  the 
trustees  to  the  Town  Superintendent,  and  by  sa'd  Superintendent 
transmitted  to  the  Board  of  Chosen  Freeholders.  While  no  cliild  can 
he  turned  away  from  the  district  school,  simply  because  his  name  is 
not  npon  the  lists  made  out  by  the  trustees,  it  may,  nevertheless,  be 
said  that  the  apportionment  to  eacii  township  is  made  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  chUdren  named  in  the  list  of  such  township,  to  each  an 
equal  share.  The  share  which  each  township  receives  of  the  school 
fund  depends  npon  the  number  of  children  wiiose  names  are  fui-nished 
to  the  chosen  freeholders.  Suppose,  now,  that  througii  the  negligence 
of  district  trustees,  the  names  of  the  children  of  only  one  district  should 
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be  furuislied  to  the  chosen  freeholders,  while  in  the  township  there 
are  ten  districts.  Certainly  it  would  be  nnjust  to  divide  the  money 
apportioned  to  this  number  of  children,  among  all  the  cliildren  of  the 
township  ;  and  if  unjust  in  such  a  case,  it  would  be  unjust  to  distribute 
among  ten  districts  the  sum  of  money  apportioned  trj  only  nine.  It 
mnst,  then,  be  decided  tiuit  when  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  neg- 
lect to  transmit  to  the  Town  Superintendent,  within  the  time  required 
by  law,  a  list  of  the  children  of  their  districi",  such  Town  Superinten- 
dent must  withhold  from  said  district  a  share  of  the  fchool  fund,  unless 
the  action  of  the  chosen  freeholders  warrant  him  in  doing  otherwise. 

Section  nine  of  the  act  of  April  17,  1846,  amended  March  14-,  1851, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  said  districts,  within  twenty  days 
after  their  election,  to  make  out  a  list  of  the  children  capable  of  at 
lending  school,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  within 
their  said  districts,  together  with  the  names  of  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians of  such  children,  and  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  Town  Super- 
intendent, etc.  The  money  then  apportioned  for  any  one  year  to  a 
district,  is  intended  for  the  education  of  the  children  of  such  district, 
then  and  there  entitled  to  the  same.  The  law  does  nut  leave  it  op- 
tional with  the  tiustees  of  a  school  district  to  ejfpend  foi-  educational 
purposes  a  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the  mr.ney  apportioned  to  said  dis- 
tiict,  but  evidently  intends  that  the  monc}",  distributed  each  j^ear  to 
said  district,  shall  all  be  applied  for  the  benefit  of  those  named  in  the 
lists,  or  otherwise  eligible  thereto,  and  it  is  nnquestionably  the  duty 
of  the  tru&tees  to  provide,  during  each  year,  schools  for  as  great  a 
length  cf  time,  and  as  good,  as  the  money  apportioned  to  their  respec- 
tive districts  will  warrant. 

The  public  school  moneys  cannc  t  be  divided  among  the  inhabitants 
of  a  district,  to  be  used  by  them  for  the  edncation  of  their  children  in 
piivate  schools.  The  Mdiole  sum  of  money  apportioned  to  a  district 
during  the  year,  should,  if  required,  be  expended  for  the  support  of 
the  school  of  said  district,  without  any  reference  to  the  number  of 
children  in  attendance.  It  is  the  intention  of  the  law  to  have  the 
public  schools  free,  or  as  nearly  free  as  possible.  All  the  children  of 
a  district  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  are  entitled  to  the 
privileges  of  the  public  schools  ;  if  they  do  not  choose  to  avail  tliera- 
selves  of  these  privileges,  the  money  which  would  go  towards  the  pay- 
ment of  their  tuition  must  revert  from  them  to  the  benefit  of  such 
children  as  do  attend. 

Section  twenty  of  the  "  Act  to  establish  Public  Schools,"  approved 
April  17,  184G,  is  in  these  words  :  "  All  moneys  received  by  the 
Town  Superintendent  shall  be  applied  exclusively  to  the  purposes  of 
education." 

It  cannot,  perhaps,  be  said  that  money  expended  in  providing,  or 
repairing  a  school  house,  is  not  applied  "  to  the  purposes  of  education ;" 
but  there  must  certainly  be  some  limit  to  expenditures  of  this  kind, 
or  the  trustees  of  a  school  district  might  lay  out  their  money,  from 
year  to  year,  witliout  afl:brding  the  least  benefit  to  those  immediately 
entitled  to  it;  and  this  limit  is,  in  my  opinion,  aimed  at,  and  fully 
secured,  in  section  eleven  of  the  j-upplementappi'oved  March  14,  lb51. 
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This  section  provides  that,  "in  case  the  trustees  of  any  incorporated 
school  district  shall  desire  to  purchase  lands,  etc.,  or  to  bnild  or  en- 
largo  a  school  house,  or  to  expend  in  repairs  a  larger  sum  in  any  one 
year  than  twenty  dollars,  etc.,  such  trustees  may  call  a  meeting  of  the 
taxable  inhabitants,  etc.,  to  authorize  such  trustees  to  purchase,  build, 
enlarge,  repair,  etc.'' 

It  is  fiiii-  to  infer  from  this  section  that  the  law  does  not  contemplate 
that  the  school  fund  shall  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  land,  the  build- 
ing of  school  houses,  or  for  repairs  beyond  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  ; 
but  rather  intends  that  said  money  shall  not  be  so  used,  even  hj  in- 
Gorporated  districts^  unless  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  first  called  to- 
gether, and  the  consent  obtained  of  two-thirds  of  those  present. 

XIT. — KAISIXG   MONEY   BY   TAX. 

1.  It  is  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every  township  to  raise  by 
tax  fur  the  support  of  schools  a  sum  of  money  at  least  equal  to  the 
amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State. 

2.  The  sum  to  be  raised  may  be  named  in  gross,  as,  for  instance, 
$1,500,  or  $2,000;  or  it  may  be  named  in  some  other  form,  as,  for 
instance,  $1,  $2,  or  $3,  per  child  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years. 

3.  The  several  townships  are  authorized  to  raise  by  tax  three  dollars 
for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  transmitted  by  the  several  dis- 
trict trustees  to  the  town  superintendents,  in  the  year  previous  to 
holding  said  town  meetings,  and  they  may  raise  this,  or  any  sum 
not  exceeding  three  dollars,  even  though  the  town  superintendent 
make  no  report  to  the  town  meeting. 

4.  Incorporated  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of  money 
they  may  raise  by  tax  for  school  purposes. 

5.  When  it  is  intended  to  raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhaljitauts 
of  an  incorporated  school  district,  such  intention  should  be  stated 
in  the  notice  of  such  meeting. 

6.  When  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  raised  by  the  inhabitants  of  an  incor- 
porated district,  under  the  act  of  March  14,  1851,  the  certificate 
made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district  must  show  on  its  face  that 
notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meeting  were  signed  and  set 
up,  as  the  eleventh  section  of  said  act  prescribes,  and  that  two- 
thirds  of  the  inhabitants  assemb'ed  voted  fur  the  tax,  otherwise  it 
cannot  be  legally  assessed. 

The  law  is  very  explicit  in  regard  to  the  subject  of  taxation  for 
school  purposes.  The  "  Act  to  establish  Public  Schools,"  approved 
April  IT,  1846,  makes  it  obligatory  upon  the  inhabitants  of  every 
township  to  raise,  by  tax,  for  the  support  of  schools,  a  sum  of  money 
at  least  equal  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  them  by  the  State;  and 
the  supplement  of  March  14,  1851,  at  section  six,  authorizes  them,  at 
their  annual  town  meetings,  to  raise  by  tax,  for  school  purposes,  in 
addition  to  the  amount  apportioned  to  their  use,  a  sum  of  money, 
not  exceedinir  tlirce  dollars  for  each  child  contained  in  the  lists  tians- 
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raitted  bj  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  town  superintendents,  in 
the  year  previous  to  holding  said  town  meetinof.  The  law  is  not  ex- 
plicit as  to  the  terms  in  which  this  sum  shall  be  indicated  by  the 
voters  at  the  polls.  It  may  be  named  by  them  in  gross,  as,  for  in- 
stance, $1,500,  or  $2,000 ;  or  it  may  be  declared  in  some  other  form, 
as,  fur  instance,  $1,  $2,  or  $3  per  cliild,  between  the  ajj^es  of  five  and 
eighteen  years.  If  voted  for  in  gross,  there  is  a  possibiliiy  that  the 
sum  named  might  exceed  the  amount  authorized  by  law,  a  circum- 
stance which,  if  it  did  not  defeat  the  wishes  of  the  people,  might,  at 
least,  occasion  some  embarrassment.  If  voted  for  in  the  other  form, 
there  could  benopossibility  of  exceeding  the  limit  authorizad  by  law, 
except  by  ignorance  of  that  limit,  or  a  determination  to  overstep  it. 
But  whatever  may  be  the  terms  in  which  the  vo'e  is  expressed,  the 
sum  raised  by  township  tax  cannot  exceed  $3  for  every  child  betw^een 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years ;  and  this,  or  any  other  amount 
raised  by  voting  for  a  certain  sum  per  chill,  is  to  be  determined  by 
the  lists  transmitted  by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  Town  Su- 
perintendent. "Whether,  then,  the  Town  Superintendent  furnish  a  re- 
port, or  not,  to  the  annual  town  meeting,  the  inhabitants  of  a  town- 
ship have  a  right  to  raise  by  tax,  for  the  suj^port  of  schools,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  $3  for  each  child  whose  name  is  contained  in  the  lists  trans- 
mitted by  the  several  district  trustees  to  the  Town  Superintendent. 

Incorporated  school  districts  are  not  limited  as  to  the  amount  of 
money  they  raa}^  raise  by  tax  for  scliool  purposes.  The  intention  of 
the  law  wdiich  provides  for  the  erection  ot  these  districts,  is  to  enable 
the  inhabitants  of  such  localities  as  may  choose  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  to  establish  and  maintain  schools  of  the  best  character.  In  these 
districts  the  inhabitants  may  assemble,  from  time  to  time,  to  devise 
means  for  improving  the  condition  of  their  schools;  and  the}'' may 
raise  money  by  tax  for  various  ]>urposes.  But  when  it  is  intended  to 
raise  money  at  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  school 
district,  such  intention  should  be  stated  in  the  notice  by  which  such 
meeting  is  called. 

Money  cannot  be  raised  by  tax  in  an  incorporated  school  district 
except  with  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  those  present,  at  a  meeting 
called  for  the  purpose  ;  and  when  a  tax  is  ordered  to  be  ra'sed  by  the 
inhabitants,  the  certificate  made  out  by  the  trustees  of  the  district 
must  show  on  its  face  that  notices  of  the  time  and  place  of  the  meet- 
ing were  signed  and  set  up  as  the  law  prescribes,  and  that  two-thirds 
of  the  inhabitants  assembled  voted  for  the  tax  ;  otherwise  it  cannot  be 
legally  assessed. 

XTii.— teachers'  licenses. 

1.  A  teacher  has  no  claim  to  the  public  school  moneys  for  services, 
unless  employed  by  the  district  trustees,  an^l  regularly  licensed  by 
the  county  examiners,  or  the  Town  Sujierintendent,  as  circumstan- 
ces may  require. 

2.  A  certificate  of  license  must  set  forth  that  the  person  holding  it 
has,  upon  examination,   been  found,  both  as  regards  scholarohip 
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and  moral   cliaracter,  a  suitable  person ;  and  that  lie,  or  she,  is 
licensed  as  a  teacher  of  public  scliools. 

3.  When  a  district  is  composed  of  parts  of'two  townsliips,  a  certificate 
of  license  from  one  Superintendent  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the  pay- 
ment of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  other. 

4.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year  or  for  a  le.^s  period  of  time^ 
and  may  be  revoked' and  renewed  at  the  pleasure  of  the  party  em- 
powered to  grant  it. 

The  law  provides  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  trustees  of  the 
several  school  districts  to  contract  with  and  employ  a  competent 
teacher,  having  a  certificate  of  license  ;  and  there  is  no  provision  for 
the  employment  of  a  teacher  in  auy  other  ^Yay.  When  a  teacher  has 
been  thus  employed,  he  cannot  be  discharged  except  by  the  trustees 
of  the  district;  and  the  Town  Superintendent  is  bound  to  pay  his 
salary,  on  the  order  of  the  trustees,  as  far  as  he  can  from  the  moneys 
in  his  hands  belonging  to  the  district,  so  long  as  such  teacher  may 
continue  in  the  service  of  said  trustees,  and  in  possession  of  a  lawful 
license.  It  sometimes  happens  that  a  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  a 
district,  becoming  dissatisfied  with  the  teacher  employed  by  the  trus- 
tees, meet  and  determine  to  employ  another  ;  and  the  teacher  thus 
employed,  is  sent  to  the  Town  Superintendent  to  procure  a  license. 
Such  a  proceeding  is  not  authorized  by  law  ;  and  a  teacher  thus  en- 
gaged, has  no  claim  to  the  public  moneys  for  services  rendered. 

The  law  makes  no  exceptions  in  favor  of  persons  possessing  diplo- 
mas from  the  State  jN^ormal  School  or  other  institutions  of  learning. 
■It  recognizes  no  other  license  than  that  granted  by  the  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers, which  is  restricted  to  the  county  where  the  same  may  be 
given  ;  and  the  license  granted  by  the  Town  Superintendent,  which 
is  restricted  to  the  district  where  the  same  may  be  given.  If  a  teacher 
does  not  possess  a  license  recognized  by  the  law,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
receive  any  part  of  the  public  moneys,  even  though  he  be  employed 
by  the  trustees  of  the  district  in  which  he  teaches.  A  certificate  of 
license,  such  as  the  law  requires,  must  set  forth  that  the  person  hold- 
ing it  has,  upon  examination,  been  found,  both  as  regards  scholarship 
and  moral  character,  a  suitable 2)e7'son  i  and  that  he,  or  she,  is  licensed 
as  a  teacher  of  imhliG  schools.  A  certificate  that  says  for  the  holder 
less  than  this,  is  not  what  the  law  demands,  and  gives  no  title  to  the 
public  money.  A  license  may  be  granted  for  a  year,  or  for  a  less, 
period  of  time.  If  uidimited  as  to  time,  it  is  good  so  long  as  it  re- 
mains unrevoked.  Whether  limited,  or  unliu:ited,  as  to  time,  a  license 
may,  at  any  moment,  be  revoked  by  the  proper  authority.  When  a 
district  is  formed  of  portions  of  two  or  more  townships,  it  is  not 
necessary  for  the  teacher  of  such  district  to  obtain  a  license  from  each 
of  the  Town  Superintendents  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the  public 
money.  A  certificate  of  license  from  one  is  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
payment  of  money  to  a  teacher  by  the  others.  The  intention  of  the 
law  is  simply  to  provide  against  the  employment  of  incompetent  or 
unworthy  teachers.  When  the  teacher  applies  for  his  pay,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  superintendent  to  require  him  to  show  his  license;  and  if 
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he  have  none,  the  superintondent  may  refuse  to  pay  him,  or  ma}^  insist 
upon  his  being  examined  before  so  doing.  It  is  not  strictly  the  busi- 
ness of  the  town  superintendent  to  inquire  wiiether  a  teacher  is 
licensed  or  not,  until  such  teacher  shall  apply  for  pay  ;  but  it  would 
then  be  gross  violation  of  duty  to  license  him  simply  that  be  may  be 
entitled  to  receive  it. 

XIY. — SCHOOL   REGISTERS. 

1.  Every  teacher  of  a  public  school  is  required  by  law  to  keep  a  regis- 
ter of  his  pupils,  and  the  neglect  of  this  duty  may  be  punished  by 
depriving  him  of  his  license. 

2.  The  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  trustees  or  of  the  town  superintendent 
to  furnish  a  teacher  with  the  materials  for  keeping  a  school  register, 
is  no  excuse  for  non-compliance  on  his  part  with  the  requirements 
of  the  laAV. 

3.  The  interest  of  the  school  fund  may  be  withheld  from  townships 
which  neglect,  or  refuse,  to  make  an  annual  report  to  the  State 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools. 

The  law  distinctly  provides  that  every  teacher  employed  to  teach  a 
public  school  shall  keep  a  register  of  all  the  children  attending  the 
school,  their  names,  and  ages,  the  names  of  their  parents  and  guar- 
<iians,  the  date  when  each  child  entered  and  left  the  school,  their  daily 
attendance,  and  the  branches  taught. 
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TOWN       S  U  P  EK  INTE  NDE  N  T. 

[Section  6.) 

NOTICES. 

District  Meetings  for  the  ajjpointment  of  Trustees  : 

JSTotice  is  hereby  given,  that  that  part  of  the  township  of , 

county  of ,  N.  J.,  inchicled  within  the  following  bouiids,  {here 

describe  the  hoicnds  of  the  district^  has  been  set  off  as  a  school  dis- 
trict, to  be  called  {here  specify  the  name  or  number  of  the  district^ 
and  the  taxable  inhabitants  tlierof  are  hereby  notified,  that  a  district 

meeting  will  be  held  at  the  school  house  in  said  district,  on  the 

day  of next,  {or  instant^  as  the  case  may  he^)  at M.,  for 

the  purpose  of  electing  three  jiersons,  who  shall  constitute  the  trus- 
tees for  said  district. 

A.  B.,  Town  Superintendent 

of township. 

Notice  of  Annual  Meeting  for  the  election  of  Trustees : 

Sec.  6.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  trustees  in  school 
district  {here  designate  the  district  hy  name  or  number^  will  be  held 

on   the day  of  {next^   or  instant,)   at o'clock, 

M.,  at  the  school  house  in  said  district. 

A.  B.,  Town  Superintedent 

of township. 

{Section  10.) 

FOKM    OF   BONB. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A.  B.,  C,  D.,  and  E.  F., 

of  the  toM'nship  of  ,  in  the  county  of ,  and  State   of  N. 

J.,  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  {using  the  corporate  name  of  the 
township)  in  the  sum  of  {double  the  amount  coming  into  his  hands)  to 

be  paid  to  the  said ,  their  certain  attorney  or  assigns ;  to  which 

payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves,  our  heirs,  execn- 
toi's,   and  administrators,  firmly  by   these  presents,  sealed  with  our 

seals,  and  dated  this day  of ,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

one  thousand  eisrht  hundred  and 
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Whereas  the  above  bounden  A.  B.  was  duly  elected  town  superin- 
tendent of  public  schools  for  the  township  of — ,  aforesaid,  at  the 

election  held  in  said  township  on  the last  (or  instant^  as  the 

case  may  he),  now,  therefore,  the  condition  of  the  foregoing  obligation 
is  such,  that  if  the  said  A.  B.  shall  well,  truly,  faithfully,  and  impar- 
cially,  do,  execute,  and  perform,  all  the  duties  required  by  law  of  him 
as  such  town  superintendent,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  other- 
wise to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  effect 

Sealed  and  delivered  )  ^-  -J^-  f^'  ^■} 

\  CD.  [L.  S.J 

in  presencce  of       I  E.  F.  [l.  s.I 


{Section  10.) 

Form  of  apportionment  of  the  school  money  received  from  the  State- 
and  raised  hy  tax^  for  the  sujyport  of  schools  among  the  school  dis 
tricts  of  the  township. 

To  the  trustees  of  the  several  school  districts  of  the  township  of 
,  in  the  county  of ,  N.  J. 

Amount  of  money  received  from  the  State $200 

Kaised  by  tax _ 500 

Interest  on  the  surplus  revenue  appropriated  by  the  township  to 
school  purposes 100 

$800 
Which  amount  is  apportioned  among  the  several  school  districts  of 
the  townships  as  follows  : 
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A.  P.,  Town  Superintendent 
of township. 
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TRUSTEES. 

{Section  9.) 

Order  for  i:>aijmmt  of  money. 
To  A.  B.,  town  siiperinteiKlent  of  the  towiisliip  of 
-,  K.  J.: 


-,  county  of 


Pay  to 
teacher^ 


-,  or  order, dollars,  [^for  one  €[uarter's  salary  as 


{Section  9.) 


A.  B.,  I  'Trustees  of 
C.  D.,  ]■  District 
E.  F,  JSlo. 


-,  county  of 


Report  to  the  Town  Superintendent. 

To  A.  B.,  town  superintendent  of  the  township  of  — 

,  N.  J.: 

Report  of  the  trustees  of  district  {Jiere  designate  the  district  'byname 
or  numl)er\  in  said  township,  of  the  names  of  the  children  in  said  dis- 
trict capable  of  attending  school,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen, 
with  the  names  of  their  parents  and  guardians. 


Names  of  Children. 


Names  of  Parents  or  Guardians. 


A.  B,  ) 

C.  D.,  \  Trustees. 

E.  F.,  j 


FOEM   OF   CERTIFICATE    OF   INCOKPORATION. 


To  the  clerk  of  the  county  of 


lerein after  de- 
,  I^ew  Jer- 


We,  the  subscribers,  trustees  of  the  school  district 

scribed,  situate  in  the  township  of ,  county  of  — 

sey,  desiring  to  become  incorporated,  in  pursuance  of  tlie  ninth  sec- 
tion of  "  A  supplement  to  an  act  entitled,  '  An  act  to  establish  public 
schools,'  "  approved  March  fourteenth,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one, 
have  adopted  the  name  of  {here  insert  7ianie),  and  do  hereby,  together 
■with  the  town  supeiintendcnt  of  public  schools  of  the  said  township 

of ,  certify  to  you  the  name  aforesaid  as  our  corporate  ivame  ;  and 

we  do  certify  that  the  boundaries  of  said  school  district  are  tka  follow- 
ing, viz.:  {/here  describe  fully  and  minutely  the  boundaries.) 

Witness  our  hands  this day  of ,  in   the  year  of  our 

Lord  one  thousand  eio-ht  huudied  and  sixty  - 


G.IL 


A.  B,  ) 

C.  D.,  y  Trustees. 
E.  F,  j^ 
Toi'j?i  Superintendent. 
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SCHOOL   NOTICE. 

The  taxable  inhabitants  of  school  district,  {Jure  insert  i\ame^  in  the 
township  of ,  bounded  as  follows,  {insert  toundmnes,)  are  here- 
by notified  by  the  subscribers,  trustees  of  said  incorporated  district, 

to  meet  at  • ,  in  said  district,  on  the day  of next, 

at  the  hour  of ,  P,  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  deciding  whether 

the  trustees  of  said  district  shall  be  empowered  to  ])urchase  land,  to 
build  a  school  house  thereon,  {add  any  other  ohject,)  and  to  raise  addi- 
tional moneys  ior  such  purposes,  and  for  maintaining  free  schools  in 
said  district,  by  taxation,  as  shall  be  agreed  to  by  two-thirds  of  those 
present  at  said  meeting,  in  conformity  with  the  eleventh  section  of 
the  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  public  schools.'^ 

Witness  our  hands,  this day  of . 

p"  -T-)''    >  Trustees. 

N.  B. — A  minute  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  should  be  en- 
tered in  a  book  belonging  to  the  district,  and  a  co])y  of  the  proceed- 
ings, signed  by  the  chairman  and  the  secretary,  delivered  to  the  trus- 
tees, and  by  them  filed  and  recorded  in  their  book  of  minutes. 

CERTIFICATE  TO  BE  DELIVERED    BY   THE  TRUSTEES  TO  THE  ASSESSOR. 

To  A.  B.,  assessor  of  taxes  in  the  township  of ,  in  the  County 

of ,  New  Jersey  : 

The  subscribers,  trustees  of  a  scliool  district  in  said  tcwnshij^,  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of ,  which  district  is  bounded  as  follows, 

{insert  hounda?'ies,)  do  certify,  that  at  a  meeting  of  the  taxable  inhabi- 
tants  of  said  district,  held  at — ,  on  the day  of — , 

pursuant  to  notice  signed  by  us,  setting  forth  the  time,  ])lace,  and 
purposes  of  such  meeting,  and  set  up  in  at  least  three  public  places 
in  said  district,  ten  days  before  the  day  of  meeting,  it  was  agreed,  by 
the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  so  assembled,  to  raise 

by  taxation  the  sum  of dollars,  for  school  purposes,  in  addition 

to  the  money  appojtioncd  to  said  distiict,  pursuant  to  the  provisions 
of  the  eleventh  section  of  a  supplement  to  the  act  entitled  "  An  act 
to  establish  public  schools  ;"  and  this  certificate  is  made  to  the  end 
that  you  may  assess  the  said  sum  on  the  estate  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
on  all  lands  liable  to  be  taxed  therein,  as  provided  for  by  the  section 
aforesaid, 

Wituiess  our  htinds, d<*v  of ,  A.  D.  186—. 

C.  D.,    \  Trustees. 
E.  P.,    j 

State  of  New  Jersey, 

County  or ,  i<s: 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  subscriber,  one  of  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  said  county,  A.  B.,  0.  D.,  and  E,  P.,  trustees  of  the 
school  distrist  above  mentioned,  and,  being  duly  sworn,  on  their  oatli 
say,  that  the  above  certificate  by  them  signed,  is  correct  and  true. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  this day  of ,  before  me. 
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FOKM   OF   LICENSE   TO   TEACHEU. 

To  all  whom  it  may  concern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  A.  B.  ia  {here  specify  the 
hranches)  and  finding  liim  {or  her)  both  as  regards  bis  {or  her)  scholar- 
ship and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person,  we  do  hereby  license  him 

{or  her)  as  a  teacher  of  public  schools  iu  the  township  of ,  in 

the  county  of ,  N.  J.      This  license  to  continue  in  force  for 

one  year. 

In  witness  whereof,  Ave  have  hereto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 
day  of ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty — - — . 


" -— ,  [l.  b.] 

^   [l.  8.] 

Board  of  Examiners  and  Visitors  in  and  for  the  county  of ,  K.  J. 

Town  Superintendent  of  — ■  township.  [l«  s.] 

When  the  license  is  granted  by  the  Town  Superintendent  and  Dis- 
trict Trustees,  it  should  be  of  the  following  form  : 
To  all  wJwm  it  may  concern. 

This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  examined  A.  B.  in  {here  insert  the 
hranches)  and  finding  hiin  {or  her)  both  as  regards  his  {or  her)  scholar- 
ship and  moral  character,  a  suitable  person,  do  hereby  license  him  {nr 

her)  as  a  teacher  of  the  public  school  in  district  ISTo. ,  (o?'  hy 

name)  in   the   township  of ,  county  of — ,   N.  J.     This 

license  to  continue  in  force  one  year. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals  this 

day  of ,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty . 

L.  S., 
Town  Superintendent  of Township. 

[L.  8.] 

[L.  8.] 

1  [l.  S.] 

Trustees  of  School  District  No. ,  {or  hy  narae^  as  the  case  may 

he)  of township. 

FORM  OF  APPLICATION  FOR  HOLDING  A  TEACHEES'  INSTITUTE. 

To  0.  M.  Harrison,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools  of  New 

Jersey  : 

We,  the  subscribers,  teachers  of  common  schools  in  the  county  of 

,  {or  counties  of , ,  if  two  or  more  counties  unite,) 

desirous  of  assembling  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  "  Teachers'  In- 
stitute," in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  "  establishing 

Teacher's  Institute,"  request  that  you  will  appoint  • ,  the 

day  of ,  at ,  in  said  county,  the  time  and  place  for  hold- 
ing the  said  institute. 

The  institute,   when   organized,   will  be  under  the  direction  of 

,  whom  the  members  of  the  institute  have  selected  for 

that  purpose. 
6 
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Names  of  Teachers, 

REaiDENCE. 

' 

This  application  must  be  signed  hy  at  least  forty  teachers. 

As  the  institute  is  held  for  the  benefit  of  the  teachers  of  the  county, 
it  is  expected  that  they  will  generally  be  present  during  the  session. 

The  institute  shall  report  annually,  to  the  State  Superintendent,  an 
abstract  of  its  proceedings,  together  with  the  names  of  its  officers  and 
the  names  and  residences  of  the  teachers  attending  it. 

liULES  AND  KEGULATIONS  PilESCKIBED  BY  THE  STATE  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 
PUBLIC  SCHOOLS,  IN  FUKNISHING  "  WEBSTEr's  UNABRIDGED  DICTIONARY," 
TO  THE  COMMON  SCHOOLS  OF  THE  STATE. 

Schools  desiring  to  have  a  copy  of  said  book,  must  signify  the  same 
through  the  trustees  thereof,  which  notice  must  be  of  the  following 
form : 
To  C.  M.  Harrison,  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools : 

We,  the  subscribers,  Trustees  of  School  District  'No. ,  of  the 

township  of  ■ ,  county  of ,  ISTew  Jersey,  hereby  signify  to 

you  our  desire  to  have  a  copy  of  "  Webster's  Unabridged  Dictionary," 
for  the  use  of  the  school  in  this  district,  said  dictionary  to  be  the  pro- 
perty of  the  school,  and  at  all  times,  when  the  school  is  in  session, 
accessible  to  the  teachers  and  pupils. 

A.   B.,    ) 

C.   D.,    V  Trustees. 
[Here  insert  the  date.]  E.    F.,    ) 

orK   O., 
President  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

On  the  reception  of  the  application  at  the  office  of  the  State  Super- 
intendent, if  in  person,  a  copy  of  the  book  will  be  delivered ;  if  re- 
ceived through  the  mail,  a  certificate  will  be  transmitted  by  the  State 
Superintendent  to  the  trustees,  or  board  of  education,  {as  the  case 
may  he)  authorizing  them,  on  its  presentation  at  the  treasurer's  office, 
in  the  city  of  Trenton,  to  receive  a  copy  of  the  dictionary. 

LIPPINCOTt's    pronouncing  GAZETTEER. 

The  same  rules,  regulations,  and  mode  of  proceeding,  have  been 
adopted  in  furnishing  "  Lippincott's  Pronouncing  G-azetteer,"  to  the 
common  schools  of  the  State,  as  in  the  case  of  the  dictionary. 
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REPORTS  OF  TOAYN  SUPENINTENDENTS. 


ATLANTIC    COUNTY. 


ATLANTIC    CITY. 


I  can  not  presume  to  suggest  any  new  wants  of  our  Public  School 
System  to  those  who  understand  what  is  needed  so  much  more  than 
I,  but  I  do  think  that  the  law  which  limits  the  amount  to  be  raised 
by  taxation  for  school  purposes  at  three  dollars  per  child,  might  be 
improved  so  as  to  allow  a  per  cent,  sufficient  to  maintain  our  schools. 
We  should  not  be  able  to  keep  our  school  open  more  than  half  of  the 
year,  were  it  not  that  City  Council  very  generously  appropriates  an- 
nually more  than  we  raise  by  taxation.  I  also  think  that  each  town- 
ship should  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  appointing  its  own  school  ex- 
aminer. The  want  of  this  gives  us  not  a  little  trouble  in  this  city. 
Our  teachers  are  under  the  necessity  of  going  twenty-five  miles  in 
order  to  pass  examination  and  obtain  a  certificate,  in  consequence  of 
which  our  teachers  are  commonly  without  a  certificate,  and  we  have 
not  the  conscience  to  insist  upon  their  getting  them.  Though  I  am 
happy  to  inform  you  that  our  school  is  in  quite  a  prosperous  condition 
when  considering  the  many  other  difliculties  which  we,  as  well  as 
many  other  places  in  this  county  have  to  contend,  with ;  that  of  disin- 
terestedness of  the  people,  who  thoughtlessly  put  into  the  office  of 
School  Trustee,  selfish  and  unqualified  men  who  are  a  continued  thorn 
in  our  public  school  system,  but  still  we  look  forward  to  the  day  which 
we  trust  is  not  far  distant  when  these  things  will  not  be. 

E.  S.  KEED, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MULLIOA. 

In  making  out  my  annual  report,  it  gives  me  great  satisfaction  to 
state  that  copies  of  school  registers  have  been  received  from  all  the 
districts  in  the  township.  This  has  been  accomplished  in  this  way. 
At  the  town  meeting  last  year  I  recommended  that  blank  forms  with 
proper  headings  be  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  township.     This  was 
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agreed  to.  The  blank  forms  were  obtained,  and  one  put  into  the 
hands  of  each  te^icher,  with  the  understanding  that  when  he  presen- 
ted the  order  for  his  salary,  the  copy  of  the  school  register  should  be 
presented  also.  This  plan  has  worked  admirably;  and  to  all  town  su- 
perintendents who  have  found  difficulty  in  furnishing  the  information 
required  by  the  statutes  I  would  recommend  it. 

The  schools  in  this  township  have  been  regularly  visited  once  each 
quarter  and  in  some  instances  oftener.  Public  examinations,  to  which 
trustees  and  parents  have  been  invited,  have  been  held  in  all  the 
schools.  We  are  obliged,  however,  to  say  that  only  in  two  of  the  dis- 
tricts, Hammonton  and  Oakdale,  did  there  appear  to  be  anything  like 
a  general  interest  manifested.  In  these  two  districts  at  the  public  ex- 
aminations, all  the  available  space  in  the  school  rooms  was  occupied 
by  the  patrons  of  the  school.  Jt  will  be  no  matter  of  surprise  then, 
when  1  tell  yon  that  the  pupils  in  these  schools,  in  point  of  scholar- 
ship, are  far  ahead  of  those  in  any  of  the  other  schools  in  the  town* 
ship.  In  these  districts  there  are  also  better  school  houses,  better  fur- 
nished than  in  the  other  districts. 

Out  of  five  hundred  and  tliirty-five  children  in  the  township  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  there  are  one  hundred  and  forty- 
two^  more  than  one  fourth  of  the  whole  number,  who  have  not  been 
iuside  tlie  school  liouse  once  during  the  year,  and  eighty-two  who  have 
attended  less  than  one  month. 

The  progressive  ideas  connected  with  the  cause  of  education  have 
not  found  their  way  yet  into  some  of  the  districts.  Teachers  are  em- 
ployed for  a  quarter  consisting  of  twelve  weeks,  six  days  to  a  week, 
that  is  seventy-two  days  for  a  quarter,  and  in  one  district  the  trustees 
actually  required  the  teacher  to  teach  eight  hours  a  day.  It  seemed 
to  me  when  I  heard  of  the  last  fact  that  I  had  gotten  into  a  region 
that  had  by  some  freak  of  nature  slipped  back  into  the  dark  ages.  We 
do  not  wish  yuu  to  understand  that  our  township  is  behind  all  others; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  up  to  most  others  in  this  part  of  the  state 
and  far  ahead  of  some  of  them. 

You  request  that  a  brief  report  be  written,  in  which,  what  is  be- 
lieved to  be  the  want  of  our  public  school  system  should  be  stated. 

AVe  need  a  more  thorough  system  of  inspection  of  our  schools.  It 
is  a  notorious  fact  that  not  one  in  ten  of  our  town  superintendents 
ever  visits  the  schools  in  his  township.  This  arises  from  several 
causes.  First,  some  of  our  town  superintendents  are  utterly  incom- 
petent to  inspect  a  school  and  could  not  tell  if  they  heard  a  class  re- 
cite, whether  the  recitation  was  correct  or  not.  A  remedy  for  this 
will  be  suggested  a  little  further  on.  Second,  town  superintendents 
have  no  power  to  remedy  evils  that  they  may  find  existing  in  the 
schools  that  they  visit.  If  they  should  find,  as  is  often  the  case  a 
teacher  utterly  unqualified  for  his  position  either  morally  or  intellec- 
tually, all  they  can  do  is  to  suggest  something  either  to  teacher  or 
trustees.  No  one  cares  to  witness  evils  unless  he  can  do  something  to 
remedy  them.  And  in  this  respect  the  town  superintendent  is  com- 
pletely powerless.  He  should  have  power  to  revoke  the  license  of 
every  incompetent  teacher. 
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Third,  the  compensation  for  the  performance  of  the  duty  of  a  town 
saperintendeiit  is  not  sufficient,  one  dollar  a  day  for  each  day  occu- 
pied in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  It  does  not  pay  for  horse  hire. 
No  man  ought  to  take  the  office  of  town  superintendent  but  one  who 
possesses  a  spirit  of  purely  disinterested  benevolence,  for  be  will  be 
sure  to  Und  himself  very  much  out  of  pocket  at  the  expiration  of  che 
year  if  he  does  bis  duty  properly.  Here  are  some  of  the  causes  of 
neo;lect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  town  superintendents. 

It  was  stated  above  that  a  remedy  would  be  suggested  for  incompe- 
tent town  superintendents,  we  might  also  say  for  incompetent  coun- 
ty examiners,  for  of  these  there  are  some  in  the  state.  Let  the  coun- 
ty examiners  be  chosen  by  the  teachers  of  the  county,  say  at  their  an- 
nual institute,  and  then  let  the  town  superintendents  be  approved  by 
the  county  examiners.  In  this  way  much  good  would  be  done  to  the 
cause  of  education. 

The  greatest  evil  with  which  most  of  our  teachers  have  to  contend 
is  that  of  irregular  attendance.  Trustees  will  not  take  hold  of  the 
evil  as  they  say  they  have  no  power. 

It  is  evident  to  every  one  that  a  scholar  who  goes  irregularly  to 
school  can  receive  but  little  benefit  from  the  school,  while  he  does  a 
manifest  and  permanent  injury  to  the  other  scholars  by  retarding 
them  as  well  as  by  destroying  the  morale  of  the  school.  This  should 
not  be  permitted.  If  such  a  scholar  does  not  and  will  not  see  the  ne- 
cessity of  attending  school  regularly,  he  ought  not  to  be  permitted  to 
do  injury  to  others,  but  should  be  excluded.  ''->    '"^•'* 

And  now  let  me  add  a  little  respecting  the  Teachers'  Institute  held 
in  our  county.  In  many  respects  it  was  a  decided  success.  There 
were  more  teachers  in  attendance  than  at  any  previous  institute  held 
in  the  county.  And  all  wlio  attended  were  not  only  jDleased  but 
greatly  profited  ;  at  least  so  they  expressed  themselves.  Many  new 
ideas  and  new  methods  of  imparting  instructions  were  presented.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  all  who  attended  the  institute  are  much  better  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties  as  school  teachers. 
I  hope  that  these  institutes  may  long  continue  as  they  are  about  the 
only  means  we  have  of  wakening  up  our  teachers  and  inciting  them 
to  make  greater  attainments  in  their  profession. 

F.  R.  BRACE, 

Town  Sicperintendent. 


BURLINGTON  COUNTY. 


BOBDENTOWJSr. 


I   herewith   return   your   printed  series  of  questions  with  proper 
answers  annexed  thereto.     The  schools  in  the  several  districts  in  this 
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township  have  been  well  taught  and  attended  during  the  current  year 
in  the  district  in  which  this  town  is  located.  Our  public  school  is  in  a 
high  state  of  efficiency  and  prosperity  and  affords  ample  opportunity 
to  the  children  residing  therein  to  receive  a  sound  and  thorough  edu- 
cation. Two  other  schools  in  tlie  same  district  (one  closed)  are  under 
the  care  of  competent  and  conscientious  teachers.  Our  citizens  mani- 
fest considerable  interest  in  them  and  appropriate  liberal  sums  for 
their  improvement  and  support.  In  the  Second  District  (Fields- 
borough)  a  new  and  commodious  school  house  has  been  erected  dur- 
ing this  year,  and  both  the  male  and  female  departments  are  in- 
structed by  intelligent  and  experienced  teachers.  In  the  Third  Dis- 
trict (Rising  Sun  Square)  a  new  school  house  is  much  needed,  and  I 
trust  the  people  of  that  district,  before  another  year  elapses,  will  se 
the  importance  of  providing  better  accommodations  for  this  purpose. 
All  our  schools  are  entirely  free.  Our  teachers,  as  a  general  tldng, 
are  well  qualified  for  their  positions,  and  every  year  the  standard  is 
being  raised  higher,  so  that  in  a  short  time  I  think  our  schools  will, 
in  every  respect,  compare  favorably  with  any  others  in  the  State. 

G.  S.  CANNON, 

Superintendent. 


BASS    EIYEE. 

I  herewith  transmit  to    you  my  report   of   the   condition   of  the 
schools  in  this  township. 

The  answers  to  the  series  of  questions  may  not  be  strictly  accurate 
in  every  particular,  but  are  correct. 

This  being  a  new  township,  some   delay   was  unavoidably  expe- 
rienced in  organizing  the  districts  and  getting  the  schools  into  oper- 
ation, which  will  account  for  the  short  time  school  has  been  open;, 
and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  both  the  inhabitants  and  trustees  are 
taking  quite  an  interest  in  our  schools. 

Amount  of  money  raised  by  tax ... » $260  00 

State  School  Fund 92  94: 

Interest  on  surplus 31  34 

$3H  28 
JESSE  E.  SEAES, 

Ibuperintendent. 

MAELTON. 

1,1  The  schools  in  Evesham  township  for  the  most  part  are  in  a 
good  condition  as  far  as  thoy  have  been  kept  open.  Three  schools 
have  not  been  opened  during  the  summer.^  I  suppose  they  will  be 
during  the  coming  winter.  The  books  used  in  the  schools  are  gener- 
ally of  modern  works.  The  teachers  endeavor  to  discharge  their 
duties  to  the  pupils  and  some  interest  seems  to  be  felt  in  the  cause  of 
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^education  by  the  community.  The  teachers  are  very  courteous  to  the 
Tfiuperintendent  when  making  his  official  visits.  We  lack  school  regis- 
ters.    I  only' find  two  in  the  township. 

SAMUEL  TAYLOFt, 

Town  Swperintendent 


CINNAMIXSON. 

Enclosed  I  return  the  second  series  of  questions,  with  answers,  as 
nearly   correct   as  I   can   furnish.      I  believe  the  condition  of  our 
schools  to  be  improving,  partly  by  reason  of  the  large  amount  of  tax 
we  pay  to  support  public  schools,  and  partly  by  the  employment  o 
more  competent  teachers. 

This  is  my  second  and  I  liope  my  last  annual  report,  not  but  that  it 
13  an  honorable  office,  but  a  very  unthankful  one  when  he  does  hs 
duty.  One  can  judge  how  unpleasant  it  is  for  the  school  superin- 
tendent when  young  men  and  young  women,  with  fine  feathers  and 
good  recommendations  from  some  of  our  best  schools,  yes,  and  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  from  our  Kormal  School  too,  are  brought  to  the  super- 
intendent to  get  their  license,  and  when  asked  a  few  simple  questions 
by  him  in  geography  or  arithmetic  they  cannot  answer  them,  but  in 
place  of  answering  them,  they  will  hand  you  a  piece  of  paper,  saying 
that  Professor  Brown,  or  Professor  Smith,  or  Professor  somebody  else 
says  that  they  think  from  their  good  scholarship,  &c.,  they  will  make 
^ood  teachers.  But  I  have  had  to  inform  more  than  one  that  I  did 
not  care  anything  about  Professor  Brown  or  Smith,  that  I  did  not 
want  to  know  what  they  had  done,  but  what  they  could  do  now  ;  and 
it  was  but  a  few  days  ago  that  I  had  to  reject  one  on  that  account. 
She  came  with  a  good  recommendation  but  without  an  education,  and 
ehe  had  so  much  confidence  in  her  recommendation  that  she  came  the 
second  time,  and  insisted  that  if  I  would  license  her  that  she  would 
give  satisfaction  to  the  district,  and  yet  she  could  not  answer  one 
question  that  I  asked  her,  and  again  I  had  to  turn  her  away,  as  I  was 
only  the  servant  of  the  people,  and  could  not  license  her. 

I  do  believe  that  this  is  the  great  cause  why  our  schools  are  not  in 
a  better  condition  than  they  are.  I  know  that  the  Professor  of  our 
Normal  School,  as  well  as  of  other  shools,  has  recommended  young 
men  and  young  women  to  teach  that  were  not  competent,  and  t  have 
often  heard  the  remark  made,  that  they  need  no  examination,  tltat 
such  a  recommendation  as  they  had  was  good  enough,  and  from  this 
cause  I  know  that  the  people  of  Cinnaminson  have  been  deceived, 
and  hence  poor  teachers  have  come  in  competition  with  good  ones, 
and  get  the  same  pay  when  they  did  not  earn  it ;  but  I  believe  that 
the  people  are  getting  their  eyes  open,  and  that  henceforth  Cinnamin- 
son will  be  a  very  poor  place  for  such  to  come  with  tlieir  recommend- 
ation, but  without  an  education. 

But  let  us  have  good  competent  teachers,  then  I  think  we  will  be 
in  a  fair  way  to  have  good  schools,  for  I  believe  that  v/ith  a  very  few 
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exceptions,  we  are  all  willing  to  pay  any  amount  of  tax  in   order  to 
have  good  schools  to  educate  the  youth  of  Cinnaminson. 

There  is  one  school  district  in  tliis  township  which  has  a  school 
under  the  care  of  a  religious  society,  and  this  school  takes  charge  of 
the  district.  But  the  largest  portion  that  go  to  said  school  are  not 
members  of  said  society,  and  as  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  by 
those,  saying  that  they  are  compelled  to  send  to  said  school  or  lose 
tlieir  public  money,  and  yet  they  can  have  nothing  to  say  about  the 
school,  but  must  send  to  such  teacliers  as  tbe  society  says,  and  pay 
such  bills  as  they  say.  Now,  sir,  I  would  ask  you  is  this  right?  la 
it  just,  that  a  religious  society  should  take  such  a  privilege  from  the 
di.-trict. 

R.  M.  BEOCK, 

School  Superintendents 


LUilBERTON. 

In  making  out  my  report,  it  might  be  best  to  say  we  have  not  the 
benefit  of  the  Board  of  Examiners.  They  do  not  find  their  way  into 
our  township  ;  but  we  are  making  out  the  best  we  well  can.  The 
trustees  occasionally  employ  teachers,  then  have  them  examined,  which 
I  think  is  injurious,  and  wish  the  practice  to  discontinue.  The  people 
are  as  much  interested  in  raising  money  in  this  township  for  school 
purposes,  this,  as  last  year  ;  but  if  the  people  and  the  trustees  were 
more  interested  in  visiting  the  schools  so  as  to  stimulate  the  students 
as  well  as  the  teachers,  it  might  be  attended  with  excellent  results.  I 
have  received  six  of  Guyot's  maps,  and  have  delivered  all  but  one. 
One  of  the  trustees  of  that  district  was  so  well  pleased  with  it  he  did 
not  want  it  delivered  until  they  repaired  their  school  house,  so  it 
mio^ht  not   be    soiled,  is  whv  it  was  not  delivered. 

JOS.  H.  DEACON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MEDFORD. 

Having  received  no  reports  from  the  vlistrict  trustees,  other  than  the 
annual  lists  of  chiMren  between  the  ages  ot  live  and  eighteen  years,  I 
am  not  able  to  answer  the  queries  contained  in  the  accompanying 
series,  from  Xo.  5  to  12,  inclusive. 

The  public  schools  in  this  township  are  nut  receiving  the  attention 
they  should.  But  one  of  them  is  kept  open  the  year  round,  allowance 
being  made  for  vacation  ;  the  others  but  three  or  six  months  a  year  ; 
and  generally  a  new  teacher  is  employed  each  session,  who  introduces 
new  regulations  and  new  modes  of  teaching ;  thus  tiie  schools  are 
without  any  established  system  of  instruction.  The  legitimate  conse- 
quence of  this  is,  that  a  large  portion  of  the  influential  class  patronize 
private  schools,  taught  by  the  same  teachers  year  after  year,  and  the 
public  schools,  wandng  their  support,  drag  along  in  the  best  manner 
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they  can.  There  are  also  in  tliis  township  several  "  Heligions 
Schools"  (?)  the  supporters  of  which  IcjI  little  or  no  interest  in  public 
schools,  indeed,  some  of  them  are  opposed  to  public  system  altogether. 
To  this  fact  also,  the  condition  of  the  district  schools  is  in  part 
attributable. 

Although  the  public  schools  are  in  this  poor  condition,  it  must  not 
be  inferred  that  the  cause  of  education  is  on  the  decline;  on  the  other 
hand,  I  believe  it  is  gaining  ground  slowly  but  snrelv. 

JOSEPH  JONES, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEW  HAJJOVER. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  report  of  the  schools  of  New  Hanover. 
My  coming  into  office  at  a  late  period  in  the  season,  by  appointment 
to  fill  vacancy  occasione'l  by  the  death  of  ray  worthy  predecessor,  the 
Hon.  Judge  Lane,  renders  my  report  more  deficient  than  it  otherwise 
should  have  been.  Our  township  raised  by  tax  for  schools  the  present 
year,  $1,200;  received  of  the  State  fund,  $342  74;  surplus  revenue, 
$311  41 ;  making  the  amount  received  for  school  purposes  for  the  year, 
$1,854  15.  This  constitutes  the  teachers'  salaries,  and  makes  the 
schools  nearly  free.  1  am  unable  to  make  a  satisfactory  report  from 
the  flict  that  hardlj^  ?t.ny  records  are  kept  in  any  of  our  schools,  and 
what  are  kept,  are  so  crude,  that  it  was  with  much  difficulty  I  gathered 
this  much.  Our  township  is  divided  into  seven  school  districts  and 
parts  of  districts  ;  each  district  has  a  frame  school  house  and  play 
grounds,  to  some  extent.  The  unpleasant  duty  of  examining  and 
licensing  teachers  has  fallen  upon  myself.  Most  of  our  teachers  have 
been  examined  and  licensed ;  not  all,  on  account  of  late  changes.  It 
is  a  matter  to  be  regretted  that  our  county  freeholders  are  so  derelict 
of  their  duty  as  to  neglect  to  appoint  county  examiners.  Tliis  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  duties  imposed  by  law 
upon  that  body,  and  why  they  should  pass  it  by  undeeded  is  a  mystery 
to  me.  I  think  that  the  incoming  Lecrishiture  should  consider  the 
matter,  and  pass  a  more  stringent  law  imposing  a  penalty  upon  such 
delinquents.  If  county  examiners  were  appointed,  many  difficulties 
that  otherwise  are  almost  insurmountable,  might  be  obviated.  Many 
know  the  difficulty  of  selecting  and  electing  suitable  persons  for  ex- 
aminers at  our  annual  town  meetings,  and  often,  when  elected,  they 
are  deterred  from  doing  their  duty  through  fear  of  the  loss  of  popular- 
ity, or  of  estranging  some  of  their  friends.  I  respectfully  submit, 
whether  it  would  not  be  wisdom  in  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  law  com- 
pelling the  board  of  county  freeholders  to  appoint  examiners,  and  that 
every  teacher,  on  receiving  his  or  her  license,  shall  pay  to  said  exam- 
aminers  a  stated  sum — say  one  dollar — as  their  compensation,  thereby 
relieving  the  county  of  this  expense. 

I  feel  gratified  that  I  can  say,  that  an  increasing  interest  is  appar- 
ent in  behalf  of  the  much  neglected  course  of  education  ;  but  much  is 
yet  wanting,  both  from  trustees  and  employers,  and  hardly  any  sub- 
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ject  of  much  importance  continues  to  be  so  neglected.  If  a  farmer 
hires  a  hand  to  till  his  soil  or  feed  his  swine,  he  will  occasionallj 
stroll  into  his  fields,  or  walk  to  his  styes  ;  but  does  he  ever  enter  the 
school  house  in  which  his  children  are  being  educated ;  or  does  he 
ever  catechise  them  concerning  their  studies?  I  fear  the  negative  is- 
too  often  the  case ;  and  from  observation  I  am  forced  to  believe  that 
it  is  but  little  better  in  general,  in  respect  to  the  trustees ;  many  of 
them  seldom,  if  ever,  enter  the  school  house,  except  when  called  by 
the  teacher  to  sign  an  order,  &c.,  or  on  some  foreign  business.  Such 
being  the  case,  can  we  wonder  that  teachers  feel  neglected,  and  are 
careless  in  discharging  their  duties,  or  that  our  children  do  not  pro- 
gress in  their  studies.  Another  prevalent  error  exist  in  too  frequently 
changing  teachers. 

It  is  impossible  to  succeed  until  both  teacher  and  pupils  become 
intimately  acquainted  with  each  others  dispositions,  &c. 

As  much  is  wanting  let  us  persevere,  and  when  we  shall  see  the- 
subject  in  its  true  light,  we  will  then  have  seen  the  morning  star  of 
every  enlightened  nation — the  great  fertilizer  and  equalizer  that  places- 
the  son  of  the  poor  man  on  an  equality  with  him  of  the  rich  man. 
Education  deprives  the  prison  of  its  demons,  and  the  poor  house  of 
its  paupers.  It  is  the  noblest  cause  that  man  can  espouse,  and  the 
grandest  theme  that  the  philanthropist  can  embrace.  On  what  richer 
soil,  in  what  safer  granaries  or  store-houses  can  the  father  labor,  or 
deposit  his  earnings,  than  the  minds  of  his  children ;  every  efibrt  thus 
spent  will  be  like  unto  that  "  bread  east  upon  the  waters,"  returning 
after  a  few  days  with  its  usury,  a  hundred  fold.  What  prouder  feel- 
ings can  animate  the  breast  of  an  affectionate  parent  than  those  in- 
spired by  looking  on  a  group  of  lovely,  obedient,  and  well  educated 
children,  knowing  as  he  does,  that  those  children  are  soon  to  become 
citizens  of  one  of  the  greatest  republics  that  ever  existed,  "citizens 
knowing  no  equals  but  each  other,  and  no  superior  but  their  God." 

ERANKLIN  B.  HAINES, 

Town  Supe7'iniendenL 


LITTLE   EGG    HARBOR. 

Enclosed  herewith  is  the  tabular  statement  of  the  public  schools  of 
the  township  of  Little  Egg  Harbor  for  the  year  1864.  Compared  with 
former  reports,  it  is  shorn  of  at  least  one-third  its  magnitude.  This 
arises  from  a  division  of  the  township  by  act  of  the  Legislature  last 
spring.  The  new  township  of  Bass  River  having  been  created  out  of 
a  part  of  the  old  township  of  Little  Egg  Harbor,  took  oft'  four  districts^ 
and  a  part  of  a  district.  The  information  concerning  thosej,districts 
previous  to  the  separation  I  have  furnished  the  superintendent  of  that 
township,  and  you  will  receive  it  from  him. 

Our  schools  have  exhibited  but  little  of  interest  during  the  past 
year.  The  full  reports  which  I  have  made  in  the  three  or  four  pro- 
ceeding years,  and  the  general  views  regarding  our  schools  expressed 
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therein,  must  be  my  excuse  for  Baying  no  more  at  present,  as  I  could 
only  repeat  in  some  degree  my  former  declarations. 

I  have  obtained  from  the  clerk  of  our  county,  Guyot's  Geological 
Maps  of  the  United  States,  and  fnrnished  one  to  each  district  of  the 
township, 

Tlie  liberal  act  of  our  Legislature  in  furnisliing  each  district  of  the 
State  with  one.  of  these  maps,  is  a  move  in  the  right  direction.  Ap- 
propriations for  schools  are  the  best  investments  for  a  people  or  a 
State. 

THEOPHILUS  T.  PRICE, 

Toicn  Superintendent. 


SPRINGFIELD. 

Having  Keen  elected  to  office  last  Spring,  I  have  not  been  able  to 
answer  your  questions  of  Series  No.  3,  as  fully  as  I  could  have  desired. 
In  visiting  the  different  schools  composing  this  township,  I  find  that 
some  do  not  keep  school  registers,  rendering  it  impossible  to  send  such 
answers  as  you  require.  If  I  should  remain  in  office,  I  will  endeavor 
to  have  it  different  in  the  future.  The  schools  have  all  been  kept 
open,  and  taught  by  competent  teachers,  six  by  female  and  one  by 
male.  Most  of  the  school-houses  have  been  built  many  years,  and  will 
soon  have  to  be  rebuilt,  when  the  modern  improvements  now  so  greatly 
needed  in  most  of  the  country  schools,  doubtless  will  be  added.  I 
find  that  almost  all  have  a  difierent  set  of  books,  which  appears  to  me, 
is  a  disadvantage,  not  only  to  the  pupil  but  the  parent  also,  as  it  incurs 
an  expense  for  the  purchase  of  books  for  any  new  teacher  that  may 
take  the  school ;  or  persons  removing  to  different  parts  of  the  town- 
ship, must  purchase  books  to  suit  the  fancy  of  the  teacher,  where  they 
may  have  to  send  their  children.  There  should  be  a  certain  class  of 
books  selected  for  each  township,  and  every  school  composing  it  should 
have  the  same.  This  might  be  done  by  the  different  trustees  com- 
posing the  schools  uniting  together  and  agreeing  upon  a  certain  stan- 
dard of  books,  and  allowing  of  no  others ;  or,  by  each  district  pur- 
chasing its  own  books  and  charging  for  their  use. 

The  people  of  this  section  of  the  country  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the 
education  of  their  children,  having  raised  one  thousand  dollars  the 
past  year  for  that  purpose,  which,  with  the  State  fund,  makes  our 
schools  almost  entirely  free.  And  notwithstanding,  there  may  be 
many  defects  in  our  public  school  system,  we  all  feel  that  it  is  a  great 
blessing  to  the  State  as  it  enables  many  to  receive  an  education  which 
they  would  not  otherwise  obtain,  without  which  they  would  be  liable 
to  be  imposed  upon  by  evil  and  designing  men,  for  in  all  parts  of  the 
world  where  ignorance  exists,  there  the  people's  rights  are  denied 
them,  and  they  become  the  slaves  of  aristocrats  in  power  over  them. 

B.  R.  LAMB, 
Town.  Superintendent. 
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WESTHAMPTON. 

"We  want  more  interest  in  schools.  About  $600  is  scattered  among 
eight  districts,  and  seems  to  do  but  little  good.  I  tliink  it  would  be 
better  to  divide  the  township  into  two  districts  and  raise  bj  tax  a  sum 
sufficient  to  keep  two  free  schools.  We  don't  pay  enough  to  get  good 
teachers,  and  have  poor,  dwindling  schools.  Some  kept  only  one 
quarter,  and  in  two  districts  no  school  was  kept  the  past  year.  My 
report  inside  is  only  an  approximation  to  a  correct  statement.  As 
stated,  I  liave  no  report  from  four  schools. 

DAYID  FERRIS, 

Town  Superintendent. 

WLLLINBOKOUGH. 

I  sit  down  to  try  to  frame  a  report,  as  I  have  received  no  blank  to 
fill  up,  nor  either  seen  one ;  and  if  I  fail  to  give  satisfaction  I 
hope  to  be  forgiven.  As  the  time  has  expired  when  you  should  have 
had  a  report,  I  have  waited  too  long  already  for  the  blank.  I  was 
elected  last  spring  in  my  absence  from  home,  and  scarce  got  home  in 
time  to  take  the  office.     They  insisted  on  my  accepting  it. 

There  is  one  school  in  the  township  of  Willinborongh,  taught  very 
irregular,  and  only  in  the  summer  season  of  about  five  months,  by  a 
female.  Pay  by  the  day  or  quarter.  Tiie  winter  appropriation  is 
thrown  into  the  summer  school.  Amount  of  money  drawn  for  the 
school  for  winter  and  summer  appropriation  is  about  $50 — paid  to 
teacher  or  chairman  of  the  board  of  trustees. 

Trustees  are  Jacob  Yansciver,  John  Staldey  and  Charles  Sever. 

Average  attendance  for  the  past  summer,  about  4S  pupils. 

I  do  confess  that  I  do  not  know  how  to  give  this  report,  and  if  I 
have  failed  to  give  satisfaction  in  this,  I  hope  to  be  excused  by  you, 
and  hope  to  do  better  in  future. 

JAMES  L.  KEMBLE, 

Town  StqKrintendent. 


BERGEN  COUNTY. 


HOHOKUS. 


It  should  be  the  aim  as  well  as  tlie  interest  of  every  community,  and 
every  individual  member  of  that  community,  to  desire  and  labor  for 
the  advancement  of  popular  education.  This  proposition,  though  ad- 
mitted by  all,  seems  to  be  too  lamentably  neglected  by  the  majority. 
Other  and  minor  objects  distract  the  attention  frou)  the  more  impor- 
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tant.     Money  is  the  moving  power.    A  greater  sacrifice  of  this  on  the 
altars  of  learning  would  be  productive  of  better  results. 

Liberally  educated  persons  should  be  employed  for  compensations 
which  would  induce  tliem  to  OAlopt  teacijingas  their  profession.  Bet- 
ter buildings,  combining  beauty  of  architecture  and  internal  conve- 
nience and  comfort,  should  be  consecrated  as  temples  of  learning. 
This  of  itself,  I  conceive,  would  exert  a  very  beneficial  influence. 

Discipline,  order,  love  of  learning,  and  a  refined  behavior,  would 
naturally  be  more  easily  secured  among  pupils  attending  a  school  of 
this  description,  than  among  the  inmates  of  a  building  rude,  uncomely, 
unclean,  and  erected  probably  at  the  edge  of  a  swamp  or  in  some 
nook  fit  for  no  other  purpose,  and  surely  not  fit  for  this. 

Regular  attendance  is  obviously  necessary  to  the  progress  of  the 
scholar ;  but  this  also  is  too  little  regarded  in  many  cases  by  the 
parent.  Frequent  visits  to  the  schoolroom  by  parents,  neighbors,  and 
even  strangers,  is  a  stimulus  both  to  the  teacher  and  the  taught,  that 
cannot  be  too  highly  considered. 

These  few  ideas  might  be  dilated  to  a  great  length  ;  but  it  is  mj 
duty  to  be  brief,  and  thus  I  submit  them  to  you. 

ALBERT  S.  ZABRISKIE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HARRIlSrGTON". 

I  have  been  somewhat  tardy  in  forwarding  my  written  report,  hav- 
ing been  called  away  from  home  much  of  late ;  however  I  think  it 
will  reach  you  in  time  for  publication.  Harrington  (although  her  ad- 
vancement is  is  not  what  it  should  have  been),  is  striving  nobly  in  her 
educational  pursuits,  and  is  gradually  dispelling  the  darkness  which 
has  so  long  oversliadowed  her.  Her  buildings  are  all  in  good  repair, 
affording  every  possible  comfort  for  its  occupants  ;  each  school  is  also 
well  supplied  with  text-books,  outline  maps,  &c.,  wnth  one  exception 
(School  No.  1),  which  ranks  about  the  same  as  described  in  my  last 
year's  report.  Teaciiers  receive  more  encouragement  than  formerly, 
and  I  think  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  Harrington  -will  surmount 
all  obstacles,  and  rank  our  school  system  among  the  first. 

D.  A^AUGLE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


FKANKLIN. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  No.  15,  Series  No.  2,  enclosed 
please  find  my  report  concerning  the  condition  of  our  schools,  which 
I  give  as  briefly  as  possible.  The  whole  duty  of  superintending  the 
schools  of  our  township  has  devolved  on  me  during  the  past  year.  In 
the  discharge  of  my  duty  I  find  that  the  teachers  emploj'ed  in  our 
schools  are  endeavoring  to  discharge  their  duty,  and  seem  to  take  a 
true  interest  in  their  profession  ;  but,  in  my  oj^inion,  they  do  not  re- 
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ceive  that  encouragement  in  general,  from  the  inhabitants  of  their 
respective  districts  which  tliey  truly  deserve,  and  which  is  so  essential 
to  promote  our  common  schools.  I  refer  to  irregular  attendance 
(which  you  will  notice  in  series  JSTo.  2),  which  has  seriously  affected 
at  least  some,  if  not  all,  of  our  schools  during  during  the  past  summer. 
I  regret  to  say  that  the  schools  in  some  of  our  smaller  districts  have 
been  closed  for  months  during  the  past  year,  in  consequence  of  the 
times,  which  have  demanded  larger  salaries  for  teachers,  and  have 
compelled  several  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  township  to  substitute 
their  children  for  laborers  (in  consequence  of  the  extreme  scarcity 
of  the  latter),  which  seems  to  have  been  unavoidable,  but  should  be 
guarded  against  as  much  as  possible,  as  it  has  a  tendency  to  injure 
both  the  scholar  and  our  schools, 

I  trust  the  engrossing  topics  of  the  day  will  not  withdraw  the  at- 
tention of  the  people  of  our  township  from  the  subject  of  education, 
but  that  they  will  consider  it  a  subject  of  paramount  importance. 
And  I  earnestly  hope  that  a  much  deeper  interest  may  be  manifested 
in  improving  the  minds  of  the  young  and  rising  generation,  who  must 
soon  take  the  place  of  their  parents  and  guardians  in  all  the  responsi- 
ble duties  of  life. 

May  all  parents  reflect,  and  come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  good 
education  is  the  greatest  and  best  gift  they  can  bestow  upon  their 
children. 

A.  G.  GARRISON, 
Chairman  of  the  School  Committee. 


HACKENSACK. 

It  will  be  observed  that  but  978  of  the  1504  resident  children  of 
legal  school  age  hare  attended  school  during  the  past  year.  This 
manifest  discrepancy  can  in  part  be  explained  by  saying  that  we  have 
three  private  schools,  one  female  institute,  and  one  grammar  school 
for  boys.  These  absorb  no  inconsiderable  number  of  those  residing  in 
this  township. 

In  answer  to  No.  15  in  your  Series  II.,  I  beg  to  repeat  what  I  said 
to  your  predecessor  in  1862. 

"There  are  three  private  schools  in  this  township,  all  well  con- 
ducted. The  great  difficulty  of  forming  a  new  school  district  under 
the  existing  school  law,  creates  the  necessity  for  private  schools.  The 
district  or  districts  from  which  it  may  be  proposed  to  set  off  a  reason- 
able amount  of  territory  for  the  formation  of  a  new 'school  district,  de- 
clines to  surrender  the  same,  for  the  reason  that  by  so  doing  they  will 
lose  a  pro  rata  of  the  public  moneys,  and  so  increase  the  terms  of 
tuition.  The  hardship  is  the  greater  to  those  who  desire  a  new  dis- 
trict, because  they  are  obliged  'to  support  a  private  school  without  any 
aid  from  State  or  township,  while  at  the  same  time  they  are  taxed  to 
maintain  the  very  school  from  which  they  are  excluded,  on  account  of 
its  distance  from  their  homes." 

Therefore,  I  have  long  entertained  the  opinion  that   the  tenth  sec- 


SCHOOL  KEPORT.  lOT 

tion  of  the  act  of  1851,  should  be  so  amended  as  to  give  the  power  of 
forming  new  school  districts,  or  of  changing  or  altering  the  boundaries 
of  existing  districts,  to  some  local  authority  in  the  township. 
The  towns!) ip  committee,  probably,  would  be  the  most  proper 
body  to  take  cognisance  of  such  matters.  As  the  law  now 
is,  if  the  inhabitants  of  an  incorporated  district  or  districts  in- 
terested, withhold  their  consent  to  the  formation  of  a  new  school 
district,  there  remains  no  alternative  but  to  ask  of  the  Legislature 
that  which  is  denied  at  home. 

The  most  populous  district  in  this  township  contains  236  resident 
children,  and  employs  but  one  teacher.  The  whole  number  who  have 
attended  the  past  year  is  103  ;  the  average  daily  attendance,  56.  The 
district  will  receive  during  the  school  year,  to  end  in  April  next, 
about  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to 
maintain  a  free  school  the  whole  year.  It  is  in  this  district  we  have  two 
of  the  three  private  schools  mentioned  above.  There  are  other  dis- 
tricts having  a  less  number  of  resident  children,  and  therefore  receive 
less  money,  that  employ  two  teachers,  and  have  a  larger  average  at- 
tendance. 

The  above  statement  exposes  another  inequality  deserving  atten- 
tion. A  populous  district,  according  to  the  existing  mode  of  appor- 
tioning school  monies,  may  receive  more  than  is  sufficient  to  keep  the 
school  free,  and  still  have  an  average  attendance  less  than  a  contigu- 
ous district  which  receives  less  of,  but  may  have  contributed  more  to, 
the  township  school  tax  than  its  more  fortunate  neighbor. 

The  commissioners  appointed  in  1855  to  codify  the  school  law,  re- 
cognized and  admitted  both  the  inequalities  above  mentioned,  and  em- 
bodied in  the  bill  reported  to  the  Legislature  ample  remedies.  It  will 
be  remembered  that,  among  other  organizations,  they  proposed  to 
establish  township  boards  of  education.  Article  3,  section  5,  of  the 
bill  says  : 

"  That  the  respective  township  boards  of  education  shall  have  full 
power  to  form  new  school  districts,  to  abolish  any  school  district  or 
districts,  to  consolidate  school  districts,  and  to  alter  or  change  the 
boundaries  of  any  school  district  or  districts,  whenever,  in  their  judg- 
ment circumstances  shall  require,"  &c. 

And  in  section  8  of  the  same  article:  "  That  the  township  board  of 
education  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  apportion 
among  the  several  school  districts,  the  money  received  by  the  town- 
ship, and  the  money  raised  therein  for  the  support  of  the  schools;  this 
apportionment  shall  be  made  on  such  principle  as  the  said  board  of 
education  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of  education 
among  the  people,  having  regard  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  several  school  districts,  their  situations,  the  number  of  pupils  at- 
tending the  schools,  the  qualifications  of  the  teachers,"  &c. 

There  remains  one  more  subject  to  which  I  would  respectfully  in- 
vite your  attention.  It  is  that  of  establishing  a  county  board  of  edu- 
cation in  each  county,  to  be  composed  of  the  several  town  superin- 
tendents. Much  benefit  would  therefrom  accrue  to  the  public  schools, 
without  increasing  the  number  of  school  officers  or  their  pay.     This 
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board  would  become  the  connecting  link  between  state  and  townships. 
The  affiliation  of  townships  thus  engendered  would  not  only  give  them 
unity  and  strength,  but  greatly  promote  uniformity  and  regularity 
throughout  the  county,  in  all  matters  touching  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  State.  The  town  superintendents,  assembling  twice  a 
year,  would  necessarily  communicate  their  several  experiences,  which 
would  become  the  common  stock  of  the  board. 

The  duties  of  the  State  Superintendent  would  be  materially  facili- 
tated and  lightened  if  he  were  authorized  to  prescribe  further  duties 
to  this  board  than  the  law  might  impose.  For  instance,  he  might 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  town  superintendents  to  submit  their  annual 
reports  to  the  secretary  of  the  board  for  him  to  examine,  revise,  col- 
late, &c.,  and  then  make  Ms  report  to  a  full  meeting  of  the  board  for 
approval,  and  when  approved,  to  transmit  the  same  to  the  State 
Superintendent ;  so  that  the  town  superintendents  by  conferring  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Avould  make  more  complete  and  uniform 
reports  than  are  now  rendered,  which  would  be  embodied  in  a  single 
report  coming  to  the  State  Superintendent  from  the  county  board. 
The  institution  would  soon  develop  its  own  usefulness  beyond  all  pre- 
sent conjecture,  and  from  time  to  time,  recommend  such  further  im- 
provements as  enlarged  experience  might  suggest. 

JOHN  YAN  BRUNT, 

Town  Sitperi7itendent. 


LODI. 

I  find  I  have  nothing  materially  new  to  offer  from  the  last  report 
of  my  predecessor,  the  condition  of  our  schools  being  about  the  same, 
with  this  exception,  the  township  tax  has  been  increased  from  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  to  two  dollars  per  scholar,  that  is  fifty  cents 
more  this  year  than  the  last,  adding  materially  to  the  fund. 

The  teachers  are  all  licensed,  and.  well  qualified  for  their  stations. 
Although  the  board  of  chosen  freeholders  failed  to  appoint  examiners, 
as  usual,  as  required  by  law,  the  damage  is  trifling,  as  there  has  been 
no  change  in  teachers,  consequently  they  would  have  had  no  duties  to 
perform  if  they  had  been  appointed.  The  examinations  have  been 
highly  interesting,  and  well  attended  by  parents  and  friends,  whose 
presence  has  given  encouragement  to  both  teachers  and  scholars. 

JAMES  H  McKEE, 
Town  Superintendent. 


NEW  BAKBADOES. 

Herewith  I  tender  my  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  public 
schools. 

The  number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years 
is  ten  hundred  and  fifty-nine  ;  in  making  out  my  report  I  find  that 
about  eight  hundred  attend  school,  and  about  four  hundred  the  regu- 
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lar  atteudance.  The  reason  of  the  per  centage  of  regular  attendance 
being  so  small  is  in  consequence  of  us  having  three  private  schools  in 
the  township  ;  one  of  these  is  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Williams,  a 
teacher  of  some  fifteen  years  experience,  and  a  cood  disciplinarian, 
assisted  bj  females.  This  school  takes  most  of  the  larger  scholars  of 
the  village.  The  other  two  private  schools  are  taught  by  females,  and 
these  take  many  of  the  primary  scholars. 

I  have  thought  it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  cause  if  we  had 
the  three  school  districts  ISTos.  1,  2  and  9  joined  in  one  (these  are  the 
districts  situated  in  the  village  of  Hackensack)  and  erect  a  large  and 
commodious  building,  and  have  a  graded  school,  so  as  to  employ  a 
principal  and  three  or  four  assistants.  This  would  give  fur  the  new 
district  about  three  hundred  regular  attending  scholars. 

The  other  schools  in  the  township  are  doing  about  as  well  as  can 
be  expected,  for  most  of  them  are  small  country  districts,  averaging 
about  forty  scholars  each,  of  regular  attendance.  They  are  all  well  sup- 
plied with  black-boards,  and  most  of  them  have  a  new  map  of  the 
United  States,  and  some  have  outline  and  sectional  maps  and  globes. 
Most  of  the  schools  are  taught  on  the  normal  principle,  though  the 
teachers  are  not  all  normal  graduates. 

The  highest  salary  paid  to  male  teachers  is  six  hundred  dollars  ;  the 
lowest  four  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  highest  salary  paid  to 
females  is  three  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  ;  the  lowest  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars. 


CAMDEN-  COUNTY. 


CAMDEN. 


In  reply  to  your  interrogatories,  I  send  you  the  following  response: 

No.  1.  There  are  three  wards  in  our  city,  constituting  three  school 
districts,  under  the  supervision  of  the  board  of  education,  of  three 
members  from  each  ward. 

No.  2.  There  are  three  school  buildings  owned  by  the  board  and 
four  rented. 

No.  o.     They  are  all  kept  open  during  the  year. 

No.  4.  There  are  thirry-two  teachers  employed  in  these  schools. 
Three  males  and  twenty-nine  females. 

No.  5.  They  have  all  been  examined  and  received  certificates  for 
qualification  from  the  Board ;  none  others  are  employed. 

No.  ti.     The  number  of  children  between  five  and  eighteen  is 

North  Ward 1319 

Middle  Ward 1491 

South  Ward 1778 

Total  in  three  Wards 4588 
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No.  7.  There  has  been  a  spacious  building  erected  in  the  North 
Ward,  at  a  cost  of  $16,200,  which  accommodates  650  pupils,  in  wliich 
three  of  the  schools  have  been  consolidated,  Nos.  8,  9,  10  and  11. 

Amount  on  hand  Feb.  19,  1863 $12,250  60 

Receipts  from  Taxes 12,676  14 

"        from  sale  of  Bonds IJOOO  00 

"        R.  E.  Morgan,  State  Eevenue 1,9^6  91 

"        Notes  discounted  at  Bank 7,104  20 

Total  receipts 34,097  91 

Disbursements. 

New  School  House ■ $16,147  62 

Salaries  of  Teachers 8,877  98 

"        of  Janitors 808  50 

"        of  Olficers. 408  23 

Rent  of  School  Houses 795  25 

Repairs 703  22 

Books  and  Stationery 691  72 

Printing 72  12 

Coal,  Wood,  &c 1,200  14 

Incidentals 192  84 

Bonds  and  Interest 1,562  00 

Notes  at  Banks 3,000  00 

New  Furniture 253  75 

Insurance 202  25 

Total 34,915  52 

Cash  balance  Feb.  14,  1864 $82  39 

Nos.  12  and  13  not  anv. 

J.  H.  SIDES, 

Secretary  Board  of  Education. 

STOCKTON. 

As  the  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  town  superintendent  to  report 
annually  to  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  I  will  endea- 
vor with  the  limited  knowledge  I  have  (as  I  was  only  elected  last 
March,  nor  have  I  received  any  information  or  instructions  from  the 
State  Superintendent)  to  give  you  some  information  in  relation  to 
school  affairs  in  our  township. 

We  have  two  whole  districts  and  two  parts  of  districts  in  our  town- 
ship. 

We  have  four  puljlic  school  houses,  including  one  for  colored  chil- 
dren, and  one  private  or  select  school. 

Number  of  children  in  township  between  the  ages  of  5   and  18 

years 523 

Number  who  have  attended  school  aVout 400 

The  average  daily  attendance 1 10 
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In  regard  to  the  number  who  have  attended  either  three,  six,  or 
nine  months,  I  am  not  sufficiently  informed  to  state  very  precisely. 

The  schools  have  been  as  well  and  perhaps  better  attended  and  as 
well  instructed  as  common. 

Three  of  the  school  districts  are  incorporated  in  which  the  schools 
are  maintained  free,  by  money  raised  by  taxation  on  said  districts,  in 
addition  to  the  State  school  fund,  and  interest  on  surplus  revenue. 

I  have  received  one  instalment  of  School  fund $120  65 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue 91  52 

Tax  on  district  No.  1,  a  part  of  which  was  for  the  purpose  of 

repairing  school  house 300  00 

Tax  on  district  No.  2 275  00 

"     "         "       No.  3 200  00 

The  schools  have  been  kept  open  during  the  year,  the  usual  vaca- 
tions excepted. 

Three  male  and  three  female  teachers  have  been  engaged  at  salaries 
from  $1.15  to  $1.50  per  day. 

JOEL  HOIiNEPv, 

Town  Superintendent. 


CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 


DOWN. 


You  will  see  by  the  answers  given  to  your  questions,  that  we  have 
nine  school  districts,  and  ten  school  houses  in  our  township,  all  owned 
by  the  districts.  None  of  our  schools  have  been  kept  open  the  entire 
year.  Five  of  them  have  been  kept  open  three-fourths  of  the  year, 
three  of  them  one-half  of  the  year,  and  two  of  them  one-fourth  of  the 
year.  In  two  of  them  there  are  two  departments  taught  for  one  terra. 
Three  of  the  schools  have  been  conducted  with  great  efficiency  ;  the 
others,  with  one  exception,  have  been  good,  though  not  as  good  as  is 
desirable. 

There  is  not  much  interest  manifested  in  the  subject  of  education 
on  the  part  of  either  the  school  officers,  or  the  people  in  general,  as 
the  importance  of  the  subject  demands  ;  hence  the  difficulty  found  in 
making  our  schools  what  they  should  be.  In  some  instances  the  trus- 
tees do  not  visit  the  schools  for  a  year,  hence  they  know  nothing  about 
the  schools,  only  by  report. 

There  are  about  150  cliildren  in  the  township  who  do  not  attend 
school ;  I  intend  to  be  able  to  publish  their  names  in  connection  with 
the  names  of  their  parents  in  my  annual  report  next  spring,  and  if 
possible,  remedy  the  evil. 

I  have  some  difficulty  in  controlling  the  funds  placed  in  my  hands 
for  school  purposes.     Some  of  the  trustee  contend  that  it  is  none  of 
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the  superintendent's  business  what  nse  they  make  of  the  money  ; 
it  is  his  duty  to"  pay  all  orders  sent  to  him  by  them,  no  matter  what 
use  they  wish  to  make  of  the  money.  I  had  a  little  dispute,  and 
some  unpleasant  feelings  in  one  case  this  year,  because  I  would  not 
let  the  trustees  have  sixty  dollars  to  pay  (as  the  order  stated)  for  clean- 
ing tlieir  school  house. 

Our  communities  are  evidently  rising  under  the  operation  of  our 
noble  public  school  system.  I  think  it  would  be  an  improvement  in 
our  school  system  to  have  the  law  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  school 
officers  to  divide  the  funds  into  two  or  three  parts,  making  the  school 
partly  free,  for  two  or  three  terms  in  the  year,  instead  of  being  en- 
tirely free  for  one  term  only,  as  is  often  the  case,  by  which  means  the 
schools  in  some  cases  are  broken  up  for  the  rest  of  the  year,  when  if 
the  division  could  be  made,  in  most  places  the  schools  could  and 
would  be  kept  open  one-half  or  three-fourths  of  the  year,  whereas 
now  there  is  but  one,  or  at  most,  one  and  a  half  terms  in  the  year. 
There  might  be  much  said  in  favor  of  the  change,  but  perhaps  tliis 
is  not  the  proper  place  to  argue  the  case. 

JONAS  C.  CHEW, 

School  Silver hvtendent. 


FAIRFIELD. 

I  regret  that  so  many  of  the  questions  in  the  schedule  have  to  be 
returned  blank ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  fill  them  with  accuracy 
for  want  of  the  data.  I  have  received  reports  from  all  the  districts, 
and  from  nearly  all  the  schools ;  but  they  lack  the  required  informa- 
tion. I  will  try  to  have  it  collected  hereafter.  For  this  purpose  I 
have  copied  the  questions  wanting  answers,  with  the  intention  of  pre- 
senting them  to  tlie  several  teachers  in  the  township  so  far  as  pi-acti- 
cable.  This  will  be  attended  with  some  difliculties  as  there  are  fre- 
quent changes  of  teacliers. 

You  request  me  to  state  the  wants  of  our  public  school  system.  I 
do  not  feel  competent  to  say  what  those  wants  are  elsewhere  or  in 
general.  But  with  us  we  need  a  higher  order  of  teachers,  better 
trained  and  qualified  for  imparting  instruction — more  means  and  a 
better  compensation  for  the  services  of  such.  We  need  more  discrimi- 
nation and  efficiency  on  the  part  of  district  trustees  in  the  employ- 
ment of  proper  teachers. 

R.  OSBORN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAUDIS   TOWN. 

I  herewith  transmit  you  my  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this 
township.  It  is  necessarily  very  imperfect,  for  it  is  not  possible  to 
arrive  at  the  information  I  desire,  owing  to  the  recent  formation  of 
this  township.     There  are  uoti  schools  in  all  the  districts  ,1  have  created. 
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All  of  this  township  was  formerly  the  northern  part  of  Millvillo  town- 
ship, and  the  whole  of  it  was  divided  into  three  districts,  and  a  part 
of  one  which  united  with  a  district  in  Salem  county.  These  old  dis- 
tricts have  had  no  school  since  I  came  into  office  until  this  present 
month,  and  only  one  of  the  new  districts  had  got  a  house  ready  for  the 
Summer  school.  I  have  divided  the  township  into  eight  districts,  all 
of  which  are  now  incorporated.  There  are  now  schools  in  all  the  dis- 
tricts, although  there  are  only  four  school  houses — the  other  districts 
having  hired  rooms  that  will  probably  answer  the  purpose.  We  hope 
before  the  close  of  another  year  to  have  good  school  houses  in  each 
district.  Not  many  over  one-half  of  all  the  scholars  in  the  township 
have  yet  been  to  school  (many  of  them  having  commenced  last  Mon- 
day), therefore  the  answers  to  questions  Nos,  9,  11  and  12,  can 
convey  but  an  imperfect  report  to  what  it  may  be  at  the  close  of  the 
schools.  My  answer  to  the  question  No.  15  is  very  brief,  I  believe 
the  whole  law  needs  revision,  and  much  of  its  ambiguity  dispensed 
with.  I  hope  at  a  future  period  to  be  able  to  present  you  a  more  satis- 
factory report  in  every  particular. 

It  would  be  very  gratifying  to  me  to  have  you  visit  us  at  the  ear- 
liest time  your  duties  will  permit.  Accept  my  thanks  for  the  copies 
of  school  laws  which  came  to  hand  some  time  since,  and  believe  me 
with  high  considerations  of  regard, 

WM.  O.  H.  GWYNUETH, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MILLVILLE. 

To  detect  faults  in  a  .-ystem  is  much  easier  than  to  correct  them,  or 
even  to  suggest  corrections.  What  appears  to  me  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, is  to  secure  well  qualified  teachers.  This,  so  far  as  knowledge 
is  concerned,  is  not  so  difficult  as  formerlj'',  and  yet  withia  the  com- 
pass of  my  observations  there  is  a  great  lack  in  the  efficiency  of  teach- 
ers. 

Competenc}^  industry,  and  love  of  the  work  are  indispensable  char- 
acteristics of  a  good  teacher. 

The  licenses  require  so  much  knowledge  and  a  good  moral  charac- 
ter; these  of  course  cannot  be  dispensed  with ;  but  every  one  knows 
that  a  person  may  have  these,  and  as  a  teacher  be  a  lifelong  bungler. 
If  the  teaclipr  considers  his.  work  mere  drud-iery,  whatever  may  be 
bis  other  qualiil.cations,  he  will  never  succeed. 

Such  teachers  assign  their  failure  to  obtuse  intellect^  want  of  regu- 
lar attendance,  bad  seats,  want  of  ventilation,  and  a  hundred  and  one 
other  reasons  why  the  children  remain  in  the  alphabet  six  months,  or 
read  worse  after  attending  the  school  one  year,  than  when  they  be- 
gan. 

Trustees  and  parents  are  too  often  culpable  for  neglect  in  the  above 
particulars,  and  the  evils  should  be  corrected,  but  the  efficient  teach- 
er, while  he  labors  to  correct  thera,  will  labor  indefatigably  to  succeed 
despite  of  them. 
8 
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The  important  question  then  is,  bj  what  means  shall  we  improve  our 
schools,  by  the  selection  of  competent  faithful  teachers  ?  The  superin- 
tendent miglit  do  much  by  carefully  vis-itini,'  the  schools,  but  there  are 
few  men  of  the  requisite  qualifications  who  will  devote  their  time  to 
this  work  f  tr  one  dollar  per  day ;  this,  liowever,  might  be  done,  as  the 
legal  requirement  for  visiting  is  but  once  a  quarter,  but  every  one 
must  see  that  such  visits  are  of  but  little  value  in  acquiring  a  know- 
ledge of  the  teachers  abilities  or  the  progress  of  the  ciiildren. 

Tiie  trustees  are  expected  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency  of  the  su- 
perintendent, but  the  same ditficulties meet  iis  here;  there  are  cases  in 
which  competent  men  cannot  be  secured,  and  seldom  do  they  feel  suf- 
ficient interest  to  give  the  time  required  without  reward.  I  do  not 
occupy  a  standpoint  which  would  warrant  my  suggesting  changes  in 
our  present  system.  Other  defects  might  be  presented  but  my  com- 
munication is  already  too  lone*. 

S.  A.  GAERISON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BHILOH. 

There  are  in  this  township  eight  school  houses.  School  has  been 
kept  open  in  seven  most  of  the  time  since  my  appointment  (March 
last).  The  schools  are  most  of  them  in  an  excellent  condition.  Out 
of -the  ten  teachers  employed  in  the  township  during  the  past  eight 
months,  only  two  were  male. 

The  terms  of  tuition  range  from  fifty  to  eighty  dollars  per  term  of 
sixty-six  days. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  school  purposes  for  the  pre- 
sent year  is  $892.52. 

From  State $201  95 

Raised  by  tax 500  00 

Interest  on  surplus  revenue,  applied  by  township  for  school 

purposes 190  67 

$892  52 
I  have  been  looking  for  some  weeks  for  some  information  in  regard 
to  making  a  report  for  you.  What  you  desired,  &c.  Not  heaiing 
from  you,  and  in  fiict  not  knowing  your  address,  I  inquired  of  the 
town  clerk  rour  address,  find  lot  and  behold^  he  had  no^  notified  vor 
of  my  appointment. 

Hence  any  additional  information  you  may  wish  concerning  the 
common  schools  in  this  township  will  be  cheerfully  given  by 

THOS.  H.  TOMLINSCm, 

Town  Supe/iiitendent. 
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8T0E   CKEEK. 

The  questions  in  series  ISTo.  1  I  answered  in  November,  as  re- 
quested.    Those  in  series  No.  2  are  answered  below. 

1,  2.  In  this  township  there  arc  seven  districts,  each  of  whicb  em- 
ploys a  male  teacher  in  the  winter  and  a  female  in  the  summer. 

3,  4.  The  salary  of  the  male  teachers  is  from  $75  to  $90  a  quarter ; 
that  of  the  females  about  $50  or  $55. 

5,  <!,  7,  8,  9,  10,  II,  12.  I  cannot  answer,  as  my  term  of  office  com- 
menced last  March.  In  my  visits  to  the  schools  since  that  time  I 
have  seen  no  colored  children  in  school. 

13.  The  schools  are  free  as  long  as  the  school  fund  will  pay  the 
teacher,  after  that  the  salary  of  the  teacher  is  paid  by  the  puj^ils,  each 
one  paying  accorduig  to  the  time  he  has  attended. 

14.  I  have  not  received  a  report  from  one  teacher.  All  have  ex- 
pressed a  willingness  to  report,  but  have  neglected  to  attend  to  it  in 
time.  Just  now  the  schools  are  having  a  short  vacation,  or  I  could 
•call  on  the  teachers  for  their  reports. 

'^'  Would  it  not  be  well  to  empower  the  township  superintendent  to 
defer  paying  the  teacher's  salary  till  the  report  is  received.  In  our 
district  schools  spelling,  reading,  writing,  English  grammar  and 
arithmetic  are  taught,  and  in  some  of  them  algebra  and  geometry. 
There  is  an  academy  in  one  of  the  districts,  in  which  Latin  and 
Greek  are  taught;  but  it  is  a  rare  thing  to  find  a  good  grammarian 
among  the  teachers  of  our  common  schools.  Good  algebraists  are 
seldom  found  among  the  teachers  of  our  academies  here  and  in  Penn- 
sylvania. It  is  not  long  since  a  teacher  of  mathematics  and  the 
learned  languasces  asked  me  very  innocently  if  it  did  not  require  a 
knowledge  of  the  diiferential  calculus  to  solve  diophantine  problems. 

REUBEN  DAVIS,  Jr., 

Town  Superintendent. 


CAPE  MAY. 


UPPEK. 

According  to  custo.ra,  I  send  you  the  annual  report  expected  from 
town  superintendents. 

It  being  my  first  year  in  office  I  have  not  been  enabled  yet  to  accu- 
mulate all  the  information  desired,  to  answer  your  series  of  questions 
as  correctly  in  every  particular  as  I  would  like  to  have  done. 

Our  schools  are  provided  with  lawfully  licensed  teachers,  and  as  far 
as  I  am  capable  of  judging,  they  are  conducted  in  a  creditable  and 
efficient  manner. 

JOHN  STITES,  Jr., 

Town  Super intendenf. 
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CAPE   ISLAKD. 

I  herewith  send  yon  the  required  statistics  of  our  schools,  with  onlj 
a  few  additional  remarks. 

Our  schools  are  kept  open  not  more  than  three  quarters  in  the  year. 
During  the  past  year  they  have  been  in  successful  operation  for  about 
that  time.  The  teachers  have  been  excellent,  and  in  proof  of  this,  in 
reference  to  the  male  teacher,  I  will  remark  that  he  is  now  on  his 
second  year  in  the  public  school,  and  had  previously  taught  here  in  a 
select  school.     I  believe  him  to  be  of  the  first  order  of  teachers. 

Our  community  is  waking  up  somewhat,  in  reference  to  the  subject 
of  education,  in  evidence  of  which  I  will  remark  that  a  select  school 
has  been  started  this  Autumn,  with  a  view  of  permanency.  This 
school  is  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  P.  Hughes,  a  native  of  this  county, 
and  formerly  the  Principal  of  the  Edge  Hill  school,  at  Princeton,  N. 
J.  The  attendance  has  been  good,  all  that  one  teacher  could  do  jus- 
tice to,  and  but  for  want  of  suitable  room,  an  assistant  would  have  been 
employed,  as  quite  a  number  could  not  gain  admittance  who  sought  it. 

Application  will  be  made  to  the  Legislature  the  present  Winter  for 
a  charter  for  an  academy,  and  if  obtained,  it  is  intended  to  erect  suit- 
able buildings  for  the  purpose. 

I  should  also  remark  that  we  have  entirely  remodeled  our  school 
house,  at  an  expense  of  several  hundred  dollars,  so  that  we  have  now 
two  fine  school  rooms,  seated  in  modern  style,  which  are  not  excelled 
by  any  in  the  county. 

J.  S.  LEACH, 

School  Superintendent. 

LOWEE. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  and  the  requirements  of  the  law» 
I  herewith  transmit  Series  No.  2,  and  a  report  of  the  public  schools 
in  the  Lower  township.  Cape  May  County.  The  number  of  scholars 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  is  four  hundred  and  fifty-two,  for 
the  present  year  ending  1864.  The  amount  of  money  received  from  sur- 
plus revenue  is  $60.45  ;  the  county  apportionment  $161.00  ;  raised  by 
tax,  $1,356.00;  total  amount,  $1,577.45.  This  amount  is  expended 
in  paying  teachers,  in  purchasing  fuel,  and  in  paying  such  other  inci- 
cidental  expenses  as  the  necessities  of  the  schools  require.  I  have 
visited  the  schools  about  once  a  quarter,  and,  in  all  cases,  liave  been 
GW^Ually  received  both  by  teaclieis  and  children.  Tl;cy  have  sliowu 
a  wiiiir^gness  in  whateyer  seemed  likely  to  promote  the  best  interests  of 
the  schools,  and  advance  the  cause  of  education.  All  the  schools  are  at 
present  supplied  with  teachers,  who,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  are  intelli- 
gent and  well  qualified.  They  appear  to  be  devoted  to  the  profession 
in  which  they  are  engaged,  and  labor  assiduously  for  the  advancement 
of  the  children  placed  under  their  care. 

Hoping  the  cause  of  education  will  ever  prosper,  I  submit  this  brief 
report. 

DAVID  EWING, 

Toicn  Superintendent. 
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DENNIS. 

The  schools  of  Dennis  townsliip  are  enjoying  a  good  degree  of 
prosperity,  owing  principally  to  the  fact  that  the  township  made  a 
liberal  appropriation  for  the  support  of  tlie  schools,  and  in  consequence 
we  are  enabled  to  employ  good  and  efficient  teachers.  Few  if  any 
townships  in  the  State  have  a  better  corps  of  teachers  than  Dennis. 
We  are  deficient  in  good  buildings.  Out  of  the  six,  but  two  of  them 
are  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  districts  in  which  they  are  located. 
The  other  four,  in  construction,  liad  no  view  to  health,  comfort,  or 
architecture,  and  are  most  miserable  shanties,  indeed, 

J.  H.  DIVERTY. 

Town  Superintendent. 


ESSEX  COUNTY. 


CALDWELL. 


Our  schools  are  gradually  improving  under  the  present  system. 
One  thing  needed,  is  a  gre.iter  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  on 
the  part  of  the  people. 

M.   S.  CANFIELD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BLOOMFIELD, 

Your  "  Series  No.  2,"  did  not  come  to  hand  until  the  19th  inst. , 
owing  to  its  having  been  mis-sent,  and  not  forwarded  till  that  date. 
With  all  the  dispatch  possible,  hoping  this  township  may  not  fail  to 
be  represented  in  your  records  for  the  year,  I  send  the  following  brief 
report. 

On  the  whole,  taking  the  five  districts  of  this  township  together,  a 
fair  progress  has  been  discernable  during  the  year. 

The  central  union  school  has  a  competent  corps  of  teachers,  and  is 
especially  favored  by  the  constant  and  intelligent  attention  of  its 
trustees.  It  needs  a  larger  school  building,  with  improved  ventilation, 
for  if  the  occupants  of  a  house  are  to  breathe  pure  air,  "  the  building 
itself  must  breathe."  Its  teachers  deserve  an  increase  of  salary,  and 
more  apparatus  is  almost  indispensable.  The  improvements  already 
made  in  this  school  are  guarantees  that  these  matters  will  not  long  be 
neglected. 

The  Montclair  school  has  been  graded,  during  the  year,  into  gram- 
mar, intermediate  and  primary  departments.  The  discipline  and 
progress  obtained  in  the  intermediate  department  deserve  high  praise  ; 
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and  altogether  the  school  is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  Besides  $1,200 
raised  in  this  district  for  school-house  purposes,  $750  was  raised  for 
teachers'  salaries. 

In  the  Washington,  Stone  House  Plains,  and  Mt.  Hebron  districts, 
the  teachers  have  done  quite  as  well  as  could  have  been  hoped  for, 
"when  we  consider  their  scanty  salaries,  and  the  apathy  of  many 
parents  in  all  that  pertains  to  school  culture. 

In  conijilying  with  your  request  to  state  wliat  I  believe  to  be  the 
wants  of  our  public  school  system,  I  have  to  say,  judging  from  my 
point  of  view :  first  and  foremost,  it  wants  tlie  three  dollar  statute 
restriction  removed,  so  that  each  township  or  district  can  tax  itself  as 
much  as  it  pleases  to  educate  and  elevate  its  children  and  youth.  The 
institutions  of  our  countiy  and  of  our  State  were  designed  and 
adapted  to  intelligent  and  virtuous  people ;  it  is  therefore  the  duty 
of  the  State  to  cultivate  intelligence,  and  not  to  hamper  it. 

It  is  plainly  the  duty  of  each  generation  to  provide  for  the  next. 
"We  are  all  members,  one  of  another."  Strength  and  wealth  mast 
help  weakness  and  poverty.  The  State  is  one  great  political  family, 
aud  it  is  because  many  members  of  this  family  are  orphans,  or  are  of 
parents  too  poor,  ignorant,  or  unprincipled  to  care  for  their  offspring, 
that  the  State  must,  for  its  own  protection,  provide  means  to  educate 
all  its  children.  It  cannot  afford  not  to  do  it.  Absenteeism  hiuders^ 
the  progress  of  our  pupils  to  an  alarming  extent.  By  it  the  parent 
instructs  the  child  that  school  exercises  are  of  comparatively  little 
consequence.  The  neglect  of  elementary  studies  to  take  up  what  are 
called  the  higher  branches  is  a  serious  evil.  Grammar,  especially, 
requires  maturity  of  mind  for  its  comprehension.  A  large  portion  of 
our  citizens  have  yet  to  learn  the  value  of  thoiough  school  instruction,, 
and  their  imperative  duty  towards  it.  If  a  popular  educational  tract 
could  be  sent  quarter-yearly  from  the  office  of  the  State  Superintend- 
ent to  all  the  parents  in  the  State,  it  could  not  fail  to  enlighten  them, 
and  keep  them  conscious  of  their  interests  and  their  duties.  An  ap- 
propriation by  the  Legislature  for  such  a  purpose  would,  in  my 
opinion,  be  an  economical  outlay  of  the  public  funds. 

HENRY  H.  LLOYD. 

Town  S^t^perintendent. 


BELLEVILLB. 

I  have  the  satisfaction  to  report  the  schools  in  the  several  districts 
of  our  township  in  a  healthy  condition,  and  giving  general  satisfaction 
to  the  people.  The  trustees  in  each  district  have  been  anxious  to 
provide  for  the  wants  of  the  pupils  and  to  make  the  institution  pro- 
fitable for  the  public.  The  schools  have  all  been  supplied  with  com- 
petent teachers,  who  have  been  all  punctual  in  their  attendance.  Four 
of  our  districts  have  good  school  houses  of  their  own,  and  all  made 
comfortable  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children.  One,  South  Belle- 
ville, the  smallest  district  in  the  township,  has  not  been  able  to  pro- 
vide a  house  for  their  school,  and  have  to  the. present  time  no  per- 
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inanent  place  for  their  accommodation  which  would  give  much  inter- 
est to  their  institution.  We  have  had  no  difficulties  to  contend  with 
in  our  progress,  with  the  exception  of  our  question  with  the  Catholic 
church,  which  matter  is  now  before  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Wd  pre- 
sume ere  long  will  be  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  until 
which  time  \ve  shall  be  somewhat  embarrassed  in  our  monetary 
affairs,  and  wish  the  matter  arranged. 

I  have  no  suggestions  to  make  with  regard  to  any  alterations  or 
improvements  in  our  school  laws,  with  the  single  exception  that  the 
12th  section  might  be  made  more  definite  by  authority.  In  fine,  we 
say,  we  are  all  in  favor  of  our  public  school  system,  and  hail  all  its 
frieu'Is  as  our  friends  and  well  wishers. 

SAMUEL  L.  WARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


EAST  ORANGE. 

I  send  herewith  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  of 
this  township  for  the  past  year. 

While  there  has  not  been  that  interest  manifested  in  regard  to  these 
echools,  and  the  cause  of  public  education,  there  should  have  been, 
jet  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  improvement  has  been  made  since  my 
last  report. 

In  the  Ashland  and  Eastern  districts  tlie  schools  have  been  kept 
open  the  whole  year,  and  entirely  free.  In  the  Franklin  there  has 
been  school  for  nine  months,  and  half  free. 

As  stated  in  my  last  report,  the  Eastern  district  is  much  behind  this 
time  of  enterprise  and  improvement,  in  regard  to  a  suitable  building 
and  arrangements  for  having  a  good  school.  This  will  also  apply  to 
the  Franklin  district.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  in- 
habitants of  those  districts  will  be  awake  to  the  great  importance  of 
having  the  public  schools  in  the  best  possible  condition  in  all  their 
arrangements  and  details.  The  whole  number  of  children  between 
the  ages  of  5  and  18  in  the  township  is  604,  and  the  average  attend- 
ance, 202. 

SAM'L  C.  JONES, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LIVINGSTON. 

I  herewith  forward  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  the  township  of  Livingston.  It  is  necessarily  imperfect,  as 
the  schools  liave  not  been  furnished  with  registers,  and  a  number  of 
changes  in  the  teachers  of  the  schools  having  taken  place,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  me  to  answer  positively  your  series  (No.  2)  of  questions  for- 
warded to  me.  There  are  five  school  houses  located  in  this  township, 
each  about  the  center  of  a  school  district.  Squiertown  district  No.  1 
is  located  entirely  within  this  township  (at  Squiertown) ;  it  is  not  an 
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incorporated  district,  but  owns  the  school  house,  which  is  in  very 
good  repair,  and  large  enough  for  the  present  wants  of  the  district. 
There  are  reported  to  me  by  the  trustees  seventy-seven  (77)  children, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years  residing  in  the  district. 
There  has  been  school  four  quarters  within  the  past  year,  half  free, 
with  an  average  attendance  of  from  thirty-five  to  forty  scholars.  The 
school  is  now  in  charge  of  Miss  M.  A.  Budd,  a  teacher  licensed  by  my 
predecessor,  and  one  whom  I  consider  well  qualified  for  the  position; 
the  advancement  of  the  scholars  is,  I  think,  equal  to  the  average  of 
country  district  schools. 

Northfield  district,  ISTo.  2,  is  an  incorporated  district,  lying  entirely 
within  this  township,  at  Northfield,  and  has  an  ancient  schoul  house, 
belonging  to  the  district,  which  needs  some  repairs,  for  which  I  regret 
to  say,  they  have  not  yet  raised  the  money,  but  I  suppose  soon  will, 
as  the  building  cannot  be  used  in  its  present  condition  at  this  season 
of  the  year,  for  school  purposes.  There  has  been  kept  within  the  past 
year  two  quarters'  school,  the  last  of  which  has  just  expired  ;  both  have 
been  entirely  free.  The  trustees  report  to  me  sixty-one  (61)  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  residing  within  the  dis- 
trict, and  {here  did  attend,  on  an  average,  about  twenty  (20)  scholars. 
Livingston  district,  No.  3,  is  an  incorporated  district,  entirely  within 
the  township  at  Livingston,  owns  a  school  house  large  enough  for  the 
present  wants  of  the  district,  in  tolerable  good  order,  and  is  used  for 
holding  town  meetings,  elections,  &c.,  as  well  as  for  school  purposes. 
There  have  been  three  quarters'  school  kept  within  tlie  past  year,  all 
of  them  entirely  free.  The  trustees  report  seventy-eight  (78)  children 
residing  within  the  district,  betwe^  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen 
years,  and  there  has  been  an  average  attendance  of  about  thirty  or 
thirty-five  scholars.  The  school  is  now  in  charge  of  Rev.  S.  C.  Moore, 
a  teacher  well  qualified  in  every  respect,  as  an  instructor  of  all  the 
branches  taught  in  ordinary  public  schools.  The  children  progress 
as  rapidly  as  can  be  expected  in  a  school  where  the  daily  attendance 
varies  from  about  fifteen  to  fifty,  owing  to  the  indifterence  of  parents 
about  their  children  attending  school  regularly.  Yet  I  think  there  is 
an  increasing  interest  among  the  parents  in  the  cause  of  education. 

Centreville  district.  No.  4,  is  an  incorporated  district,  lying  at  Centre- 
vilJe,  on  the  line  of  this  township  and  the  township  of  Caldwell,  partly 
in  each.  It  owns  a  new  school  house,  having  been  built  a  few  years 
since,  and  is  now  in  first  rate  order.  The  trustees  report  to  me  seventy- 
seven  (77)  children,  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years,  re- 
siding in  the  portion  of  the  district  lying  within  "the  township  of 
Livingston.  There  has  been  four  quarters'  school  kept  within  the  past 
year,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  Miss  A.  M.  Cook,  a  well  qualified 
teacher,  licensed  by  m^'-  predecessor,  having  taug.ht  the  past  three 
quarters,  and  given  general  satisfaction,  with  a  school  averaging  up- 
wards of  forty  scholars,  being  the  largest  school  in  the  township,  and 
showing  an  average  improvement  of  the  scholars  equal  M'ith  most 
other  district  schools. 

Washington  Place  district,  No.  5,  is  not  an  incorporated  district, 
and  is  not  entirely  within  this  township,  but  extends    into  the  town- 
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ship  of  Millburn.  They  own  a  school  house  large  enough  for  the 
wants  of  the  district,  that  needs  some  repairing  to  render  it  comfort- 
able for  the  winter.  And  the  trustees  inform  ine  that  they  are  about 
having  the  repairing  done,  and  they  report  to  me  thirty-six  (3G)  child- 
ren between  the  ages  of  live  and  eighteen  years,  residing  in  tliat  por- 
tion of  the  district  lying  within  the  township  of  Livingston.  There 
has  been  four  quarters'  school  kept  within  the  past  year,  by  Miss  Jane 
Ayres,  who  has  had  an  average  attendance  of  about  seventeen  scholars, 
mostly  small  children,  and  has  given  universal  satisfaction.  The 
scholars  show  a  fair  degree  of  improvement,  and  compare  favorably 
with  other  schools.  Tiie  school  has  been  half  free,  but  by  the  admir- 
able arrangement  of  the  trustees  they  have  been  able  to  keep  the 
school  open  all  the  time,  and  like  Squiertown  district,  have  divided 
their  funds  in  four  equal  parts,  and  applying  one  quarter  of  the  whole 
money  received  from  township  and  State  appropriations  for  the  dis- 
trict to  each  quarter's  salary  of  the  teacher,  and  charging  tuition  to 
make  up  the  balance  of  the  salary.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the 
people  of  the  township,  at  their  annual  town  meetings,  do  not  appro- 
priate by  ballot,  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to  keep  all  the  schools 
free  the  whole  year ;  but  the  dread  of  taxation  frightens  them  from 
what  I  consider  their  true  interest.  But  I  think  there  is  a  growing 
interest  felt  in  the  cause  of  education,  and  our  schools  being  in  the 
hands  of  competent  teachers,  it  must  continue  to  increase  until  the 
people  realize  that  the  school  house  is  not  intended  simply  as  a  place 
for  them  to  send  their  children  to  get  them  out  of  the  way  when  they 
have  no  work  for  them  to  do,  but  a  place  for  them  to  prepare  for  the 
positions  they  must  soon  fill  in  the  community,  and  instead  of  sending 
their  children  about  every  other  day,  their  interest  is  to  send  them 
steadily  to  sc!iov>l.  Then,  I  think,  we  will  be  able  to  have  free  schools, 
and  all  the  children  have  a  fair  cliance  in  the  race  of  life. 

M.  E.  IIALSEY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


NEWAEK. 

I  have  received  your  blank  series,  No.  2,  w-hich  I  shall  not  be  able 
to  fill  out  before  January.  I  am  dependent  for  my  material  upon  the 
annual  reports  of  the  principals  of  the  several  schools,  which  cannot 
be  made  up  before  the  close  of  the  year. 

I  can,  however,  give  you  a  general  statement  of  the  condition  of  our 
public  scho  lis;  which  may  be  all  summed  up  in  one  word, ^;ros/x'roi^. 
By  this,  I  mean  that  they  are  better  in  every  feature  that  is  essential 
to  good  schools  an4  a  good  system,  than  they  were  a  year  ago,  and 
that  is  something  to  be  proud  of  in  these  times  of  national  calamity. 
We  have  better  accommoJations,  better  teachers,  schools  better  dis- 
ciplined and  better  instructed  than  we  had  last  year  ;  our  school  ac- 
commodations have  not  been  materially  enlarged  but  those  we  have 
are  in  better  condition. 

The  Common  Council — upon  which  the  Board  of  Education  is  de- 
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pendent  for  its  finances — gave  us  all  we  asked  for  to  meet  our  current 
expenses  ;  but  since  last  January,  when  our  estimate  was  made  out, 
everything  necessary  to  the  efficient  working  of  the  schools  has  so  in- 
creased in  price  that  ihe  Board  has  been  somewhat  straitened  for  iunds 
to  carry  on  its  contemplated  operations.  The  greatest  embarrassment 
has  been  experienced  hy  the  teachers  wlio  have  fonnd  their  expenses 
increasing  fafcter  than  ithcir  salaries.  The  Board  have  done  all  they 
could  with  their  limited  means — they  have  advanced  the  salaries  of 
the  male  teachers  one  hundred  dollars,  and  of  the  females  from  fifty 
to  seventv-five  dollars  each,  so  that  the  whole  sum  paid  fur  teachers' 
wages  this  year  amounts  to  more  than  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Our  system  of  public  schools  we  believe,  from  years  of  trial,  to  be 
a  good  one.  Our  graded  system  might  be  improved,  doubtless,  but 
we  are  enabled  to  accomplish  vastly  more  by  it  than  we  otherwise 
could  and  at  much  less  expense.  No  teacher  needs  to  have  more  than 
two  classes  in  each  branch  of  study,  and  in  many  instances  this  is  ren- 
dered necessary  only  from  the  number  of  pupils.  Where  a  class  is 
very  large — say  fifty  in  a  grammar  or  eighty  in  a  primary  school,  I 
think  the  class  should  be  divided  for  the  sake  both  of  teacher  and 
pupil.^  Unless  the  teacher  lias  sufficient  power  to  hold  the  undivided^ 
attention  of  each  member  of  the  class,  the  pvjoils  will  suffer;  if  the 
teacher  can  secure  that  interest,  without  the  exercise  of  sound  discre- 
tion she  is  subjecting  herself  to  a  process  that  must  soon  exhaust  her 
nervous  energy.  For  small  pui)ils,  especially,  our  rule  is,  short  exer- 
cises but  frequent.  It  is  better  to  have  four  exercises  a  day  fifteen 
minutes  each,  than  two  exercises  an  hour  each.  In  our  best  graded 
schools  the  teacher  ma}^  find  some  hours  or  half  hours  each  day  in 
which  no  recitations  are  in  progress,  when  he  can  assist  the  pupils  in 
acquiring  their  lessons.  Manj^  of  our  "teachers  fail,  either  for  want  of 
time  or  for  want  of  an  appreciation  of  its  importance,  in  rendering 
that  assistance  necessary  to  form  intelligent  habits  of  study.  Merely 
giving  a  little  child  a  book  and  telling  him  to  learn  his  lesson  is  like 
giving  him  an  alphabet  and  telling  him  to  make  a  book.  These  silent 
hours  if  improved  as  they  are  in  some  of  our  schools,  are  the  most 
profitable  hours  of  the  day. 

Another  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a  well  graded  school  is  the 
skill  which  the  right  kind  of  a  teacher  must  acquire  in  teaching  one 
particular  grade.  Where  a  teacher  ranges  over  a  large  field  of  liter- 
ature and  mathematics  each  day  with  his  class  he  can  hardly  expect 
to  become  an  adept  in  any  one  department.  He  does  not  go  deep 
enough  to  discover  the  foundation  principles  upon  which  any  science 
is  constructed,  nor  to  ascertain  the  avenues  by  which  pupils  at  any- 
particular  stage  of  mental  development  must  receive  their  appropriate 
stimulus.  It  is  objected  that  this  confinement  to- one  grade  becomes 
monotonous,  contracts  the  mind  of  the  teacher  within  the  limits  of  some 
"pent-up  Utica,"  and  makes  men  and  women  of  one  idea;  but  it  is  better 
that  our  teachers  have  one  well-defined  idea  upon  one  subject  than  some 
muddy  thoughts  upon  a  dozen  or  more  subjects.  When  the  powers 
and  skill  of  the  teacher  have  become  exhausted  upon  the  one  subject, 
then  give  him  a  new  field  of  labor,  and  let  him  for  the  time  become 
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the  man  of  one  idea  upon  that  subject,  for  we  are  indebted  to  these 
men  of  one  idea  for  most  of  our  improvements  in  the  arts  and  sciences. 
Those  tcacliers  who  have  spent  years  in  the  first  grade  of  our  primary 
Bchools  liave  done  more  fur  the  future  man  or  woman  by  awakening 
tl)0uglits  and  giving  a  proper  direction  to  the  meiital  aud  moral  forces 
ofchihlrcn  than  teachers  in  any  other  grade  of  our  public  schools; 
and  yet  few  n|ipreciate  or  adequately  compensate  the  labors  of  the 
primary  teacher.  I  would  not  confine  my  remarks  to  this  particular 
grade.  Tlie  same  thoroughness  may  be  attained  in  any  grade.  ITor 
do  I  o^ject  to  promoting  teachers  as  occasion  may  require,  but  I 
am  convinced  that  the  teacher  who  is  always  dissatisfi_d  with  his  or 
her  position  becau3e  there  is  no  lOom  there  for  the  development  of 
genius,  will  prove  a  poor  teacher  in  any  position. 

I  can  do  no  more  than  barely  allude  to  a  few  of  the  benefits  of  a 
graded  system,  though  yet  imperfect. 

The  range  of  studies  in  our  grammar  schools  is  not  very  great. 
Our  purpose  is  to  give  our  pupils  a  tliorough  knowledge  of  the  funda- 
mentals of  an  education — reading,  penmanship,  geography,  grammar 
and  arithmetic.  Other  studies  may  be  pursued,  but  not  to  the  neglect 
of  tliese. 

Our  grammar  schools  consist  of  three  grades,  with  two  teachers  to 
each  giade. 

The  first  grade  numbers  about  40  pupils ;  the  second  50,  and  the 
third  60.  They  rather  fall  short  than  exceed  tliis  number.  Out  of 
this  number  the  average  attendance  is  about  90  per  cent,  which  teach- 
ers can  instruct  comfortably  and  with  a  good  degree  of  profit. 

Our  primary  schools  arc  too  large.  The  Board  exclude  all  under 
six  years  of  age,  and  yet  the  numbers  are  undiminished.  Our  prima- 
ry Bcliools  have  three  grades,  and  the  number  that,  in  my  judgment, 
can  be  profitably  assigned  to  each  teacher  is  about  60  to  the  1st  class ; 
75  to  the  2d,  and  80  to  the  3d.  Our  third  class  teachers  in  many 
instances  have  more  than  one  hundred  pupils. 

Our  High  School  and  Saturday  Normal  School  are  each  doing  their 
appropriate  work  and  doing  it  well.  A  very  fine  class  graduated 
from  the  High  school  in  July,  and  a  larger  number  from  the  Normal 
School  than  in  any  former  year. 

GEORGE  B.  SEARS, 

City  Sivperintendent. 


ORANGE. 

Our  town,  "with  somewhat  more  than  a  dozen  private  schools  of 
higher  and  lower  grade,  has  four  public  schools.  The  registers  kept 
by  the  teachers  show  an  attendance  of  a  thousand  and  sixty-one  schol- 
ars durino-  the  year — about  seventy-four  per  cent  of  the  population  be- 
tween five  and  eighteen  years  of  age.  Some  of  these,  not  a  large 
number,  by  changing  their  relations  from  one  school  to  another,  have 
been  brought  into  the  reckoning  twice.  Twenty-six  per  cent  of  those 
for  -whom  the  schools  are  designed  by  the  State,  have  attended  through 


131  SCHOOL  KEPOBT. 

four  quarters  in  the  same  school.  Somewhat  more  than  that",  consid- 
ering changes,  liave  been  in  school  through  the  year.  The  average  at- 
tendance reiDorted — five  hundred  and  ten,  or  thirty-five  per  cent — 
naakes  no  account  of  half  day  absences.  A  perfect  accuracy,  of  course, 
is  not  reached,  but  the  returns  are  as  nearly  perfect  as  they  can  be 
made  without  unreasonable  labor.  The  teachers  have  kept  their 
books  with  seeming  carefulness,  and  have  reported,  as  called  upon, 
with  promptness.  I  have  given  to  the  schools  such  attention  as  the 
cares  of  a  laborious  profession  and  a  large  parish  would  allow ;  much 
less  than  I  would  gladly  have  given,  could  I  have  bestowed  on  them 
more  of  my  time.  Each  has  been  visited  each  terra ;  and  when  only 
a  half  a  day  could  be  spared  at  once,  the  visit  has  been  repeated  so  as 
to  embrace  a  change  of  hours  and  exercises.  All  parts  of  the  teach- 
ers' work  have  come  under  review. 

With  regard  to  that  work,  I  have  seen  little  to  correct.  They  ap- 
pear to  understand  it,  and  to  feel  an  interest  in  it.  The  want  of  inte- 
rest is  on  the  part  of  the  people,  of  whom  very  many  hold  at  a  cheap 
rate  the  privileges  \vhich  cost  them  nothing.  The  principal  complaint 
of  the  teachers  lies  against  the  irregidar  attendance  of  their  scholars. 
Some  who  are  on  the  roll  the  year  through,  arc  not  in  school  half  the 
time.  Indeed  there  are  cases  in  which  the  actual  attendance  has  not 
exceeded  twenty  days.  The  extent  of  the  evil  will  appear  from  the 
following  figures,  fuund  in  the  reports  of  three  schools : 

Scholars  eniolled  during  the  year 403     441     217 

Average  daily  attendance 225     202       83 

These  figures  tell  an  unpleasant  tale ;  one  that  may  stir  a  doubt  of 
the  expediency  of  spending  so  much  upon  free  schools  for  the  benefit 
of  the  common  citizen,  who  is  at  the  same  time  free  to  separate  his 
children  from  the  benefit,  whenever  some  trivial  reason  comes  up  for 
keeping  them  at  home.  "We  want  an  authority  lodged  somewhere 
that  will  insure  to  the  children  the  henefit  of  the  ample  provisions  of 
the  State  and  town.  Well  educated  teachers,  and  large  and  comfort- 
able school  iiouses,  well  seated,  and  furnished  with  desks,  blackboards 
maps  and  charts,  and  all  the  best  appliances  for  learning,  are  but  a 
waste  of  well  intended  means  without  scholars.  And  their  benefit  is 
much  more  than  half  wasted,  when  the  scholars  are  half  the  time  ab- 
sent, as  seen  in  the  figures  above  presented.  The  absence  of  several 
from  a  class  each  day,  is  a  continual  drag  upon  the  advancement  of 
the  rest. 

Our  Orange^  as  the  later  reports  from  your  office  show,  has  been 
quartered  within  the  last  four  years.  Its  sections  have  parted  asunder 
toward  each  point  of  the  compass — North,  South,  East  and  West. 
Was  it  growing  too  fast,  or  had  it  grown  too  large,  or  was  the  fruit  too 
tempting — that  the  dissecting  knife  has  been  run  through  it  as  it  has 
by  successive  legislatures  ?  Without  pressing  these  delicate  questions, 
I  may  express  regret  that  so  little  regard  was  had  to  the  natural  seams 
and  divisions  of  the  old  Orange.  Our  school  districts  are  terribly  cut 
up,  and  we  have  no  committed  powers,  Sanitary  or  Christian,  to  ap- 
ply bandages  to  the  wounds.  The  new  town  lines  have  dismembered 
every  district  but  one  ;  so  amputating  as  to  leave  us  in  one  case  the 
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Ijody  of  the  old  district,  in  tliree  other  cases  a  liviih  only.  These  limbs 
or  segments,  bear  still  the  corporate  titles  and  powers  of  the  original 
districts  ;  so  that  the  siiperiutumlent  can  neither  unite  them,  nor  map 
out  the  districts  of  the  town  anew.  A  consolidation  effected  under 
one  of  my  predecessors,  the  Supreme  Court  in  June  last  dissolved. 
Its  decision  has  left  us  in  an  embarrassing  state  of  confusion.  We 
have  three  districts  (so  called)  which  are  without  a  school  house,  and 
without  children  enough  to  form  a  school ;  and  they  are  opposed  to 
consolidation,  preferring  to  hire  their  children  taught  in  other  dis- 
tricts, or  in  private  schools.  It  is  a  state  of  things  certainly,  which 
ought  not  long  to  continue. 

In  our  '•  Central"  district,  which  the  divisions  have  not  disturbed, 
are  three  public  schools,  of  which  two  are  so  large  as  to  have  each  a 
male  principal  with  three  female  associates.  Each  of  these  is  graded 
within  its  own  sphere,  as  that  of  Girard  district  is  likewise. 

While  the  town  appropriates  this  year  the  sum  of  three  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  for  the  support  of  its  schools,  but  a  feeble  person- 
al interest  is  felt  in  them  by  the  largest  tax  payers.  The  wealthier 
citizens  look  upon  them  too  much  as  schools  for  the  poor,  and  so  pa- 
tronize private  institutions,  of  which  there  is  no  lack.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  the  schools  of  the  people  will  yet  become  such  as  to  invite  to 
their  privileges  every  class.  They  are  such  already  in  many  of  the 
towns  of  [New  England.  Why  should  they  not  be  such  in  New 
Jersey  ? 

Your  inquiry  as  to  the  "wants  of  our  public  school  system,"  I  will 
breifly  answer^by  saying : 

1.  That  the  board  of  examiners  and  visitors  provided  for  in  Sec.  8. 
of  the  act  of  April,  1846, — as  its  functions,  so  far  as  I  have  know- 
ledge, go  by  default  to  the  town  superintendents — appears  to  me  to  be 
not  wanted. 

2.  Where  the  schools  are  free,  the  superintendents  should  have 
power  to  require  something  like  a  regular  attendance  of  pupils  in  or- 
dinary health,  under  penalty  of  expulsion. 

JAMES  HOYT, 
Town  Superintendent. 


WEST   ORANGE. 

I  am  happy  to  report  that  our  schools  are  in  a  prosperous  condition. 
The  t'.^ac'icrs  a'-c  eiiicient,  and  zealous  in  tl:e  discharge  of  their  duLles, 
and  the  number  of  pupils  gradually  increasing.  The  schools  have 
been  kept  open  the  whole  year,  except  the  usual  vacations. 

The  two  greatest  evils  of  which  we  have  to  complain  are,  irregu- 
larity of  attendance  on  the  ])art  of  the  children,  and  too  much  apathy 
and  indifference  on  the  part  of  the  parents  and  patrons.  The  tax- 
payers, although  willing  to  be  taxed  liberally,  seem  to  feel  that  with 
this,  and  the  election  of  a  superintendent  and  trustees,  their  interest 
in  the  matter  ceases. 

Although  they  may  have  shown  excellent  judgment  in  the  selection 
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of  these  worthy  officers,  a  greater  interest  in  the  subject  oa  the  part 
of  the  public  ^enerallj  is  much  to  be  desired. 

EDWAPkD  WILLIAMS, 

Town  Sajoerintendent. 


GLOUCESTER  COUNTY. 


CLAYTON. 


Enclosed  yon  will  find  the  blank  you  sent  me — Series  No,  2 — filled 
up  as  best  I  can,  from  the  imperfect  reports  received  from  most  of  the 
school  districts.  If  I  possibly  can,  I  will  make  a  reformatiun  in  that 
respect  in  the  future,  as  it  is  utterlj'  impossible  to  make  an  accurate 
report  to  the  State  Superintendent  without  full  reports  from  the 
several  districts. 

The  school  in  Glassboro,  District  No.  1,  is  in  a  very  flourishing  condi- 
tion. The  principal  is  a  man  well  qualified  for  his  position;  is  not  wholly 
confined  to  the  text-books,  but  teaches  the  application  of  book  learn- 
ing, which  is  the  only  true  plan.  The  school  is  divided  into  three  de- 
partments— grammar,  intermediate,  and  primary.  Tiie  two  latter 
divisions  are  taught  by  females.  Is  kept  open  four  quarters  during 
the  year. 

The  school  in  Fislerville,  District  No.  3,  is  in  a  good  condition  ;  is 
divided  into  two  parts,  grammar  and  primary.  The  teacher  of  the 
grammar  depai'tment  is  a  man  fully  competent  for  his  situation  ;  as 
was  also  his  predecessor.  This  school  district  has  been  sufiering  for 
some  years  past  the  want  of  a  larger  and  better  schoolhouse.  That 
evil  is  about  being  removed,  there  now  being  a  building  in  progress 
of  erection  sufficient  to  accommodate  the  children  of  the  district  for 
some  years  to  come.  The  school  is  kept  open  the  greater  part  of  the 
year. 

Tlie  schools  in  the  other  three  districts  are  making  but  little  ad- 
vancement, the  trustees  not  having  been  very  particular  in  their  selec- 
tion of  teacheis;  but  I  ihink  there  is  some  improvement  in  that  par- 
ticular iii-  j^i-'wooiit.  Tlicy  ciro  kirpt  „^/on  aboat  two  quurtc;'3  each 
during  the  year.  In  addition  to  the  public  schools  of  the  township, 
there  is  a  private  school,  which  is  well  conducted,  being  under  the 
instruction  of  a  competent  female  teacher. 

There  ?eems  to  be  a  general  apat'iy  on  the  subject  of  education  on 
the  part  of  the  people  generally  ;  and  until  this  be  removed,  to  some 
extent  at  least,  the  cause  of  education  will  not  make  that  progress 
"Which  it  should.  I  hope  by  another  year  the  report  may  be  more 
encouraging.  " 

B.  F,  HARDING, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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GKEENWICH. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  iiii'l  the  statistic.il  report  of  Greenwich 
township  for  the  past  year.  As  there  are  only  two  schools  in  the 
township  that  iiave  regisfers,  I  have  approximated  as  nearly  to  thetrutU 
as  was  possible  from  the  information  at  my  command.  Trustees  are  neg- 
lectful about  procurinir  registers,  thereby  making  it  impossible  to  pro- 
cure correct  statistics.  I  would  suggest,  as  a  remedy,  that  the  school  law 
be  so  auiendad  that  no  district  neglecting  to  keep  a  register  should 
receive  any  portion  of  the  State  appropriation.  The  Teachers'  Insti- 
tute for  this  county  was  lield  at  Paulsboro,  in  this  township.  It  was, 
I  think,  attended  with  great  profit  to  the  (comparatively)  very  small 
number  of  teachers  in  attendance.  My  opinion  is  that  they  should 
always  be  under  the  control  of  the  State  Superintendent,  and  that 
teachers  refusing  or  neglecting  to  attend  should  have  their  licenses 
revoked,  unless  absent  from  sickness  or  some  other  unavoidable  oc- 
curience. 

The  first  great  want  of  our  public  school  system  (as  I  think)  is  that 
the  schools  shall  be  entirely  free  all  the  year  round.  Why  may  not 
the  State  levy  such  a  tax  upon  its  inhablitants  as  to  so  increase  the 
school  fund  as  to  bring  about  a  result  so  desirable. 

2nd.  A  uniform  system  of  teaching. 

3d.  Uniform  series  of  text-books. 

4th.  The  employment  of  teachers  for  a  period  of  time  not  less  than 
one  year. 

I  trust  the  attention  of  our  legislature,  during  the  coming  session, 
may  be  directed  to  an  increase  of  the  school  funds,  as  the  experience 
of  the  last  four  years  te:iches  that  Republican  institutions  cannot  ex- 
ist, save  as  they  are  upheld  and  maintained  by  an  intelligent,  enlight- 
ened and  moral  people. 

CHAS.  W.  WILKIN3, 

Town  Superintendent, 


MANTUA. 

The  friends  of  popular  education  in  Mantna  township  have  not  been 
inactive  during  the  past  year  in  their  efforts  to  elevate  their  common 
schools;  at  the  same  time  they  have  carefully  guarded  against  an  un- 
due spasmodic  pction,  one  which  might  prove  injurious  to  the  ca^i*<e 
which  they  desire  to  promote.  It  iias  been  their  aim^  to  obtain  a 
healthful,  reliable  progress  of  the  school  system,  such  as  w.ould  ensure 
permanency  and  success.  IIow  far  they  have  been  able  to  secure 
this  natural  mclium  advancement,  the  present  condition  of  our  schools 
and  the  tone  of  public  sentiment  in  relation  to  them,  as  compared 
with  the  past,  mnst  determine.  Since  I  have  been  in  office  I  have 
visited  all  the  schools  several  times,  and  it  affords  me  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  report  progress  in  regard  to  their  condition.  Yet  the 
fact  may  not  be  di-guistid,  that  there  are  a  few  districts  which  occupy 
a  stand  still  position,  so  far  as  such  a  position  can  be  maintained  by 
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the  action  of  their  respective  school  boards.  It  is  extremely  difficult, 
however,  for  such  boards  to  shut  out  all  scholastic  improvements 
from  their  districts.  Live,  active  teachers,  are  sometimes  (perhaps 
unwittingly)  employed  in  the  schools  of  such  districts,  and  their  in- 
fluence, combined  with  influence  from  other  sources,  is  constantly 
pressing  the  necessity  of  progress  and  reform.  And  the  result  i?,  that 
our  districts  have  moved  forward,  one  after  another^  until  very  few 
are  left  to  stem  the  tide  of  public  opinion. 

In  visiting  the  schools  the  following  were  observed  as  prominent 
among  the  items  of  improvement.  First,  method  of  instruction — these 
have  greatly  imuroved  among  our  teachers.  They  are  abandoning 
the  old  blundering,  dogmatical  method  of  teaching  arbitrary  rules 
-without  explanation  or  illustration,  and  are  beginning  to  apply  the 
synthetical  and  the  analytical  methods,  decidedly  to  their  own,  and 
the  increased  success  of  their  schools. 

Second,  School  government, — Teachers  are  inserting  moral  suasion 
for  physical  furce,  in  the  government  of  their  schools,  the  result  is  a 
decided  improvement. 

Third,  Teachers  are  not  confined  entirely  to  tjjeir  text  books,  oral 
instruction  occupying  a  considerable  portion  of  their  time. 

Fourth,  All  our  schools  are  supplied  with  black-boards,  which  I 
think  is  indispensible  to  an  increase  in  the  knowledge  of  the  art  of 
teaching. 

Fiftli,  In  compliance  with  the  requirement  of  the  law,  I  have  ex- 
amined and  licensed  all  of  our  teachers. 

Sixth,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  one  of  the  most  prominent  schools  in 
my  district  is  entirely  without  shade,  and  the  play  ground  is  exposed 
to  the  road,  the  fencing  having  been  torn  down  some  time  ago,  thus 
exposing  the  children  to  accidents  from  carriages  passing  to  and  fro, 
it  being  impossible  for  the  teacher  to  keep  them  within  bounds  ;  but 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  I  have  the  promise  from  the  directors  that  this 
evil  shall  be  obviated. 

Suggestive. — Educational  afi^airs  should  be  entirely  free  from  party 
politics  and  sectarian  dogmas.  The  school  system  is  designed  for  the 
benefit  of  the  masses  without  distinction  of  party  or  creed,  to  educate 
every  child  throughout  the  whole  State  upon  the  same  platform.  If 
peculiar  views,  political  or  religious,  are  permitted  to  interfere,  they 
must  inevitahly  cripple  and  impede  the  workings  of  the  system.  "We 
anticipate  a  bright  future  when  the  system  in  all  its  operations  shall 
be  port'cctlv  ni)derstood.  TliGiv  will  thr-n  be  entire  un-inimity  of 
feeling  aad  aotion. 

ANDREW  P.  GLANDEN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


DEPTFOED. 

The  object  of  this  report  being  to  give  as  correct  an  idea  as  possible 
of  the  state  of  education,  it  is  necessary  to  remark  that  we  have  two 
organized  schools  that  report  120  children.     A  school  for  colored 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  129 

cliildren  (tliat  receives  its  proportion  of  public  money),  at  which  fifty 
childrei)  receive  their  education,  Ttiis  school  receives  $50  from 
another  source.  We  have  other  schools,  at  wliich  about  one  hundred 
children  are  instructed'.  Tlio  childien  that  attend  these  schools  are 
not  tiikt-n  into  the  report  of  the  number  that  attend  the  public  schools, 
and  thi-5  will  account  in  s  )me  measure  for  the  apparent  small  attend- 
ance at  public  schools  ;  yet  there  is  i^reat  need  of  more  interest  on 
the  part  of  many  parents  on  the  subject  of  elucation. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  report  that  in  District  No.  7,  reported  last  year 
as  liaving  no  school,  there  is  now  a  flourishing  school,  with  tliree 
tefichers  and  one  hundred  and  filty-nine  scholt*ro  in  attendance. 

Tl)e  public  money  has  been  used  as  follows  : 

Paid  to  teachers  of  free  schools §1,566  16 

Paid  to  teacliers  of  schools  not  free 791  96 

Paid  to  trustees  of  organized  schools 283  57 

Payment  on  school-house  in  District  No.  7 517  50 

Fnrnisiiing  sc'.  ool-hou-e,  District  Nu.  7 S.oO  48 

Expenses  for  fuel 261  68 

Total $3,771  85 

B.  J.  LORD, 
Town  Superintendent. 


HUDSON   COUNTY. 


BAYONNE. 

In  accordance  with  the  laws  regulating  public  schools  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  the  superintendent  of  said  schools  in  the  township  of 
Bayonne,  submits  the  f  dlowing  annual  repoit: 

There  nre  in  this  township,  throe  public  schools;  the  state  and  con- 
dition of  which  is  as  hereinafter  described,  viz.  : 

1.  The  Cenirevjlle  school,  distict  No.  4.  Tiiis  school  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition.  The  buiUlinir  is  commodious  (having  two  separate 
rooms),  with  piny  ground  attached  ;  but  needing  the  improved  desk, 
seat,  and  appai  atns,  to  render  it  fully  efficient,  comfbi  table  and  pleasant. 
It  is  under  the  care  of  a  capable  and  judicious  teacher,  who  receives 
a  salary  of  $030  per  annum,  The  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is 
93,  average  attendance  about  70.  This  school  is  open  during  the 
whole  year,  except  for  tlie  proper  vacations  of  about  six  weeks.  The 
building  is  of  wood,  seems  to  be  in  good  repair,  and  in  its  location 
some  regard  has  been  manifested  for  the  convenience,  comfort  and 
health  of  the  children.  The  books  used  are  of  a  miscellaneous  char- 
acter, by  diiferent  authors.  No  Trustees  have  visited  the  school  dur- 
ing the  year. 
9 
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2.  Bergen  Point  ecliool,  dntrict  No.  5.  Tliis  scbool,  fJso,  rnaj  be 
said  to  be  in  a  comparatively  prosporona  condition,  altliongh  its  effici- 
ency during  the  year  has  been  soincwliat  impaired  by  reason  of  a 
frequent  change  of  teachers.  The  building  ia  of  wood,  having  two 
rooms,  and  is  supplied  with  the  modern  improvements,  in  the  articles 
of  deskt?,  seats,  black-boards,  &c.  The  location  is  pleasant,  and  a  play- 
ground is  attached.  At  present,  the  school  is  under  the  care  of  a 
teacher,  and  an  assistant  teaclier,  and  numbers  73  scholars,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  62.  The  school  l)as  been  kept  open  all  the  year 
except  when  interfered  with  by  the  changes  above  referred  to.  Terms 
of  tuition  are  $750  per  annum.  The  building  is  in  good  repair,  and 
a  proper  regard  is  had  for  the  convenience,  comfort  and  health  of  the 
children.  Books  are  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  by  several  authors. 
Trustees  (two  of  them)  have  visited  this  school  several  times  during 
the  3'ear. 

3.  Salterville  school,  district  No.  6.  In  speaking  of  this  school,  I 
am  sorry  I  cannot  use  language  similar  to  the  above.  The  teacher 
seems  to  make  the  effort  to  do  the  best  he  can  for  his  pupib,  under 
the  accumulated  difficulties  with  which  he  has  to  contend.  The 
building  is  of  wood  ;  but  one  small  room  ;  in  wretched  repair.  Little 
or  no  attention  to  progress,  convenience  or  health  seems  to  have  been 
bestowed  on  its  construction.  Li  my  estimation,  it  is  a  disgrace  to 
any  civilized  community,  for  any  such  purpose  as  teaching  children. 
Considerable  ingenuity  seems  to  have  been  expended  in  selecting  one 
of  the  worst  of  locations,  and  which,  if  it  were  possible  to  make  still 
worse,  is  rendered  so  by  the  fact  that  the  building  stands  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  track  of  (he  Central  Railroad  of  New  Jers3y.  The 
constant  ])as;ing  and  re-passing  of  trains  seriously  disturbs  the  quiet 
^nd  order  of  the  school.  I  hope  the  inhabitants  of  this  district  will  be 
able  to  see  ere  long.  Tlie  number  of  children  on  the  roll  is  67;  aver- 
■age  attendance  50.  Terms  of  tuition,  $600  per  annum.  School  0])en 
all  the  3'ear.  Books  of  various  kinds.  No  visits  from  any  of  the  trus- 
tees. 

I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  above  by  way  of  observation. 
Having  been  appointed  superintendent  within  a  few  months  on  the 
sudden  death  of  my  predecessor,  I  can  make  no  comparison  with 
former  years  ;  and  therefore,  also,  have  not  at  present  any  suggestions 
to  offer.  I  have  visited  each  of  the  above  schools  twice  in  the  time 
(six  months)  of  my  holding  office.  I  have  received  moneys  to  date 
as  follows : 

From  administrators  of  late  superintendent .$934  84 

From  the  State 172  99 


$1,107  83 
And  have  paId]out  on  orders  of  Tru8te?s  for  school  purposes     800  50 

^'•^  

Balance  in  hand $307  33 
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ReGapiiidcdion. 

Number  of  Bcliool  lionses » . . .  .  3 

Materials  built Wood 

Havin*:^  two  rooms 3 

Having  one  room 1 

Number  in  good  condition 3 

Number  in  bad  condition 1 

Number  with  play-giound 2 

Number  without 1 

Number  supplied  with  proper  furniture,  apparatus,  &c.j  (partially)  1 

Number  in  proper  location S 

Kamber  Dot 1 

H.  W.  JONES, 

T(rmi  Superiniendent 


BKEQEN. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  answers  to  your  series  No.  2,  of  questions. 
These  aDswers  ate  believed  to  be  quite  correct,  having  b9t3u  taken 
from  the  appropriate  school  reiisters. 

Your  recent  visits  to  our  county  Teachers'  Institute  and  to  some  of 
our  schools,  will  afford  you  a  large  amount  of  information,  which 
added  to  the  answers  to  your  two  scries  of  questions,  will  give  you  a 
good  insight  into  the  state  of  the  public  schools  in  the  old  town  of 
iiergen. 

Taken  altogether,  I  believe  our  teachers  will  compare  fiivorably 
with  those  of  any  town  in  the  State.  Our  schools  have,  by  legal  en- 
actment, passed  under  the  government  of  a  board  of  education,  es- 
tablished by  ordinance  of  the  town  council.  In  June  last  the  board 
was  duly  constituted,  and  at  the  successive  meetings  of  the  board  the 
interests  of  the  schools  have  been  carefully  considered  and  action  had, 
intended  to  proiuote  their  welfare.  We  hope  the  results  will  prove 
salutary.  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  fairly  to  test  the  action 
had.  We  have  endeavored  to  devise  liberal  things.  Oar  expenditure 
for  books  and  stationery  amoun'^s  to  nearly  $1,200.  Our  teachers  are 
all  licensed  by  our  board  of  county  examiners.  We  have  established 
our  town  normal  school,  and  every  teacher  employed  by  our  board  of 
education  is  bound  to  r.ttfnd  ewery  Saturday",  unless  excused  by  the 
board  oi-  town  superintendent. 

We  are  thus  geiting  fairly  into  working  order,  and  hope  to  reap  the 
•fruit  of  our  efforts  in  years  to  come. 

As  to  what  I  believe  to  be  the  wants  of  our  public  school  system, 
I  am  somewhat  at  a  lo;-s  to  answer.  The  system  would  seem  to  be  good, 
but  in  its  workings  there  are  some  difficulties  to  be  overcome,  such  as 
the  almost  impossibiiit}'  of  securing  the  full  and  punctual  attendance 
of  pupils;  the  over-crow  led  statu  of  our  primary  department;  the 
very  early  age  at  which  children  must  be  received  into  the  schools  if 
sent  by  their  parents.     It  iairly  tasks  the  energies  of  our  teachers  to 
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keep  from  sevenfj-fivc  to  one  Jmmlred  little  children  in  order  who 
might  far  better  be  in  the  nnreery  or  on  the  mother's  lap  than  in  a 
Bchuol  room.  Often  they  are  sent  to  scliool  only  to  be  out  of  the 
mother's  way.  Seven  years  of  age  is  early  enough  for  a  child  to 
enter  the  schools. 

BENJAMIN  C.  TAYLOR, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


HUDSON  CITr. 

The  pnhlic  schools  of  this  city  are  mating  good  progress  in  th©^ 
cause  of  education.  The  p<  ople  have  furnished  the  Jieceesary  amount 
for  the  support  <'f  the  schools  very  cheerfully,  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
tra demand  made  on  us  for  means  to  put  down  the  rebellion.  Our 
Bchooi-,  four  in  number,  are  all  graded.  1  have  endeavored  to  im- 
press on  tlic  minds  of  tlie  school  t)liicers  and  parents  the  importance 
of  selecting  thoroughly  qualifiel  and  experienced  teacheis  for  the 
primary  department.-:.  It  is  there  the  young  receive  their  iDOst  last- 
ing impressions.  If  the  work  he  well  done  here,  all  subsequent 
school  efforts  will  be  comparatively  easy. 

A  very  general  feeling  prevails  that  any  one  will  do  to  instruct 
small  chilren.  This  is  a.  great  error.  It  requires  a  raie  combination 
of  excellent  qualities  to  be  success!ul  in  primary  schools. 

I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  true  merit  will  be  more 
fully  ai)preciated,  and  our  primary  scho  Is  assume  that  position  in 
the  minds  of  llie  people  which  their  iin])ortancc  demand.-, 

WM.  n.  DOCKSTADER. 

City  Sv'perintendent. 


HAREISON. 

In   answer   to  the  circular  received   (rom  3'ou  on  the  4th   inst. 
I  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  rej)ort,  as  received  from  the^ 
teachers  <f  the  resi>ective  public  schools  in  this  township: 
No.  of  male  teachers  employed,  1 ;  feniale  2, 
Average  salary  of  male  teachers,  $480;  feniiilo,  $320. 

No.  of  children  who  have  attended  four  qnaiters 250 

"  "  "  three  and  less  than  four 285 

"  "  "  two  and  less   than  three 321 

"  "  "  one  and  less  than  two cs26 

"  "  "  Icf^s  than  oTie  quarter 439 

No.  of  colored  children  who  have  attended  school none. 

Average  attendance  of  pupil:^ 807 

We  iiave  one  public  school  (District  No.  1)  free.  In  District 
School  No.  2  the  pupils  pay  a  tuition  lee  of  two  dollars  ($2)  each  per 
quarter. 

I  have  received  reports  from  both  (or  all)  of  the  public  schools  in 
our  township. 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  133 

In  answer  to  tlie  question,  "  What  do  you  believe  to  be  the  wants 
of  our  public  school  system  1"  I  (on  account  of  the  short  acquaintance 
I  have  had  with  anytliiiig  cuniiL-cted  with  our  public  scliouls)  feel 
myself  incmpetcnt  to  i^ive  an  opinion  ;  but  at  the  same  time  would 
state  that  I  cuusider  the  chief  wants  of  our  toionship  in  that  respect 
to  be  an  insufficiency  of  funds  to  employ  a  sufficient  number  of 
teachers,  and  to  give  those  teacliers  anything  like  a  remunerative 
salary.  You  will  ohserve,  on  reference  to  the  nutnber  of  children  in 
attendance,  th  it  three  tca,:hers  are  insufficient  for  the  proper  care 
necessaiy  to  be  bestowed  on  their  education.  This  want  arises,  in 
my  opinion,  from  oar  not  appiopriating  by  taxation  a  sum  (qual  to 
the  requirements  of  the  case.  Tiic  fault  evidently  lies  with  our- 
selves, but  I  have  taken  tlie  liberty  of  acquainting  you  with  the  facts, 
as  I  believe  them  to  exist. 

You  will  observe  that  we  have  no  colored  children  attending  our 
schools,  for  the  reason  that  we  have  no  colored  families  residing  in 
our  township,  so  far  ms  I  have  been  able  to  learn. 

If  I  liave  written  anything  ir;clevant  to  what  you  really  required,  or 
omitted  any  information  which  might  have  been  8up|>lied,  you  will 
please  excuse  me  on  the  grounds  of  my  want  of  experience  in  school 
maltcis. 

It  might  he  well  to  state,  in  c">nnec!iou  with  the  above,  that 
out  school-house-!  arc  in  good  repair,  and  sufficiently  capacious  to  meek 
our  present  requirements. 

HENRY  KENTOi;^, 

Town.  Superintendent 


JERSEY   CITY. 

Herewith  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  my  report  of  the  public 
schools  lA  this  city,  in  acconlance  with  the  ]>rinted  form  furnished  me. 

I  have  no  fault  to  lind  with  our  public  school  system,  which  con- 
tinues to  give  great  satisfaction. 

Our  teachers  with  scarcely  an  exception,  are  faithful  and  efficient, 
and  enjoy  the  full  confidence  of  the  community. 

The  oidy  inconvenience  we  at  pre  ent  suffer,  arises  from  want  of 
sufficient  accommodation  for  our  rapidly  increasing  population.  This 
difficulty  will,  we  hope,  be  remedied  during  tlie  ensuing  year  by  the 
erection  of  a  new  school  house.  The  higli  cost  of  hibor  and  building 
materials  has  debarre  i  our  authorities  from  attempting  to  build  during 
the  year  now  drawing  to  a  close. 

JOSEPH  McCOY, 

School  /Superintendent. 


tJiSION. 

Soma  legislation  is  needed  to  define  the  posit'on  and  power  of  the 
town  superintendent.     The  trustees  employ  and  dismiss  teachers ;  they 
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increase  and  diminish  their  Dumber;  they  make  regulations  and  new 
arrangements  without  giving  any  notice  to  the  town  superintendent; 
the  town  superintendent  is,  in  fact,  nothing  but  the  treasurer  of  tlie 
school  funds.  Now  let  a  teacher  not  pay  attention  to  the  commands 
of  the  trustees  and  they  promptly  dismiss  him;  but  should  he  laugh 
at  the  town  superintendent  the  latter  has  to  apply  to  the  trustees,  and 
to  expect  the  result.     In  many  case?  it  would  be  more  than  doubtful. 

It  seems  to  be  natural  tha^,  wldle  the  trustees  have  the  care  of 
building?,  the  control  over  the  money  to  be  expended,  &c.,  the  town 
superintendent  ought  to  have  the  teiichers,  their  methods,  their  edu- 
cational and  pedagogical  ^kill  under  his  care;  he  ought  to  determine 
what  qualiiications  a  teacher  must  have  in  order  to  be  fit  for  a  given 
place ;  he  ought  to  have  ample  power  to  carry  out,  and,  if  necessary, 
to  enfoicc  what  he  deems  proper  to  stipulate.         p~"^ 

It  may  be  objected  that  in  a  good  many  towns  and  villages  nobod;y 
would  be  found  sufficiently  prepared  to  discharge  the  duties  of  town 
superintendent  in  the  manner  indicated.  But  this  is  also  true  in  re- 
gard to  the  trustees,  many  of  whom  are  so  illiterate  as  to  be  unable  to 
spell  the  names  of  the  places  where  tl;ey  reside,  correctly.  It  is  true 
there  are  three  trustees;  so  much  the  worse  for  it.  Iguoranoo 
multiplied  does  not  make  knowledge. 

As  things  at  present  are,  it  M-ould  be  better  to  make  one  of  the  trus- 
tees town  buperintendent  ex  (fficio^  than  to  pay  a  salary  to  a  man  an- 
Kually  who  cannot  do  any  gcod,  however  able  nnd  willnghe  may  be. 

CHARLES  SIEDHUF,  , 

Town  Su;perintendent 


WEEHAWKEN, 

You  will  perceive  by  the  answers  to  the  questions  asked  tha,t  a 
school  has  been  kept  but  a  shoi't  time.  ■-■''; 

The  township  vras  incorporated  into  one  school  district  in  the  win- 
ter of  1862  and  1863.  Tlie  following  spring  the  people  elected  mo 
Buperintendent. 

I  immediately  entered  upon  my  duties  by  calling  a  meeting  and" 
having  the  district  properly  organized.  In  May  last  the  trustees 
called  a  special  meeting,  and  votid  a  tax  of  §3,500  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  suitable  house  for  public  instruction.  Since  that  time  a 
house  contaiiiing  two  rooms  25  by  35  feet  has  been  erected,  on  an 
eligible  lot,  and  one  room  furnished  with  the  modern  style  of  furni- 
ture. A  competent  teacher  has  been  procured,  and  tlie  school  has 
been  under  way  and  in  good  working  order  fur  about  two  months. 

There  is  a  deep  interest  felt  by  the  trustees,  and  also  by  the  tax- 
payers, and  those,  too,  that  have  no  children,  manifested  by  their  will- 
ingness to  co-operate  witii  me  in  establishing  a  free  sgIjooI  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  children  of  this  township. 

EBENEZER  FLYNT, 

Town  Suneriniendent 
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WEST    nOBOKEN. 

Another  year  has  passed  away,  and  it  imposes  on  mo  the  custom- 
ary duty  of  making  to  you  the  annual  report  of  the  West  Iloboken 
School  District.  In  April  last  I  was  clioseu  guperintendent  of  schools 
for  this  district,  and  have  not  the  experience  in  school  matters  I  would 
Avish ;  yet  I  have  always  held  the  opinion  that  the  public  school  sys- 
tem of  our  country  was  one  of  tlie  <2;reatest  blessings  of  the  age.  In 
our  schools  the  best  kind  of  instruction  is  afi'orded  to  all,  wliethcr  na- 
tive or  foreign,  rich  or  poor,  clothed  in  lino  linens  or  in  rags,  admis- 
Bion  is  free  to  all,  and  all  are  received  with  kindness. 

Our  township  has  a  population  of  2,792  inhabitants — a  gain  of  292 
in  one  year.  Our  school  census,  taken  in  May  last,  shows  we  have  800 
children,  between  the  ages  of  5  and  18 — an  increase  of  82  in  one  year. 
Of  these,  471  have  attended  the  public  schools  during  the  year  past. 
A  great  number  have  availed  themselves  of  the  advantages  of  New 
York,  Iloboken,  and  other  schools,  but  as  winter  approaches  they  are 
returning,  and  our  schools  are  now  so  full  we  can  hardly  accommo- 
date them. 

Our  township,  in  addition  to  the  amount  raised  for  the  support  of 
public  schools  this  year,  has  agreed  to  raise  §1,200  to  purchase  a  site 
for  new  school  building.  The  committee  having  the  matter  in  charge 
have  not  yet  decided  on  its  location  ;  when  they  do,  the  site  will  be 
purchased  and  a  large  and  suitable  building  erected,  the  need  of  which 
is  felt  and  admitted  by  all. 

Our  trustees  have  been  attentive,  kind  and  harmonious,  attending 
to  their  duties  attentively,  and  by  their  united  efforts  among  the  peo- 
ple, have  awakened  an  increased  interest  in  public  schools,  that  can- 
not fail  to  bring  forth  good  results. 

Our  teachers  are  kind  and  attentive  to  their  pupils,  and  are  all  li- 
censed. Two  of  them  have  been  with  us  nearly  four  years.  They 
rank  well  among  the  teachers  of  this  county. 

I  close  this  report  hoping  that  superintendents,  trustees,  and  the 
public  generally,  will  take  a  greater  interest  than  they  have  done,  in 
the  welfare  of  our  schools,  and  also  the  necessity  of  visiting  them. 
They  will  be  amply  repaid  for  the  trouble  and  time  it  may  cost  them, 
and  will  not,  as  some  do,  think  the  sum  appropriated,  wasted,  but  an 
investment  that  will  prove  a  benefit  in  after  years  to  the  rising  gener- 
ation. 

THOMAS  KEYNTOjST, 

Tuwn  Superintendent. 
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HUNTERDON  COUNTY. 


BETHLEHEM. 


In  presenting  you  my  third  report,  I  feel  an  interest  in  common 
■witli  my  fellow-citizens,  and  am  liable  to  cherish  partial  views  through 
local  attachments.  I  wish  to  present  an  impartial  report.  Thescliuob 
have  been  better  conducted  and  made  greater  advancement  than  in 
any  year  of  my  superintendence. 

Bethlehem  district,  M.  J.  S.  Smith,  teacher. 

This  school  has  been  so  much  better  than  usual,  that  I  will  give  a 
part  of  his  system.  He  has  had  charge  of  this  school  five  quarters, 
and  has  succeeded  in  awakening  such  an  ardent  thirst  for  knowledge, 
and  such  a  lively  interest  in  study  as  are  feldora  witnessed  in  the 
rural  districts ;  he  lias  done  this  not  by  such  ephemeral  motives  as 
prizes,  which  stimulate  the  most  brilliant  only,  but  present  no  induce- 
ment or  hopes  of  success  to  the  equally  industrious  and  less  talented. 

The  central  idea  of  his  system  is  to  reward  effort  rather  than  suc- 
cess, and  to  give  to  each  scholar  credit  for  precisely  what  he  does. 
At  the  close  of  each  term  he  makes  out  what  he  styles  a  "Roll  of 
Honor,"  and  has  it  framed  and  suspended  in  the  school  room,  in  which 
is  shown  the  number  of  days'  attendance  of  each  pupil,  the  number  of 
perfect  and  imperfect  lessons,  times  tardy,  honors  in  reading,  &c., 
scholarship,  deportment,  &c.,  &c.  This  "R.  of  H."  is  exhibited  and 
explained  to  parents  and  strangers  wlio  may  visit  the  school,  and 
those  pupils  who  have  made  the  greatest  advancement,  considering 
their  natural  abilities,  nre  especially  mentioned  and  approbated  ;  this 
is  found  to  have  a  wonderful  leflex  influence  on  the  school,  which  ia 
thus  imbued  throughout  with  a  spirit  of  generous  rivalry. 

His  government  is  a  mixture  of  mildness  and  strictness,  while  he 
is  kind  to  all,  and  possesses  tiie  affections  of  his  pupils,  yet  his  discip- 
line is  firm,  and  enforces  the  most  perfect  obedience  to  his  regulations; 
I  know  not  how  this  plan  might  succeed  elsewhere  or  in  otiier  hands, 
but  I  am  certain  that  in  this  place  it  is  working  out  the  most  benefi- 
cial and  satisfactory  results. 

The  common  and  higher  branche?,  as  philosophy,  algebra  and 
geometry,  also  latin  have  been  tanght  in  this  school ;  the  remaining 
schools  the  common  branches  only. 

Hickory  District ;  R.  S.  Hoppock  teacher. 

This  school  has  been  in  a  very  i)rosperous  state  during  the  whole 
year,  in  the  common  branches  and  deportment  one  of  the  be>t;  the 
larger  half  of  pupils  are  from  the  fractional  part  in  Alexandria  town- 
ship. 

Cliarlestown  District;  L.  Streeter,  teacher. 

This  school  had  been  veiy  badly  conducted  pievious  to  Mr.  S's  com- 
mencing i^,  but  since,  I  have  observed  that  the  interest  of  scholars  in 
the  studios  and  deportment,  seem  to  be  constantly  increasing,  with 
a  prospect  of  poon  becoming  one  among  the  best. 

Vansyckel  District ;  Jennie  Grofi,  teacher. 
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This  is  tiie  first  time  that  tlic  school  room  (a  rented  one),  has  been 
in  this  township;  the  smaller  nnrnber  of  pupils  are  from  Union  town- 
eliip.  The  teacher  and  pnpil-s  have  always  manifested  the  strongest 
feeling  or  regard  between  them  ;  discipline  and  improvement  very 
good. 

Monntain  District ;  Maria  Brittain,  teacher. 

At  ni3'  visits  t'o  attendance  lias  always  been  small,  and  at  the  next 
visit  nearly  a  difFtjrent  set  of  pni)ils  would  be  present,  consequently 
the  school  wonld  appear  sometimes  advancing  and  at  another  time  not 
improving.  Witli  the  regular  pupils  the  impiovetnent  has  been  very 
eatisf.cfoiy  to  parents  and  to  me,  and  I  hope  this  irregular  attendance 
may  be  removed  from  all  of  the  schools. 

South  Asbury  District;  Mary  J.  Hardy,  teacher. 

This  schciol  has  increased  on  an  average  of  60  or  TO  per  cent  from 
a  more  leguhir  daily  attendance,  and  the  scholars  have  manifested  a 
greater  interest  in  their  studies  and  deportment, 

Bloomsbury  District ;  Minta  A.  Woodruff,  tencher,  with  nn  assistant. 

This  school  is  formed  from  the  township,  and  returns  119  chihlren. 
In  the  part  from  this  township,  formerly  enipl  ying  a  male  and  a 
female  teacher,  being  unable  to  rent  a  room  as  usual,  the  old  dilapida- 
ted school  house,  wit!)  one  i-oom  only,  has  been  occupied  for  this  hirge 
number  of  children  ;  good  order  could  not  hi  expected.  I  was  surpris- 
ed to  find  so  much"aflvancen)ent  in  the  confusion. 

An  effort  was  made  last  spriiig  to  re-bui!d,  or  to  build  a  new  house, 
and  brick  could  not  be  obtained  in  time,  and  it  failed.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  we  may  succeed  next  yeiir  in  building  a  house  with  the  modern 
improvements,  and  put  this  school  in  a  flourishing  state.  The  material 
is  here  for  a  high  school  if  it  could  only  be  I'ightly  educated.  Tliere 
are  now  some  very  good  readers,  writers  and  spellers,  some  improve- 
ment in  geography  and  grammar.  This  school  did  flourish  once  ;  may  it 
flourish  again. 

South  Hampton  District,  has  no  house,  the  children  attend  in  tho 
adjoining  districts. 

Four  fractional  districts,  one  annexed  to  Lebanon,  one  largo  and 
one  small  one  to  Union,  and  the  other  one  is  annexed  to  one  in  Frank- 
lin township,  Warren  county. 

JOHN  D.  McMURPHY, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LEBANON. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  say  that  I  think  there  has  been  some  im- 
provement in  our  schools  during  tire  past  year,  at  least  so  far  as 
respects  teachers. 

You  ask  for  mj'  opinion  as  to  the  wants  of  our  public  school  sys- 
tem. I  do  not  know  that  1  am  prepared  to  suggest  anything  on  that 
Bubject  at  present.  Perhaps  there  is  as  much  room  for  improvement 
in  carrying  out  the  present  system  as  for  improvement  in  the  system 
itself.     It  strikes  me  that  one  of  the  greatest  deficiencies  is  in  the 
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grade  of  teachers  eraplojed  ;  and  perhaps  this  cannot  be  overcome 
until  the  comrannity  can  be  prevailed  on  to  spend  a  little  more  of 
their  means  for  tlie  education  of  their  children.  In  many  districts  an 
effort  is  made  to  hire  :i  teacher  for  about  the  amount  of  the  public 
money,  regardless  of  his  qualiHcations ;  and  notwithstanding  the 
efforts  of  the  superintendents  and  other  officers,  not  only  is  the  money 
lost,  but  the  still  more  precious  time  of  our  youth. 

The  twelfth  question,  second  series,  h:irdly  admits  of  a  direct 
answer  in  our  case,  as  some  of  the  schools  are  kept  free  as  long  as  the 
public  money  lasts,  after  which  tlio  empluyers  pay  full  tui'ion  fees 
Others  are  kept  partly  on  tlie  public  money,  the  balauce  being  col- 
lected from  the  emnloyers,  &c. 

ELEAZAR  SMITH, 

Town  Superintendent. 


LAilBEETVILLE. 

Have  one  public  school,  v/ith  a  principal  and  five  assistant  teach- 
ers, which  is  open  fjur  full  terms  during  the  year,  wiiere  the  major- 
ity of  the  children  in  the  town  attend  school.  Have  a  large  and  well- 
adapted  school  building,  with  ample  play  grounds,  in  a  reserve  part  of 
the  town.  J.  M.  Robinson,  our  principal  for  many  years  past,  still 
remains  in  charge,  with  his  salary  increa'=ed  to  $900  per  annum. 
Some  new  books  are  being  introduced  in  place  of  those  used  form- 
erly; Clark's  English  grammar  is  adopted.  An  increase  in  our  ex- 
penses demands  an  increase  in  appropriation,  for  which  we  raise,  by  taXj 
in  the  town,  $800,  instead  of  $600  last  year,  to  pay  outstanding 
claims,  interest  on  money  borrowed  for  building  school  house  and  in 
keeping  up  repairs.  Our  school  house,  grounds,  &c.,  cost,  about  nine 
years  ago,  some  §8,000,  which  is  now  nearly  clear  of  debt,  by  our  an- 
nual canceling.  By  tax,  $1,500  is  raised  for  the  public  school,  and 
$500  is  raised  and  appropriated  to  five  others,  minor  schools  of  a  pri- 
vate character,  not  altogether  under  control  of  the.  school  officers. 
The  attendance  on  our  school  has  been  seriously  interrupted  by  an 
epidemic  of  measles,  during  February  and  JMarch  last,  and  small  pox 
in  November  and  December,  which  will  account  for  loss  of  atttend- 
ance. 

G.  H.  LARISOK,  M.  D. 

Town  Superintendent. 


EAST  AMWELL. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  the  report  of  the  schools  of  East  Amwell,  as 
far  as  received  by  me.  Tliere  appears  to  be  a  w'ant  of  a  more  tho!Ough 
system  of  school  registers,  such  as  a  book  to  ktep  the  time  of  entering 
and  leaving,  &c.,  daily  attendance,  &c.,  &c. ;  and  these,  it  seems  to 
me,-  should  belong  to  the  district,  and  not  to  the   teachers,  as  is  now 
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the  case   in   most  schools,  and  by  them  carried  from  one  place  to 
another. 

I  tliinkit  would  be  an  advantage  to  our  school  system,  especially 
in  regard  to  obtaining  prompt  an.i  correct  reports  from  all  the  schools, 
to  require  the  district,  tiustees  to  see  that  their  leachers  prepare  and 
forward  to  the  town  superintendent,  on  or  before  the  first  of  Decem- 
ber of  each  year,  a  true  c^py  of  the  school  register,  under  the  penalty 
of  tfie  forfeiture  of  a  portion  of  the  funds  :ip;)ropriated  to  their  schools. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  vour  consideration. 

AVM.  H.  POTMAN, 

Town  Su;perintendcnt~ 


KIXGWOOD. 

In  your  circular  of  Nov.,  18^14,  among  other  thiogs,  you  desire  a 
brief  report,  embracing  what  is  believed  to  be  the  wants  of  our  public 
school  system.  I  do  not  protend  to  an  accurate  knowledge  of  this 
matter,  yet,  at  your  suggestion,  I  will  drop  an  idea  or  two  upon  it. 
Though  the  generality  of  our  schools  are  in  tolerable  condition,  yet 
there  is  evidently  a  want  of  interest  in  them  by  the  supporters  of 
them — parents  of  children,  guardian?,  &c..  This  is  manifest  by  an 
indifference — in  some  cases  at  least — in  obtaining  and  employing 
teachers  well  qualilied  ;  and  secondly,  in  not  visiting  the  schools,  as 
is  desirable,  and  would  be  beneficial.  This,  however,  may  not  be  ex- 
actly a  defect  in  our  school  system.  It  is  true  town  superintendents 
have  an  important  part  in  the  matfer  of  seeing  that  teachers  are  well 
qualilied  ;  but  this  is  not  enough.  Unless  employers  of  teachers  sus- 
tain them  (superintendents),  their  efforts  alone  will  not  secure  good 
teachers.  And  if  paren's  and  guardians  would  make  it  their  business 
to  visit  their  schools,  in  connection  with  the  town  superintendent,  it 
would  be  a  stimulus  to  the  children,  and  an  encouragement  to  the 
teachers. 

I  have  given  answers  to  tl;e  questions  in  your  circular  as  accurately 
as  pos-ille,  and  I  hope  satisfactorily.  I  have  received  this  year 
$218  69  from  the  the  State,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  payment  of 
teachers' wages.  Tlio  school-houses  (9  in  number)  are  in  tolerably 
good  condition,  and  the  character  of  the  schools  and  teachers  good 
and  efficient.     No  money  raised  by  tax. 

GEORGE  D.  CONKLIN, 

Town  Sujjerintcndent.. 


RARITAN. 

In  addition  to  the  report  contained  in  the  series  of  questions  Nos.- 
1  and  2,  I  have  simply  to  say  that  the  great  want  of  our  public  school 
system  is  money.  The  schools  hero  h.ave  no  support — nothing  on 
•whicii  to  re'y,  except  the  precarious  aid  of  tuition  fees.  The  schools 
are  not  self-sustaining,  nor  can  they  prosper  without  help  froua  somo 
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source.  In  the  train  of  this  great  evil  almost  all  other  evils  follow. 
The  schools  are  small ;  the  teachers  fail  in  energy  ;  tlie  pupils  in  in- 
terest ;  visitation  is  neglected  ;  faulty  text  books  remain  unexchanged ; 
maps  and  charts  cannot  be  bought;  even  good  black-boards  are  out  of 
the  question  ;  fuel  has  to  be  furnislied  by  subscription  in  many  cases, 
and  repairs  or  improvements  in  the  houses  are  matters  lor  future 
consideration. 

Many,  if  not  all  of  these  evils  might  be  essentiall}'-  modified,  if  not 
entirely  eradicated  by  the  sin)[)le  expedient  of  raioing  a  liberal  amount 
of  school  money  at  the  tov^n  meeting.  Money  is  given  i'ov  roads ^ 
high  bounties  are  raised  f»r  volunteers;  the  poor  get  thfir  share; 
cveiything  is  remembered  l)ut  sc/moIs,  yet  tliey  aie  "tbrgotten.  The 
fault  is  with  the  people — the  masses.  Thev  must  in  some  way  bo 
educated  to  the  duty  of  fnrnibhing  rnenns,  without  which  there  never 
can  be  a  school  sy.-tem  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  rising  generation. 

We  have  received  and  distributed  the  cojiies  which  have  been  sent 
us  of  Guyot's  large  geological  map  of  the  United  States.  We  have 
one  for  each  school  district.  The  work  will  be  of  incalculable  value 
to  the  schools. 

With  the  hope  that  these  few  remarks,  in  addition  to  the  answers 
to  your  questions,  may  suffice  to  nuike  you  awaie  of  the  unfortimato 
condition  in  which  we  are  placed  by  the  netjlcct  or  the  forgetftdness 
of  the  people  at  town  mfietiugs,  in  regard  tn  our  public  schools. 

A.  RITTENHOUSE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


READINGTON". 

The  whole  number  of  children  in  the  township  of  Readington,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  ei.htecn  years,  capable  of  attending  school, 
is  nine  hundred  and  two.  Of  this  number  fifty  have  attended  regu- 
larly during  the  year ;  ninety  have  attended  over  nine  months,  but 
less  than  twelve;  one  hundred  and  seventy  over  six  months,  but  less 
than  nine  ;  two  hundred  and  forty,  three  mo:iths,  but  less  than  six  ; 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty  a  less  period  than  three  months. 

The  whole  amount  of  money  received  for  school  yurposes  during 
the  year  is  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ibrty-four  dollars  and 
seventy  cents,  of  which  three  hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  seventy 
cents  is  from  the  State  fund,  and  onj  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
four  dollars  surplus  revenue  and  tovvnship  tax. 

I  have  in  fornier  reports  spoken  of  some  of  the  wants  of  our  public 
schools, and  have  nr^'cd  upon  the  p'Ojde  of  the  township  the  impor- 
tance of  giving  the  subji^ct  that  consideration  to  which  it  is  entitled; 
and  although  our  system  of  education  is  still  not  in  all  respects  what 
it  shouM  be,  yet  thero  is  a  gradual  improvement,  and  our  schools 
will  hear  a  favorable  comparison  with  those  of  any  other  section  of 
the  State. 

R.  S.  SWACKIIAMER. 

Town  Sup^erintmdent. 
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WEST   AMWELL. 

Herewith  I  transmit  ir.y  answers  to  yonr  second  series  of  questions, 
as  correctly  as  I  am  able  undur  the  circumstances.  In  answer  to  the- 
fifteenth  question  in  your  circulir,  there  might  be  many  recommen- 
dations, of  which  I  will  only  ^ive  a  few  : 

1st.  The  art  of  knowinsi;  how  to  teach — for  son:e  teachers  appear  to 
be  qualified  for  their  station,  but  upon  examination  do  not  possess  th© 
practical  part  of  teachin<^,  which  is  of  vital  importance  to  the  pupil. 

2d.  The  class  of  female  teachers,  which  have  been  employed  in  soma 
districts,  fail  of  a  proper  education  for  teaching,  and  generally  have 
failed  in  a  proper  control  of  their  scholars,  to  render  the  school  what 
it  would  have  been  under  other  circumstances  ;  and  this  is  partly  to  be 
attributed  to  parents  and  guardians,  who  seem  to  have  forgotten  the 
good  advice  of  "  training  up  a  chdd  in  the  way  he  should  g  >.  " 

3d.  I  think  my  experience  in  teaching  has  brought  me  to  this  con- 
clusion (at  least  something  has),  that  if  the  teachers,  and  superintend- 
ent, and  j>arents  of  each  township,  were  to  hold  a  celebration  (or  call 
it  some  other  name)  at  the  close  of  each  term  and  become  familiar 
with  tde  "modus  operandi''  of  each  others'  teaching,  and  teach  each 
other,  much  good  would  result  from  it.  I  have  often  visited  schools 
and  been  greatly  benefited  by  seeing  the  mode  of  teaching  one  branch 
there,  while  some  otlKT  parts  of  the  school  I  considered  much  inferior 
in  the  art  of  teaching.  I  have  long  be  n  convinced  that  some  plan  of 
this  kind  would  prove  highly  beneticial,  if  the  attendance  of  the  teach- 
ers could  be  made  certain,  and  that,  I  think,  could  be  done  if  the  su- 
perintendent of  each  township  l.ad  the  privilege  of  calling  all  the 
teachers  to  one  place  for  exaiuinalion,  and  granting  them  a  license  at 
such  time  and  place,i:istead  of  doing  it  within  the  district,  as  at  present. 
1  hope  my  rough  suggestion  will  cause  you  to  think  of  this  matter, 
and  form  some  sucli  plan  for  licensing  teachei's,  compelling  their  at- 
tendance for  at  least  a  day  or  two  at  the  same  time. 

I'he  sciiool  hou-es  are  goo;l  in  our  township,  except  one,  and  that  is 
scai'cely  a  shelter,  aitJKMigh  school  has  been  kept  in  it  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  but  it  is  uniic  for  use  in  the  winter. 

Trusting,  however,  that  yonr  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  schools,  and 
the  progress  in  teaching,  and  the  mode  of  benefitting  the  teacher,  may 
be  crowned  with  success,  1  shall  cheerfully  submit,  and  reniain,  j'ours. 

N.  V.  YOUNG, 
Town  Sujyeiinlendent. 


MORRIS  COUNTY. 

CHATHAM. 


The  condition  of  oar  public  school  buildings  is  the  same  as  when 
last  reported,  all  good  with  but  one  exception.      Visits,  or  even  short 
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calls,  on  the  part  of  parents  and  trustees,  are  made  almost  aa  eeldom 
as  in  years  past;  and  altbongh  some  inquiries  are  made  now  and  then 
as  to  the  character  of  the  teacher,  and  the  improvement  of  the  pupils, 
yet  most  parents  act  as  if  the  education  of  their  children  was  a  mat- 
ter of  secondary  importance,  to  be  left  in  other  hands  altogether,  their 
business  being  too  urgent  to  allow  of  their  spending  even  one  short 
hour  in  each  quarter  in  the  school  room  to  judge  for  themselves.  In 
some  districts,  where  real  live,  successful  teachers  have  been  emplyed, 
and  retained  from  year  to  3  ear,  the  progress  has  been  very  satisfactory, 
■while  in  others,  owing  to  a  frequent  change  of  teachers,  and  the  irre- 
gular attendance  of  the  pupils,  there  lias  been  very  little,  if  any  im- 
provement;  consequently,  tlie  time  of  the  children  in  such  districta 
has  been  lost,  and  tlie  "  public  monej"  expended  in  vain.  But  not- 
withstanding the  indifference  of  the  many,  yet  honorable  mention 
should  beraadeof  tliey^wj  (and  this  number  is  certainly  increasing),who 
are  thoroughly  interested,  and  are  acting  on  the  princi[jle  that  "  a  good 
education  is  a  fortune  which  a  child  ca-i  never  spend  and  parents  can 
generally  bestow." 

S.  H.  WARD, 

Town  Superintendent. 


0HE8TER. 


I  forward  with  this,  questions  No.  2,  and  answers  approximate 
to  them.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  for  the  town  superintendent  to 
answer  them  with  strict  accuracy.  Scliools  have  been  open  during 
part  of  the  year  in  all  of  our  districts.  The  teachers  liave  discharged 
their  duties  with  tolerable  fidelity,  but  I  regret  that  trustees  are  not 
always  as  careful  in  the  selection  of  teachers  as  they  should  be. 

The  school  houses  of  this  district  are  very  poor,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception, unfit  for  use  in  the  winter.  This  is  to  be  regretted  as  some 
scholars  are  not  able  to  attend  school,  except  during  these  months. 

The  districts  do  not  show  that  willingness  to  furnish  good  houses, 
which  the  emergency  demands.  This  difiiculty,  however,  I  hope  will 
be  removed  when  public  tranquility  shall  again  be  restored. 

JAMES  F.  BREWSTER, 

Town  Suj)eri7itendent. 


HANOVEB. 

It  will  not  be  necessary,  when  you  look  at  our  statistical  report,  for 
me  to  say  to  yo;i,  that  there  is  not  yet  a  sufficient  degree  of  interest 
manifested  in  the  cause  of  public  schools.  The  average  salary  of  our 
teachers  is  not  quite  three  hundred  dollars,  which  is  a  small  allowance 
in  such  times  as  these. 

i'TThe  attendance  in  many  schools  is  very  irregular  showing  that  the 
opportunities  afforded  are  not  valued  by  tlie  parents.  Several  of  our 
school  houses  are  poor ;   and  in  one  district  there  is  no  school  house  ; 
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and  we  arc  obliged  to  occupy  very  close  qnarters  in  an  old  dwelling. 
Parents  seldom  visit  the  schools,  and  in  many  schools  the  trustees  are 
strangers. 

Tlie  present  school  law  is  very  defective  ;  each  township  has  its  own 
system;  one  raises  by  tax  all  that  the  law  allows,  and  thus  is  able  to 
give  its  teachers  an  ample  6alar3\  Another  raises  but  little,  and  is  not 
able  to  give  a  fair  compensation  to  the  teachers  employed,  without  a 
heavy  tax  on  the  few  who  are  personally  interested.  Tiie  best  reme- 
dy for  the  evils  of  our  present  system,  will  be  found  in  a  new  school 
law,  which  shall  make  all  our  schools  free,  and  place  them  all  on  an 
equal  footing. 

JOHN  C.  HANCOCK, 

Tmjyn  Superintendent. 


MERDIIAM. 


I  herewith  transmit  to  you  my  report  of  the  conditions  of  schools 
in  Mendham  township.  I,  having  been  chosen  to  the  office  of  super- 
intendent last  Spring,  of  course,  know  nothing  about  the  condition  of 
tiie  schools  during  the  last  winter;  consequently,  my  report  is  not  as 
complete  as  I  should  have  made  it,  had  I  been  able  to  procure  reports 
from  the  teachers  who  had  charge  of  the  schools  during  that  time. 
Onr  echools  are  all  in  good  condition,  and  are  now  under  the  charge 
of  thoroughly  competent  teachers,  I  believe,  without  exception.  The 
children  in  some  of  the  districts  have  iiot  attended  as  regularly  as 
they  ongiit  to  have  done,  and  here,  I  think,  parents  are  sei'ionsly  at 
fault,  for  not  trying  to  remedy  this  great  evil  of  irregular  attendance. 
It  is  certainly  quite  time  that  parents  awoke  to  the  conviction  that 
children  must  attend  school  regularly,  every  day  if  possible,  in  order 
to  be  successful  in  their  studies  ;  and  not  only  should  they  see  to  it 
that  their  children  are  regular  in  their  attendance,  but  they  should 
themselves  be  regular  visitors  at  the  schools.  It  is  a  source  of  encour- 
agement to  both  teacher  and  pupil  to  have  parents  manifest  an  inter- 
est in  tlie  welfare  of  the  school.  Onr  school  houses  are  xqyj  good 
with  one  or  two  exceptions.  In  district  No.  1,  Mendham  viliao-e, 
the  house  is  not  exactly  what  it  should  be,  but  it  is  better  than  the 
one  in  district  No.  2,  which  is  fit  to  teach  in  only  in  summer,  and 
then,  I  have  been  told,  only  in  dry  weather.  This  is  not  as  it  should 
be.  There  is  wealth  enough  in  that  district  and  should  be  pub- 
lic spirit  enough  to  build  a  house  that  would  be  an  ornament  to  the 
place.  In  one  other  respect  I  think  we  are  behind  the  age  in  regard 
to  our  school  system  in  this  township,  and  that  is  in  not  raising  money 
enough  by  tax  to  have  onr  schools  free.  Tiiey  do  it  in  some  of  the 
townships  around  us,  and  I  know  from  experience  (having  taught  in 
one  of  them  myself)  that  the  schools  are  the  better  for  it.  We  now 
raise  $500  by  tax,  $1,000  by  tax  together  with  what  we  receive 
from  other  sources,  would  make  them  nearly,  if  not  quite  free.     But 
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this  18  an  age  of  improveinent,  and  it  is  to  be  lioped  that  the  people  of 
Mendhain  township  will  8oon  arrive  at  the  coiiclnsion  that  a  system 
of  free  schools  is  decidedly  the  best. 

.  C.  J.  BURGET, 

Tenon  SuperiniendenL 


MIDDLESEX  COUNTY. 


EAST   BRUNSWICK. 


Herewifli  I  return  yon  tiie  circular  as  requested.  In  regard  to  our 
school  districts,  numbering  nine,  and  our  buildings  only  six,  perhaps 
requires  some  explanation. 

Our  townsl)ip  was  made  some  five  years  ago,  and  of  parts  of  two 
townships,  and  a  number  of  the  districts  were  incorporated  so  that 
we  could  not  make  any  alterations  in  them.  It  being  desir:ible  to 
alter  some  of  them,  especially  tho-e  that  laid  partially  within  the 
bounds  of  other  townships,  we  had  a  la^v  parsed  this  last  winter  for 
our  townshi|),  aboli-hing  all  district-,  incorporated  districts,  and  part3 
of  districts  lying  Avithin  the  bounds  of  the  township — see  laws  of  1804 
Chapter  ccxli,  ])age  3G5,  sec,  10.  Under  the  provisions  of  that  law, 
we  have  re-districted  the  township  in  ^{we  school  districts,  all  lying 
within  the  bounds  of  our  township.  One  of  the  new  districts  is 
about  buildit)g  a  new  scliool  house,  and  have  voted  some  $600,  I  be- 
leive,  for  the  purpose.  The  other  two  will  do  so,  I  suppose,  in  the 
spring. 

In  re-districting  the  districts,  one  of  the  old  districts  was  divided 
BO  as  to  leave  two  of  the  trustees  outside  of  the  bounds  of  said  dis- 
trict. They  claim  still  to  be  trustees  in  the  old  district ;  I  claim  not, 
and  that  their  (-ffice  is  vacant.     What  is  >  our  opinion  ? 

Another  new  district  I  understand  (not  officially)  did  not  elect  trus- 
tees on  the  day  named.  "What  is  to  be  done  in  that  case?  Please  let 
me  liear  from  you  soon. 

WM.  A.  APPLEBY, 

Towji  S'U])enntendent. 


MONKOE. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  no  important  changes  have  taken  place 
in  the  various  schools  of  Monroe  township.  Tlie  teachers  generally 
are  well  qualified  to  instruct,  each  having  received  a  license,  from  the 
superintendent.  It  has  been  the  practice  Avith  a  number  of  the  in- 
structors, to  send  me  a  written  invitation  to  visit  their  schools  at  the 
expiration  of  their  term,  and  also  to  invite  the  trustees  and  parents 
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generally  to  attend  the  examination,  and  not  unfrequently  has  this 
course  proved  very  beneficial  to  children,  and  satisfactory  to  parents, 
and  I  may  also  add  pleasing  to  tlie  teacher.  But  I  am  sorry  to  state, 
that  this  is  not  the  case,  with  all  of  our  schools.  There  has  been 
Borae  improvement  during  the  present  year,  in  re-modeling  school 
rooms,  especially  in  district  No.  2,  and  praise  is  due  to  both  teacher 
and  employers,  yet,  there  is  room  for  improvement  in  others. 

There  seems  to  be  the  usual  interest  manifested  by  the  inhabitants 
of  this  township  for  the  cause  of  education,  as  they  agreed  to  raise  for 
schools  the  sum  of  $2,000.00  at  our  last  annual  town  meeting,  not- 
withstanding the  taxes  bear  heavily  upon  them.  The  majority  of  our 
schools  arc  taught  four  quarters  per  year,  of  QQ  days  per  quarter. 
The  number  of  children,  as  reported  to  me  by  the  various  trustees, 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen,  is  eleven  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  1121. 

Money  raised  by  township,  and  appropriated  to  schools, $2000  00 

State   Fund 436  38 

Interest  on  Surplus  Revenue 66  55 

$2,502  93 
JAMES  lYES, 

Town  Sicperintendent. 


NOETH   BRUNSWICK. 

I  herewith  submit  my  report  of  schools  in  the  township  of  North 
Brunswick.  As  a  general  thing  I  have  found  the  teachers  efficient  and 
zealous,  and  the  children  have  made  advancement  in  their  studies. 
The  great  want  of  our  public  schools  in  my  opinion  is,  to  get  the  peo- 
ople  educated  into  the  importance  of  having  the  children  constantly 
attend  the  schools,  or  in  other  words  to  raise  money  enough  to  keep  the 
Echools  going  all  the  year.  I  have  wished  that  our  legislature  would 
so  alter  the  school  law  as  to  make  it  obligatory  on  the  inhabitants  at 
their  annual  town  meetings,  to  raise  not  less  than  three  dollars  per  child, 
and  give  all  school  districts,  whether  incorporated,  or  not,  the  privil- 
ege to  raise  by  tax  in  their  districts,  enough  money  to  keep  the  schools 
in  session  all  the  year  round.  I  think  with  these  amendments  the 
schools  would  be  much  more  efficient. 

J.  C.  EDMONDS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PISCATAWAY. 

I  herewith  forward  you  the  annual  statistical  report  of  common 
schools  in  this  township.  It  is  as  perfect  as  I  can  make  it  from 
the  reports  of  teachers.  Our  schools  are  all  supplied  with  teachers  ; 
none  of  them  inexperienced  in  teaching ;  four  of  them  may  just- 
ly be  ranked  ^sjlrst  class  teachers  ;  three  are  from  the  Normal  school, 
10 
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though  one  of  these  left,  quite  to  our  regret,  after  teaching  about 
nine  weeks.  The  schools  are  all  in  a  prosperous  condition,  though 
some  of  them  less  so  than  the  others.  Among  the  new  text  books 
being  introduced  is  the  "  Guide  to  the  Scientific  knowledge  of  things 
familiar."  To  supply  the  list  of  teachers'  institutes,  I  would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  making  it  a  part  of  the  duty  of  a  township  superin- 
tendent to  hold  such  institutes,  for  the  benefit  of  teachers  in  his  ju- 
risdiction, and  that  he  have  authority  to  fix  a  time  and  require  the  at- 
tendence  of  the  teachers.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

L.  C.  ROGERS, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PEETH  AMBOY. 

Enclosed  please  find  report  as  per  series  of  questions  No.  2.  The 
principal  wants  of  the  public  schools  in  this  city  are  better  buildings 
and  more  teachers.  My  view  of  the  public  school  system  is  that  an 
expenditure  of  50  per  cent  more  money,  would  make  the  public 
schools  the  best  in  the  community,  thereby  saving  to  the  wealthy 
who  pay  the  tax,  a  heavy  outlay  for  private  schools,  and  at  the  same 
time  giving  their  children  the  benefit  of  a  better  school  system  than 
is  generally  attained  on  the  private  school  plan. 

EDWARD  J.  HALL, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SOUTH  BRUNSWICK. 

In  com{liance  with  the  law  that  governs  public  schools,  I  trans- 
mit to  you  my  annual  report  of  the  schools  of  this  township. 

I  have  filled  up  the  series  Nos.  1  and  2  you  sent  me,  with  as  much 
accuracy  as  circumstances  would  admit,  giving  you  the  number  of 
schools  in  our  township  that  have  been  kept  open  during  the  present 
year ;  also,  the  amount  of  money  to  be  appropriated  to  them  from  state 
and  township,  and  the  number  of  scholars  entitled  by  law  to  receive 
an  apportionment  of  the  same.  The  schools,  I  believe,  are  all  progress- 
ing as  well  as  can  be  expected  ;  they  have  faithful  teachers,  as  a  gen- 
eral thing,  teachers  who  devote  their  time  and  talents  exclusively  to 
the  charge  committed  to  them.  In  relation  to  suggesting  improve- 
ments to  the  law,  it  has  been  done  for  many  years,  and  all  without 
effect,  consequently  there  is  no  use  in  superintendents  spending  time 
or  talents  even  in  memorializing  the  legislature  of  New  Jersey,  when 
they  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  every  thing  that  is  presented  to  them  in  behalf 
of  education.  If  the  legislature  would  stop,  think  and  act  on  the 
subject  of  our  public  schools,  and  give  us  more  money,  so  that  our 
schools  could  be  entirely  free,  much  greater  light  would  be  dissemina- 
ted to  the  present  and  rising  generation. 

^  J.  J.  BULKELEY, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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8POT8WOOD. 

In  making  my  report,  I  cannot  do  it  as  well  as  I  would  like,  for  the 
■reason,  that  over  three  (3)  new  districts  have  not  obtained,  as  yet, 
school  rooms  ;  therefore  no  schools  have  been  opened  in  the  dis- 
tricts, and  no  reports  have  been  made  to  me. 

I  think  our  school  system  could  be  very  much  improved.  In  the 
first  place,  let  the  state,  or  counties,  raise  all  the  monies  now  ;  raised 
by  townships  for  school  purposes,  in  the  same  manner  that  the  state 
and  county  monies  are  now  raised.  Then  do  away  with  the  office  of 
town  superintendent,  and  elect  county  superintendent  in  the  same 
manner,  and  at  the  same  time  we  elect  county  clerks.  With  a  fair 
compensation;  say  five  (5)  dollars  per  day  for  every  day  they  may  be  on 
duty ;  also  redistrict  tiie  counties  into  suitable  districts,  and  compel 
every  district  to  furnish,  by  tax,  or  some  other  way,  a  good  and  suita- 
ble school-room,  and  keep  the  same  in  good  repair,  or  forfeit  their  pro- 
portion of  the  school  money.  Another  iin{)rovement  is  for  the  State 
to  establish  by  law  a  regular  series  of  school  books,  and  compel  every 
district  to  use  them  and  no  others.  To  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public 
money. 

I  have  given  you  simply  a  few  of  my  ideas.  This  is  my  fourth 
year  as  superintendent,  and  I  have  looked  into  our  school  system  not 
a  little,  and  I  think  the  ideas  I  have  thrown  out,  if  they  could  be  car- 
.ried  into  effect,  would  be  of  great  advantatje  to  our  public  schools. 

W.  H.  APPLEBY, 

Town  Suj)erintendent. 

WOODBRIDGB. 

I  herewith,  in  compliance  with  the  law,  transmit  my  third  annual 
report,  upon  the  condition  of  the  public  schools  in  the  township  of 
W oodbridge.  Series  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  I  have  answered,  will  furn- 
nish  you  with  nearly  all  the  information  required.  Our  schools  have 
all  been  kept  open  for  the  year  except  two,  which  were  closed  for 
about  four  months  in  the  winter.  It  is  necessary  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts, owing  to  the  increased  wages  of  teachers,  to  raise  by  special 
tax,  assessment,  or  by  subscription,  a  certain  amount  of  money  for 
school  purposes.  The  schools  of  the  township  are  generally  well  con- 
ducted, a  majority  of  them  are  under  the  management  of  experienced 
teachers.  Three  are  taught  by  males,  and  eleven  by  females  with 
two  assistant  female  teachers.  We  have  in  addition  to  the  puWic 
schools,  three  private  one?.  I  received  from  the  county  clerk,  four- 
teen of  Guyot's  maps  of  the  United  States  (furnished  by  the  state), 
and  delivered  one  to  each  school  in  the  township.  The  number  of 
children  in  the  township  between  the  ages  of  5,  and  18,  is  1118.  The 
number  attending  public  schools,  550.  The  amount  of  money  raised 
by  the  township,  $2  per  scholar,  making  $2,336  ;  amount'received 
from  the  state  $437.54  ;  interest  from  surplus  revenue  $116.72  ;  inter- 
est from  township  fund  $280  ;  special  tax  $400 ;  sum  total,  $3,570.26. 

LUTHER  J.  TAPPEN, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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MERCER  COUNTY. 

EWING. 

In  reference  to  the  condition  of  our  schools,  I  am  happy  to  say  that 
they  show  much  improvement.  The  average  daily  attendance  r» 
much  larger  than  almost  any  previous  year.  The  rooms  with  but  one 
exception,  are  sufficiently  large,  with  suitable  furniture  to  make  them 
comfortable.  The  people  of  this  township  have  shown  their  zeal  for 
the  cause  of  education,  by  having  for  several  years  past  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  trustees  and  employees  of  the  several  school  districts,  the 
highest  amount  allowed  by  law  per  scholar,  in  addition  to  the  amount 
received  from  the  state  school  fund,  which  has  not  only  enabled  them 
to  secure  the  services  of  teachers  of  high  moral  and  educational  quali- 
fications, but  remunerate  them  satisfactorily,  and  retain  them  much 
longer  than  they  could  have  done  under  other  circumstances,  and 
finally,  a  school  doubtless  is  what  its  trustees  and  employers  mak& 
it  to  be. 

JAS.  A.  HENDRICKSOK 

Town  /Suj)eriniendent, 

EAST   WmDSOR. 

This  township  is  composed  of  four  whole  districts,  and  four  parts; 
taken  from  Middlesex,  East  "Windsor,  "Washington  and  Lawrence 
Townships.  We  have  excellent  school-houses,  and  a  corps  of  teachers 
among  us  not  easily  surpassed,  with  attainments  requisite  for  all  the 
demands  of  an  ordinary  education.  An  increased  interest  is  manifes- 
ted both  by  parents  and  children.  Among  several  districts  for  supe- 
rior excellence  in  scholarship.  I  regret  much  the  manner  in  which  I 
receive  the  public  money ;  the  teachers'  money  should  be  at  his  com- 
mand as  soon  as  his  term  is  finished  ;  but  they  have  to  wait  a  long 
time  before  they  can  receive  it,  as  no  money  comes  into  the  hands  of 
the  collector  before  the  taxes  are  paid,  which  is  the  last  of  December, 
except  what  little  we  receive  from  the  state  appropriation,  which  i& 
semi-yearly,  and  often  the  interest  on  the  surplus  revenue  is  not  re- 
ceived at  all.  I  think  that  the  evil  should  be  remedied.  I  think  the 
state  superintendent  should  furnish  blanks  at  the  expense  of  the  state 
to  be  distributed  to  the  township  superintendents,  and  by  them  distrib- 
uted to  the  teachers  at  the  commencement  of  each  term,  wliich  would 
enable  the  reports  of  superintendents  to  be  made  ont  more  correctly^ 
so  as  to  furnish  all  the  necessary  information.  As  it  now  stands  a  few 
of  the  districts  send  reports,  and  the  remainder  has  to  be  guessed  at. 

SAMUEL  FISHER. 

Town  Superintendent. 
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LA.WEENCEVILLB;. 

The  schools  of  the  township  of  Lawrence  are  ia  a  good  condition. 
The  average  attendance  during  the  year  has  been  good.  The  teach- 
ers complain,  however,  that  many  of  their  scholars  lose  time  by  being 
absent  on  small  pretexts.  The  absence  of  a  scholar  for  one  day  in  a 
week  interferes  with  progress.  If  it  amounts  to  two  days  in  a  week  it 
is  still  worse.  This  is  an  evil.  It  is  beyond  the  teachers  control. 
Parents  should  see  to  it,  when  their  children  attend  school,  that  they 
attend  regularly,  otherwise,  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  make  satisfac- 
tory progress. 

Prof.  Guyot's  map  of  the  United  States,  so  admirably  executed, 
has  added  very  much  to  the  interest  in  the  study  of  geography.  The 
geography  of  our  country  was  never  more  a  matter  of  interest  than  at 
the  present  time.  This  excellent  map  comes  into  our  schools  there- 
fore most  opportunel}'.  No  man  has  laid  the  country  under  greater 
obligations  by  his  researches  in  the  department  of  physical  geography 
than  Prof,  Guyot.  The  study  of  geography,  and  especially  that  of  our 
own  country  needed  this  stimulus,  in  our  public  schools.  The  answer 
to  the  circular  has  been  forwarded. 

S.  M.  HAMILL, 
Town  Superintendent. 


PKINCETON, 

An  attack  of  sickness  under  which  I  am  still  suffering,  must  be  my 
apology  for  the  lateness  and  brevity  of  this  report. 

The  schools  are  generally  in  a  flourishing  condition,  though  there 
has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  numbers  in  attendance.  The  salaries  of 
all  the  teachers  have  been  slightly  raised,  and  this  has  been  accom- 
plished in  one  district  by  employing  only  one  instead  of  two  teachers. 

You  have  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  and  prosperity  of  the  pub- 
lic school  system  under  your   superintendence. 

G.  MUSGRAYE  GIGER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


TEENTON. 

Kot  having  seen  any  report  of  the  schools  of  Trenton  for  several 
years  past,  I  thought  it  might  be  of  some  interest  to  you,  and  to  the 
friends  of  education  throughout  the  state,  to  know  what  has  been 
done,  and  is  doing,  in  the  schools  of  the  state  capital. 

In  the  summer  of  1861  the  trustees  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city 
of  Trenton,  convinced  that  the  schools  needed  a  more  thorough  super- 
vision than  they  were  able  to  exercise,  resolved  to  appoint  two  prin- 
cipals, one  in  the  northern,  and  the  other  in  the  southern  section  of 
the  city,  who,  in  addition  to  teaching  the  most  advanced  pupils,  should 
^supervise  all  the  schools  of  their  respective  sections. 
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Although  this  plan  did  much  to  improve  the  condition  of  the 
schools,  it  was  still,  in  some  respects,  objectionable. 

The  board  of  trustees  soon  became  convinced  that  the  schools  would 
be  more  efficiently  conducted  nnder  the  supervision  of  one  principal^ 
who  should  devote  his  whole  time  to  the  direction  and  management 
thereof.  To  eifect  this,  as  well  as  several  other  desirable  changes,  the 
board  presented  to  the  legislature,  during  its  sitting  in  1863,  a  bill' 
proposing  some  changes  in  the  school  law.  This  bill,  on  account  of 
certain  alleged  objectionable  features,  was  not  suffered  to  pass.  These 
features  having  been  expunged  from  tlie  bill,  it  was  again  presented  to 
the  legislature  of  1864,  but  without  success. 

The  board  then  determined  to  do  what  they  could  to  improve  the 
schools  under  the  existing  law,  and  after  manure  deliberation  resolved' 
to  abandon  the  system  of  two  principals  and  to  appoint  one.  Accord- 
ingly, in  the  month  of  June,  1864,  Joseph  Koney  was  elected  princi- 
pal of  all  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  Trenton. 

The  board  also  adopted  a  set  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  schools,  two  prominent  features  of  which  were  the  classi- 
fication of  the  schools  and  the  grading  of  salaries  according  to  the 
grade  of  school. 

The  schools  were  divided,  according  to  the  course  of  studies  pur- 
sued, into  three  departments,  primary,  intermediate,  and  grammar; 
the  primary  and  grammar  departments  consisting  of  two  grades  each, 
and  intermediate  of  one. 

There  are  empLiyed  at  present  twenty-eight  teachers,  twenty-three 
of  whom  are  females  and  five  males. 

In  the  primary  department  the  number  of  pupils  on  roll  is  902, 
with  a  daily  average  attendance  of  749.  In  the  intermediate  depart- 
ment the  number  on  roll  is  352,  with  a  daily  average  of  308  ;  and  in 
the  grammar  department  the  number  on  roll  is  230,  with  a  daily 
average  of  291. 

The  total  number  on  roll  is  1.584,  with  a  daily  average  attendance 
of  1,348.  ^  ;  J  ^ 

Thei  e  are  belonging  to  the  city  six  school  edifices,  containing  in  all' 
twenty-five  rooms.  Two  other  building?;,  containing  three  rooms,  are 
temporarily  occupied  for  school  purposes.  Preliminary  steps  are 
being  taken  for  the  erection  of  two  additional  school  edifices.  The 
schools  are  kept  open  44  weeks  each  year.  The  amount  of  money 
raised  by  tax  upon  the  citizens  for  school  purposes  for  the  present  year 
is  $13,000. 

The  system,  which  has  now  been  in  operation  for  several  months,  of 
conducting  the  schools  under  one  principal,  has  clearly  demonstrated 
its  superiority  to  either  of  the  preceding  ones. 

The  board  of  trustees  have  also  recently  established  two  evening 
schools,  to  be  kept  open  seven  months  in  the  year. 

The  number  of  pupils  in  attendance  is  about  150. 

JOSEPH  RONEY, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


SCHOOL    KEPORT.  151 

MONMOUTH. 

FREEHOLD. 

I  herewith  send  yon  a  report  of  the  public  schools  in  this  township, 
for  the  year  ending  December  15th,  1861^. 

School  has  been  kept  twilve  months  (allowance  being  made  for  vaca- 
tions) in  districts  l:^oi.  1,  2,  3,  4,  7  and  11 ;  nine  months  in  Ko.  5,  and 
six  ra mths  in  No.  6, 

The  whole  number  of  cliildren  in  the  township  betwean  the  ages  of 
five  and  eighteen,  as  reported  by  the  trustees  of  the  several  districts, 
is  1,184,  an  increase  of  three  over  last  year.  Of  this  number  131  are 
colored,  an  increase  of  IG  over  last  year.  There  are  eight  entire  dis- 
tricts in  this  township,  all  of  which  are  supplied  with  good,  faithful 
teachers.  This  township  also  furnishes  parts  of  four  districts  in  adjoin- 
ing town>;hips.  The  State,  county  and  township  money,  which  will  be 
received  during  the  winter,  will  be  sufficient  to  make  all  the  districts, 
except  one,  free  for  the  time  they  usually  keep  the  schools  open. 

The  amount  of  money  paid  into  my  hands  since  the  15th  of  Decem- 
ber last  by  Wm.  J3.  Sutphin,  Esq.,  township  collector,  is : 

$25  00,  township  money,  raised  by  tax,  for  school  purposes ; 
$472.35,  State  money,  and  $30,110  county  surplus  money,  all  of 
which  has  been  appropriated  to  the  several  districts,  as  follows : 

District  No.  1 — Dutch  Lane. 

Received $289  92 

Paid  out 323  15 

Balance  overpaid $83  23 

"        due  last  year J  67  71 

Balance  now  duo $84  48 

District  No  2 — Freehold  Academy. 

Received $1,186  67 

Paid  out 1,175  07 

Balance $11  60 

"       due  last  year 55 

Balance  now  due $12  15 

District  No.  3 — Murjpheifs 

Received $445  97 

Paid  out 433  87 

Balance $12  10 

"       due  last  year 154  70 

Balance  now  due $166  80 
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District  No.  4 — LoakeraorCs. 

Eeceived ^ $256  8T 

Paid  out 291  75 


Balance  overpaid $34  88 

"        due  last  year 68 


Balance  overpaid  tiow $34  20 

District  No.  5 — Hulse^s. 

Eeceived $252  55 

Paid  out 265  44 


Balance  overpaid $12  89 

"        due  last  year 41  84 


Balance  now  dae $28  95 

District  No.  6 — Mclnteer's. 

Received $170  04 

Paid  out 143  62 


Balance $26  63 

"      due  last  year 102  28 


Balance  now  due $128  80 

District  No.  7 —  West  Freehold. 

Received $292  99 

Paid  out 273  60 


Balance $19  49 

"       overpaid  last  year 34  99 

Balance  overpaid  now $15  50 

District  No.  8 — Stone  House. 

Received $214  88 

Paid  out 188  17 


Balance $26  71 

"      due  last  year 9  92 

Balance  now  due $36  63 
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District  No.  9 — Session  House. 

Received $58  17 

Paid  out 55  00 

Balance $3  17 

"       due  last  year 1  55 

Balance  now  due $4  72 

District  No.  10— DeBow's. 

Received $20  71 

Paid  out 11  70 

Balance $9  01 

*'      due  last  year 45  13 

Balance  now  due $54  16 

District  No.  11 — AumacFs. 

Received $128  12 

Paid  out 105  00 

Balance $23  12 

"      due  last  year 2  92 

Balance  now  due $26  04 

District  No.  12 — Jfontrose. 

Received $6  02 

Paid  out 5  00 

Balance $1  02 

"      due  last  year 58 

Balance  now  due $1  60 

Fraction  over — 64  cents. 

J.  W.  BARTLESOIS^, 

Town  /Superintendent. 

HOLMDEL. 

In  making  out  my  annual  repDrt,  I  have  nothing  new  of  special 
interest  to  communicate. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  for   teachers   well   qualified   for   their 

work.  No  objections  are  made  against  raising  by  tax  for  public 
school  purposes,  the  full  anaount  allowed  by  law. 
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I  am  requested  to  state  what  I  believe  to  be  the  wants  of  our  pub- 
lic school  sj'stem.  "We  need  more  unitbnriity  in  our  text  books,  and 
a  school  register  adapted  to  our  public  school  system.  Tliere 
is  also  another  matter  worthy  of  consideration.  The  high  price  of 
board  places  our  excellent  noniial  school  out  of  the  reach  of  many 
indio;ent  young  persons,  who  would  like  to  qualify  themselves  for 
teaching.  This  disadvantage  is  not  felt  bj'  those  living  near  the  in- 
stitution. The  state  could  remove  the  disadv.mtage,  in  part,  by  buil- 
ding a  commodiuus  boarding-house  with  dormitories,  where  the  stu- 
dents could  lodge  free  of  expense,  and  mess  together;  and  thus  pro- 
cure board  at  tlie  lowest  rate.  Such  accommouations  would  place  all 
parts  of  the  state  more  nearly  on  a  level  in  regard  to  the  advantageft 
afforded  by  the  normal  Bchool. 

CHARLES  E.  WILSON, 

Town  Superintendtiit. 


HOWELL. 

There  have  been  no  changes  worthy  of  note  in  this  township  since 
my  last  report.  In  the  eleven  districts,  there  are  1033  children  be- 
tween the  ages  of  5  and  18  years — an  increase  of  25  over  last  year. 
Of  this  number,  there  are  about  170  who  have  never  been  inside  of  a 
school  house,  while  perhaps  nearly  one  half  of  the  rest  have  been  quite 
irregular  in  their  attendance.  This  fact  of  itself,  is  a  sufficient  reason 
why  a  more  rapid  progress  is  not  manifest  in  the  schools  throughout 
the  township.  In  a  government  like  ours,  where  the  power  is  vested 
in  the  people,  through  the  elective  franchisie,  intelligence  among  all 
classes,  is  of  the  first  importance  ;  and  as  regularity  of  attendance  upon 
the  schools,  is  indispensable  to  this  condition,  there  should  be  some 
Btatutary  provision  making  it  obligatory  upon  parents  to  send  their 
children  to  school  whenever  an  opjiortunity  was  afforded.  We  should 
then  soon  witness  a  degree  of  advancement  among  the  children  that 
would  not  only  be  pleasing  to  us,  but  very  advantageous  to  them. 

Another  impediment  to  rajiid  advancement  in  our  schools,  may  be 
traced  to  the  policy  adopted  in  ma-iy  instances  by  the  trustees,  cf  era- 
ploying  inexperienced  teachers.  This  is  often  done  in  oider  that  the 
schools  may  be  kept  in  operation  tor  a  longer  time — such  teachers 
working  cheaper,  of  course,  than  those  who  have  devoted  their  time 
and  talents  to  the  business  for  years.  This  I  look  upon  as  a  great  mis- 
take. A  school  properly  managed  and  instructed  for  a  single  term^ 
will  make  more  progress,  than  one  which  is  improperly  conducted 
will  in  two,  or  even  three  terms. 

Notwithstanding  these  things,  the  schools  are  gradually  advancing — 
quite  a  number  of  them  are  doing  well ;  while  the  reinainder,  owmg 
to  certain  causes — an  indifference  of  the  parents  in  relation  to  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children,  being  one  of  the  principle  ones — remain 
Bomewhat  in  the  background. 

The  education  of  tlie  rising  generation  should  demand  the  earnest 
attention    of  every  individual.      General    intelligence — intelligence 
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among  the  masses — has  a  refining  and  an  elevating  tendency  in  com- 
munities, states  and  nations,  and  its  influences  are  witnessed  in  pro- 
portion to  its  generahiess.  A  nation  that  is  generally  intelligent,  en- 
tertains a  higher  toned  moral  sentiment,  and  occupies  a  position  botb 
socially  and  politically,  far  superior  to  one  that  is  less  favored  in  thia 
respect.  Therefore  it' we  hope  to  insure  a  happy  destiny  to  genera- 
tions yet  to  come,  au'l  a  ]>erpetnation  of  onr  national  independence^ 
let  us  "  put  our  shoulder  to  tlie  wheel"  and  urge  on  the  glorious  policy 
of  universal  eulii-htenment. 

JOS.  B.  GOODENOUGII, 

Town  Sujyerintendent^ 


OCEAN. 

Your  circular  was  not  received  until  the  16th.  I  have  received  re- 
ports from  fourteen  districts,  but  the  circular  answers  for  the  whole. 

In  addition  to  the  report  I  have  but  little  to  add.  In  our  township 
we  have  15  districts,  and  16  school  houses.  The  school  houses  (with 
a  few  exceptions)  are  in  a  dilapidated  condition,  although  we  have 
five  good  comfortable  buildings. 

These  schools  are  supplied  with  good  effective  teachers,  and  the  pu- 
pils who  attend  regularly,  make  rapid  progress — irregular  attendance 
is  their  motto.  The  teacliers  stand  alone  in  their  labors — neither 
trustees  or  parents  enter  the  school  to  encourage  the  heart  of  the 
teacher  or  pupih 

The  want  of  attention  paid  to  the  education  of  children  is  lamenta- 
ble, compared  to  its  vital  importance,  and  at  the  same  time  all  profess 
to  be  lovers  of  the  cause  of  education.  The  fact  is,  all  else  is  paramount 
to  the  culture  of  the  minds  of  their  offspring.  If  parents  ould  be  com- 
pelled to  send  their  children  to  school,  and  send  them  regularly,  what 
a  bles-ing  it  would  be  to  both  parent  and  child.  Great  advantage^, 
would  arise  if  county  examiners  were  ajipointed  and  a  teachers  insti- 
tute established  in  this  county. 

W.  T.  CxVLIES, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


iriDDLETOWN. 

Enclosed  please  find  an  abstract  of  the  reports  from  the  schools  of 
Middletown  township,  which  I  believe  to  be  perfectly  correct.  All 
of  our  schools  are  supplied  with  registers,  and  I  have  taken  great 
pains  to  have  tiie  teacliers  keep  correct  accounts  of  the  attendance  of 
their  pupils.  Two  of  the  schools  have  been  open  but  three  terms  du- 
ring the  last-  year,  in  cous-quence  of  not  beinx  able  to  procure  suitable- 
teachers.     Each  one  of  the  others  has  been  taught  four  terms. 

We  have  an  efficient  body  of  teachers,  all  of  whom  have  been  duly 
examined  and  licensed.  They  are  all,  with  one  exception,  persons  of 
long  experience  in  teaching,  energetic  and  devoted   to  their  calling;. 
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"we  have  had  but  three  changes  in  the  township  during  the  year,  en- 
ding with  the  first  of  December,  which  speaks  well  for  the  teachers 
and  their  patrons.  Four  out  of  seventeen  teachers  now  engaged  are 
from  other  states,  the  others  are  natives  of  New  Jersey,  which  I  think 
in  a  measure  accounts  for  the  greatly  improved  condition  of  our 
echools.  Their  interest  being  more  closely  identified  with  ours,  it  is 
but  reasonable  to  suppose  that  schools  under  the  instructions  of  such 
teachers  will  prosper  to  a  greater  degree,  than  if  taught  by  that  foreign 
traveling  class  of  pedagogues  which  infested  this  part  of  our  State  in 
times  past.  I  hope  the  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  we  will  be  able 
to  procure  teachers  of  our  own  State  in  suihcient  numbers  to  supply 
all  of  our  schools.  Parents  do  not  give  that  aid  and  encouragement 
to  teachers  that  they  should,  and  to  which  they  are  justly  entitled. 
Most  of  the  schools  are  seldom,  or  never  visited  by  trustees  or  parents, 
and  school  affairs  are  made  subordinate  to  all  the  secular  concerns  of 
life.  Our  schools  are  beginning  to  suffer  Irora  the  effects  of  the  la- 
mentable war,  which  is  now  bringing  death  and  misery  into  so  many 
liouseholds.  Can  not  our  legislature  make  more  liberal  appropria- 
tions than  we  now  have?  The  amount  appropriated  by  the  State 
with  the  town  tax  ($3.  per  child),  is  not  enough  to  enable  us  to  pro- 
cure the  services  of  first  class  teachers,  for  such  will  not  work  lor  the 
same  wages  that  are  paid  common  farm  laborers.  As  for  incorpora- 
ting districts,  and  increasing  the  school  fund  in  that  way,  it  cannut  be 
done  in  this  township.  It  has  been  satisfactorily  tried,  and  failedjin 
every  instance.  How  then  can  the  means  be  raised,  necessary  to  defray 
the  increased  expenses  of  schools,  unless  the  State  is  more  liberal  in 
her  appropriations. 

D.  P.  YAN  BRACKLE, 

Town  Sujyerintendent. 

MIDDLETOWN   POINT. 

I  herewith  forward  my  report  for  this  township,  which  is  as  correct 
as  is  possible  for  me  to  make  it. 

I  have  held  this  office  but  two  years,  and  have  experienced  much 
difficulty  in  getting  the  information  necessary  for  a  full  and  correct 
report  from  the  different  districts.  This  is  owing  in  a  great  measure 
to  tlie  too  frequent  changes  of  teachers.  One  district  has  its  fourth 
teacher  for  this  year ;  another  its  third  ;  two  others  the  second.  With 
so  frequent  changes  more  or  less  confusion  of  accounts  follows. 

You  ask  for  a  report  of  the  wants  of  our  public  school  system.  The 
greatest  w^ant  that  I  see  is  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  value  and  im- 
portance of  education  on  the  part  of  the  people,  so  that  their  hearts 
may  be  opened  large  enough  to  appropriate  money  enough  to  employ 
competent,  first-class  teachers,  and  to  keep  the  schools  open  the  year 
round,  and  in  addition  to  this  to  choose  competent  school  officers, 
such  as  will  do  their  duty.  Plenty  of  money  and  good  officers  is  the 
great  want  of  public  school  system  here. 

^  A.  H.  HARRIS, 

Town  Svperintmdent. 


SCHOOL  REPORT.  l&T 

RARITAN. 

Accompanying  this  are  the  statistics  of  our  schools,  to  which  I  will 
add  nothing,  for  fear  of  repeating  the  suggestions  in  my  previous  re- 
ports, one  of  which,  fixing  a  time  at  or  prior  to  which  the  collector 
should  pay  over  to  the  local  superintendent  a  determinate  portion  of 
the  township  tax  for  education,  in  order  to  prevent  the  delay  of  pay- 
ment to  teachers  too  usual  towards  the  close  of  each  year,  t  deemed 
of  sufficient  importance  to  urge  upon  legislative  consideration  at  the 
last  session,  but  without  succet-s,  owing  probably  to  the  pressure  of 
business  then  occupying  the  attention  of  that  honorable  body. 

SAMUEL  LOCKWOOD, 

Town  Superintendent, 


SHREWSBURY. 

It  is  undoubtedly  true,  what  fine  writers  and  orators  have  so  oftcD 
told  us,  that  we  live  in  an  "  age  of  progress."  Progress  in  govern- 
ment, progress  in  civilization,  progress  in  arts  and  sciences,  progress 
in  everything  that  elevates  us  in  the  scale  of  humanity  anl  inclines- 
us  more  to  the  attributes  of  an  All-wise  Creator.  In  the  general  pro- 
gress of  the  age,  however,  I  may  stop  to  note  an  exception.  There 
is  no  progress  in  the  pnblio  schools  of  Shrewsbury  township.  For  the 
past  two  years  it  is  undiscernable  that  they  have  advanced  one  step 
forward.  Nor  is  it  the  fault  of  the  teachers.  They  are  quite  as 
efficient  as  could  be  expecfed  on  a  salary  of  seventy-five  to  a  hun- 
dred dollars  a  year.  Tho  difficulty  rests  with  the  people.  The  peo- 
ple will  not  take  an  interest  in  the  matters  of  education,  but  sleep 
on,  a  twenty  years'  sleep,  at  the  end  whereof  they  hope  to  find  that, 
like  Irving's  Dutch  Burgomaster,  prosperity  has  reigned  in  spite  of 
them.  Out  of  fourteen  public  schools  in  our  township,  five  complain 
of  the  want  of  black-boards,  three  that  they  have  no  fuel,  three  that 
they  are  unprovided  with  good  stoves,  two  of  them  want  new  school- 
houses,  three  of  the  want  of  larger  school  rooms,  one  that  its  furniture 
is  unsuitable,  and  a  multitude  of  other  complaints  that  we  need  not 
enumerate.  These  suffice  to  indicate  the  degree  of  interest  taken 
by  our  school  trustees  and  patrons  in  the  cause  of  education. 

JOHN  S.  APPLEGATE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


OCEAN  COUNTY. 

BRICK. 


I  regret  to  have  to  say  that  our  financial  matters  are  not  what  I 
should  like  them  to  be.      We  do  not  receive  our  money  from  the 
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county  collector  for  some  six  months  after  it  comes  in  his  hands ;  this, 
I  think,  could  be  remedied  by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  to  pay  the 
money  to  the  superintendents  and  not  to  the  township  collectors  ;  that 
would  prevent  its  being  used  for  town  purposes,  as  I  fear  it  too  often 
is.  As  regards  our  schools,  I  am  trying  to  get  them  all  supplied  with 
teachers,  so  that  all  may  be  opened  this  winter.  The  people  are  very 
anxious  to  have  schools.  The  attendance  is  good.  The  teachers 
iiave  as  many  scholars  as  they  can  manage  with  the  accommodations 
they  have.  There  is  much  room  for  improvement  in  our  school  housea, 
although  of  late  their  condition  is  somewhat  improved. 

M.  H.  FIELDER, 

Town  Superintendent. 


JACKSON. 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  brief  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
schools  in  the  township  of  Jackson,  county  of  Ocean.  We  have  no 
change  for  the  better  to  note.  We  have  nine  districts,  five  of  which 
have  schools  at  the  present  time,  one  male  and  four  female  teachers. 
Male  teachers  are  very  scarce,  and  demand  such  high  salaries  that 
the  districts  are  not  able,  or  will  not  employ  them  ;  for  that  reason 
four  of  the  districts  have  no  schools  ;  at  the  present  time  the  number 
of  children  in  the  township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen 
years  is  73S  ;  we  receive  from  school  fund  $226.12,  from  surplus  reve- 
nue $72.35,  from  township  $600  00  ;  total  $898.47,  which  is  only 
$1.21  per  child,  which  you  can  see  is  impossible  to  pay  high  salaries, 
and  keep  open  schools  more  than  one  or  two  quarters  in  a  year. 

JOHN  OONIxNE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PLUMSTED. 

You  wisli  me  to  state  the  wants  of  our  public  schools,  but  they  are 
80  numerous  that  I  will  just  state  a  iQ\7  of  the  most  important.  In 
the  first  place  we  want  more  public  money  ;  in  consequence  of  our 
school  funds  being  so  limited,  we  can  not  keep  our  schools  open  more 
than  nine  months  in  the  year,  and  some  not  more  than  six.  In  the 
next  place  we  want  better  school  houses,  the  greater  part  of  them  are 
destitute  of  good  comfortable  seats,  and  some  minus  a  black-board, 
at  the  best  but  a  miserable  apology.  The  books  used  in  our  schools 
are  various,  although,  both  parents  and  teachers  are  beginning  to  see 
the  importance  of  having  a  uniformity  of  books,  in  that  respect,  our 
public  schools  are  advancing  a  little.  In  regard  to  the  teachers ;  we 
have  some  good  ones,  and  some  of  the  other  sort.  In  some  of  our 
districts,  an  incompetent  teacher  stands  as  good  a  chance  of  getting 
a  situation  as  a  good  one,  and  in  fact  a  little  better ;  for  as  we  have 
a  limited  amount  of  school  money,  our  trustees  act   upon  the  princi- 
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pie,  "  that  it  pays  the  best  to  hire  the  cheapest  "  ;  or  aa  they  term  it, 
they  must  "  cut  the  garment  according  to  the  cloth".  So  that  the 
teacher  who  will  work  the  cheapest,  is  the  successful  applicant. 

CHARLES  W.  FOULKS, 

Town  Superimiendent. 


8TAFF0ED. 

In  transmitting  my  annual  report  I  am  happy  to  add  that  our 
schools  continue  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Most  of  our  teachers  are 
of  those  good  "  whole-souled"  teachers  who  have  the  good  of  their 
pupils  at  heart.     They  have  all  license  to  teach  a  public  school. 

The  community  at  large,  notwithstanding  the  financial  affais,  have 
vested  heavily  upon  them  ;  have  taken  a  greater  interest  in  the  cause 
of  education  than  for  several  years  previous,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
rising  generation  may  be  improved  in  morals,  so  as  to  exert  an  in- 
fluence for  the  good  of  our  country. 

JOHN  G.  CRANE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PASSAIC  COUNTY. 


POMPTON". 


I  am  again  obliged  to  present  an  imperfect  report.  In  spite  of  my 
efforts  to  obtain  full  returns  of  the  attendance  from  all  our  schools,  I 
have  failed  in  regard  to  one.  Year  before  last  I  placed  in  the  school 
houses  of  our  tov/nship  "  Tracy's  school  record,"  and  marked  each  as 
the  property  of  its  respective  district,  so  that  if  a  teacher  left,  the  reg- 
ister of  his  school  should  remain  ;  but,  lo!  one  of  our  teachers,  during 
the  past  year,  left  without  rendering  his  report,  and  since  his  depart- 
Tiro  the  register  of  that  district  can  not  be  found,  so  my  report  is  for 
aix,  instead  of  seven,  districts. 

You  ask  us  to  state  what  we  believe  to  be  the  wants  of  our  public 
school  system.  If  by  that  you  mean  our  public  school  system  as  it 
has  been  shaped  by  legislative  enactment,  I  am  not  prepared  to  ex- 
press its  wants.  Of  course,  I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  perfect,  yet  I 
think  that  our  public  school  system  is  a  good  one.  What  wc  want, 
within  the  sphere  of  my  observation,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is,  that  our 
trustees  and  parents  and  public  men  feel  and  exhibit  a  livelier  inter- 
est in  the  great  work  of  educating  our  children.  We  want  a  better 
order  of  schools  ;  we  want  a  better  class  of  teachers ;  we  want  to  have 
the  children  more  regular  and  constant  in  their  attendance  upon  our 
schools.     And  all  these  wants  would  be  met,  if  parents,  and  the  peo- 
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pie  of  our  township,  generally,  could  only  be  aroused  to  feel  the  mo- 
mentous importance  and  value  of  the  education  of  our  children.  If 
they  felt  this  aright  they  would  readily  furnish  money  to  command 
first-class  talent  in  our  teachers,  and  would  be  content  with  nothing 
less.  If  jparents  felt  this  as  they  should,  I  would  not  be  obliged  to 
make  the  painful  report,  that  out  of  652  children,  only  170,  on  an  av- 
erage, have  been  regular  daily  attendants  upon  our  schools  ;  that  only 
11  have  attended  the  whole  year;  that  114  have  attended  less  than 
three  months,  and  that  250  have  not  been  in  our  schools  at  all.  For 
the  credit  of  our  township,  I  hesitated  to  call  attention  to  such  a  state- 
ment as  this;  but,  on  looking  over  the  last  annual  report  of  the  slate 
superintendent,  the  same  state  of  things  appears  to  exist  very  gener- 
ally over  the  State.  Now,  what  we  want,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is,  that 
the  great  subject  of  common  school  education  be  a^itated  in  our  towns 
and  villages,  in  our  townships  and  school  districts,  all  over  the  State. 
The  standard  of  feeling  on  this  subject  needs  to  be  greatly  elevated. 
The  vast  importance  and  value  of  the  education  of  our  children  should 
be  brought  vividly  and  squarely  before  the  minds  of  the  people.  How 
this  is  to  be  done,  I  will  not  undertake  now  to  say. 

JAS.  E.  BERNART, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PASSAIC. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  an  entire  accurate  statement,  aa 
I  receive  no  reports  from  the  teachers  (although  often  reminded  of 
the  necessity).  I  have  to  fill  the  reports  from  the  facts  I  gather  when 
attending  the  schools  quarterly.  If  the  schools  could  all  be  free  it 
would  add  much  to  the  general  attendance  of  scholars  ;  the  strong 
schools  take  the  greater  part  of  the  funds,  and  the  weak  ones  have  to 
close  part  of  the  year  or  drag  along  with  few  scholars,  which  makes 
it  burdensome  for  a  few  of  the  employers.  There  are  no  more  dis- 
tricts in  the  township  than  necessary,  and  some  have  only  from  twen- 
ty to  twenty-five  children,  while  others  have  from  sixty  to  ninety 
children.  Care  is  taken  to  employ  competent  teachers  in  all  the 
echools,  and  the  schools  are  generally  well  conducted,  the  buildings 
are  generally  comfortable,  and  while  a  greater  interest  is  felt  in  the 
Bchools  than  formerly,  yet  few  of  the  inhabitants  visit  the  schools, 
trustees  not  excepted. 

CORNELIUS  G.  YAN  RIPER, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


WEST  MILFOED. 

Enclosed  I  return  your  second  series  of  questions  with  answers  an- 
nexed, which  includes  nearly  all  that  is  necessary  for  me  to  say  in 
regard  to  public  schools.  The  township  has  raised  by  tax  the  same 
amount  of  money  for  school  purposes  as  last  year.     The  people  ia 
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some  districts  show  considerable  interest  in  the  cause  of  education, 
and  I  regret  that  I  have  to  make  any  exceptions,  yet  the  cause  is  gen- 
erally on  the  advance,  and  there  is  a  vast  improvement  when  com- 
pared with  former  years. 

HOKACE  LAKOC, 

Town  Superintejident. 


SUSSEX  COUNTY. 


GREEN. 


Tour  circular  came  to  hand  on  the  3d  instant,  and  I  have  com- 
plied with  your  request. 

I  have  granted  a  license  to  two  of  the  teachers  in  the  township; 
those  having  licenses  I  have  not  thought  it  necesssary  to  grant  anew  ; 
the  employers  complain  (and  with  some  grounds)  that  they  should  be 
taxed  for  the  payment  of  a  teacher's  license.  Question  13  I  confess  I 
am  unable  to  answer  directly.  Some  teachers  may  (and  I  know  of" 
some  instances)  give  entire  satisfaction  in  one  district  and  fail  to  give 
satisfaction  in  an  adjoining  district. 

G.  C.  COOK. 

Town  Superintendent* 


SANDTSTON. 

The  main  and  greatest  want  of  schools  in  this  township  is  suitable 
teachers.     Good  teachers  are  hard  to  get  this  winter ;  there  are  only 
three  of  the  nine  schools  that  have  teachers  at  the   present,  but   feel 
in  hopes  we  will  be  able  to  get  them  all  supplied. 
^  ^  O.^COS. 

Town  Sv/perintendent^ 


NEWTON?. 

The  schools  in  this  town  are  anomalous,  inasmuch  as  we  have  no 
school  houses  belonging  to  the  district.  Within  the  limits  of  the  bor- 
ough we  have  eight  schools,  which,  by  order  of  the  trustees,  share 
equally,  according  to  the  number  of  their  scholars,  the  public  money. 
They  are  of  various  grades,  from  the  most  elementary  school,  to  the 
best  appointed  high  school.  The  teachers,  twelve  in  number,  are. 
competent  for  their  particular  work,  and  faithful  in  its  performance^ 

:n'.  pettit, 

Town  Superintendents 
11 
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HAMPTON. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  make  a  correct  report  from  the  fact  that 
I  can  not  get  the  teachers  all  to  report  to  me.  I  have  visited  all  the 
schools  in  the  township,  however,  and  my  report  will  approximate  the 
troth.  This  is  my  first  year  as  superintendent,  and  this  is  a  small 
county  township.     I  find  however, 

1st.  That  the  standard  qualification  of  teachers  is  entirely  too 
low.  Not  more  than  one  half  who  have  been  teaching,  are  really 
qualified  to  teach  at  all. 

2d.  Public  opinion  in  regard  to  education,  schools  and  school  hou- 
ses is  entirely  too  low.  Public  sentiment  must,  in  some  way,  be  ele- 
vated, before  much  improvement  can  be  made  in  our  schools. 

3d.  We  have  not  one  good  school  house  in  the  township.  It  is  a 
scandalous  shame  to  send  children  to  such  hovels  as  you  will  find  all 
©ver  this  county,  called  "  School  houses".  And  the  "  School  houses" 
are  generally  built  right  in  the  road,  without  any  play  ground,  or 
shade  trees.  I  have  lived  and  traveled  in  thirteen  different  states, 
and  I  have  never  found  as  poor  school  houses  in  any  other  place,  as 
I  find  in  northern  New  Jersey. 

4th.  I  think,  that  instead  of  having  the  town  superintendent  exam- 
ine the  teachers,  there  ought  to  be  a  county  board  of  three,  to  exam- 
ine all  teachers  and  grant  certificates.  I  find  that  most  of  the  exami- 
nations of  superintendents  amounts  to  just  nothing  at  all.  Many  of 
the  superintendents  never  visit  their  schools,  and  know  (or  care),  but 
little  about  them  when  they  do  visit  them.  We  need  a  higher  grade 
of  teachers,  and  we  can  not  have  them  without  more  strictness  in 
examinations.  I  think  if  you  would  examine  the  school  laws  of 
Massachusetts,  Ohio  or  Iowa,  you  would  find  many  things  which 
would  suggest  to  you  improvements  in  the  New  Jersey  school  laws. 
I  have  held  public  meetings  in  each  of  the  school  houses  in  my  town- 
ship, and  addressed  the  patrons  on  the  subject  of  education,  schools, 
school  houses  and  teachers.  I  also  drew  up  the  following  resolutions 
"which  were  passed  in  every  district. 

Resolved,  1st.  That  we  believe  it  to  be  the  privilege  as  well  as  the 
tfiitj  of  the  town  superintendent  to  assist  the  teachers  in  classifying 
the  schools,  and  determining  what  books  shall  be  used  in  the  schools, 
and  by  the  respective  classes. 

Resolved.^  ^d.  That  hereafter  we  will  employ  no  teacher,  certainly, 
witil  he  has  been  examined  by  the  town  superintendent  in  the  branch- 
es required  by  law,  and  received  his  certificate  or  recommendation. 

Resolved,  Sd.  That  we  advise  and  desire  the'  superintendent  of 
schools  to  be  more  strict  in  his  examinations,  than  superintendents 
have  generally  heretofore  been,  in  order  that  we  maj,  have  a  better 
class  of  teachers  and  the  standard  of  teachers  be  elevated. 

Resolved,  4:tk.  That  teaching  ought  to  be  a  profession,  and  that  in 
employing  teachers  we  will  always  give  the  preference  to  one  who 
fellows  teaching  as  a  business. 

Resolved,  6th.  That  we  greatly  deprecate  the  course  of  those  par- 
ents who  neglect  or  refuse  to  send  their  children  regularly  to  cchool, 
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since  schools  have  been  provided  and  supported  at  public  expense, 
and  that  we  do  hereby  earnestly  entreat  them  to  be  more  faithful  in 
the  discharge  of  this  parental  and  christian  duty. 

Resolved^  Qth.  That  we  believe  there  ought  to  be  a  law  of  the  state 
compelling  parents  and  guardians,  to  send  such  of  their  children  as 
are  between  six  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  to  school  at  least  six  months 
each  year,  provided  they  can  be  posssibly  spared  from  necesssry  labor 
at  home,  for  the  actual  support  of  themselves  or  family. 

D.  W.  MOORE, 
Town  Su^erintendsTit. 


SPAETA. 

The  prospect  with  regard  to  the  cause  of  education  in  this  town- 
ship seems  to  be  encouraging.  We  raised  this  year  by  taxation  two 
dollars  per  scholar,  instead  of  one  as  heretofore.  Some  of  our  school 
houses  are  not  in  as  good  repair  as  might  be  desired,  and  in  some 
cases  our  teachers  have  not  been  as  efficient  as  I  could  wish ;  upon 
the  whole,  however,  I  am  happy  to  say  that  our  schools  give  evidence 
of  progress.  The  most  difficulty  to  contend  with  is  the  too  frequent 
changes  of  teachers  ;  from  this  fact  I  have  been  unable  to  receive  pro- 
per reports  from  any  of  the  nine  districts  in  this  township.  Teachers 
are  sometimes  employed  by  the  trustees  of  the  district  without  my 
knowledge,  and  will  in  some  cases  continue  to  teach  one,  two,  or  three 
months,  get  their  pay,  and  the  school  is  closed  until  some  one  else 
will  open  it,  and  go  the  same  routine,  without  any  returns  made 
to  me,  consequently,  I  am  unable  to  answer  your  series  of  questions 
No.  2  as  satisfactorily  as  I  would  wish,  had  I  the  proper  reports.  The 
average  time  our  schools  have  been  kept  open  during  the  year  is  eight 
months.  The  number  of  scholars  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years  is  six  hundred  and  sixty-nine,  at  an  assessment  of  two 
dollars  per  scholar,  which  you  will  see  is  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight  dollars  ($1,338  00) ;  we  will  receive  from  State  and  surplus 
revenue  four  hundred  and  three  dollars  and  twenty  cents  ($403  20), 
being  seventeen  hundred  and  forty-one  dollars  and  twenty  cents, 
($1,741  20),  which  will  be  divided  among  the  several  districts  when 
received.  Our  quota  of  "  Guyot's  physical  and  descriptive  maps 
of  the  United  States,"  has  been  forwarded  and  mostly  distributed,  and 
I  trust  that  the  scholars,  as  well  as  the  teachers,  will  a^proci^te  tha.r 
atility. 

DANIEL  STILWELL, 

Town  Super intendeni. 


VERNON. 

In  making  my  report,  I  can  only  speak  of  the  schools  since  April, 
the  time  I  came  into  office.  Therefore,  it  cannot  be  relied  on  as  aa 
exact  statement,  as  far  as  regards  the  attendance,  for  there  are  but  few 
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districts  in  the  township  that  have  kept  any  record  of  the  schools  last 
■winter,  although  the  districts  all  have  blank  books,  and  have  oftert 
been  requested  by  the  superintendent  to  do  so.  How  to  remove  this/ 
diflficulty,  I  hardly  know  what  plan  to  suggest,  as  the  trustees  in  every 
district  are  desirous  to  have  the  quarterly  reports  made  out,  but  are- 
unable  to  get  it  done  by  the  teachers. 

As  regards  our  schools,  I  am  happy  to  say  they  are  in  good  condition — 
good  teachers  have  been  employed,  and  have  given  good  satisfaction^ 
Is  early  all  the  districts  will  open  their  winter  terms  in  a  short  time ;, 
seven  have  already  commenced.  "We  have  had  one  new  school  house 
built  this  summer,  which  reflects  credit  on  the  district.  The  people  are  in 
favor  of  free  schools,  and  the  schools  may  be  considered  such,  for  the 
schools  (or  only  a  few,  at  least,)  are  continued  long  after  the  public 
funds  are  used.  We  raised  from  the  town  $1,000  ;  we  received  from 
the  State  $449.95.  There  being  not  so  much  interest  on  the  surplus- 
fund  as  has  been  in  former  years,  we  have  not  so  mucli  money  as- 
before.  Near  one-half  of  the  public  fund  has  been  used,  and  the  balance 
will  nearly  all  be  by  the  first  of  April  next. 

MOSES  C.  DTJNN, 

Town  Superintendent.. 


WAJSITAGE. 

Upon  almost  any  other  topic  than  that  of  public  education,  I  could^ 
with  pride,  report  my  township  ;  as  its  devotion  to  the  Union  ;  ita 
generous,  self-denying  patriotism  ;  its  well-tilled  and  fertile  acres  ;  its 
extensive  and  prosperous  manufactories ;  the  generous  hospitality  and 
moral  worth  of  its  inhabitants  ;  but,  upon  the  topic  more  especially 
confided  to  me,  I  can  not  speak  as  I  would  wish,  nor  as  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  demands.  While  the  spirit  of  progress  has  made 
itself  felt  in  the  mechanical  and  agricultural  interests,  in  the  matter  of 
public  education  there  is  a  decided  leaning  to  what,  at  the  present 
day,  is  called  conservatism.  And,  yet,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  our  schools  have  improved  in  many  respects, 
and  this  is  so  because  public  attention  is  aroused.  Teachers  are  ele- 
Tating  themselves  and  their  profession ;  school  houses  and  grounds 
are  more  cared  for  and  teachers  of  standing  and  reputation  sought  for. 
The  results  as  yet,  in  our  schools,  may  not  be  very  marked,  but  these 
gi^s  indicate  a  "  rising  tide.''  Some  schools  from  which  I  turnedin 
fllisgust  during  ray  first  visitation,  T  now  point  to  with  a  little  pride ; 
and  teachers  who  formerly  kept  the  black-board  in  the  wood-house, 
and  thought  what  few  maps  they  had  very  pretty  window  curtains, 
are  zealously  and  effectively  acquiring  the  use  of  these  valuable  auxil- 
iaries. There  are  in  my  township  twenty-two  school  houses,  six  very 
good,  eight  fair,  and  the  remaining  eight  horrible,  where  the  floors 
are  broken  through,  and  the  children  cluster  in  the  corner  during  rain 
storms,  and  shiver  as  the  wintry  blasts  whistle  through.  Our  town- 
ship being  mainly  an  agricultural  one,  there  is  no  lack  of  play  grounds, 
and  it  is  rare  to  see  a  school  house  lot  surrounded  with  a  fence,  unless,. 
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Bome  careful  farmer  has  fenced  it  out  from  his  grain  fields,  "With  one 
exception,  there  has  been  no  attempt  at  ornamentation,  either  within 
or  without  the  school  house,  and  this  one  deserves  mention,  from  the 
fact  that  the  liberal  minded  patrons,  after  holding  the  old  house  as  a 
memento  of  their  youthful  days,  so  long  as  it  could  stand  upon  the 
posts  given  to  it  by  the  hardy  oid  men  of  eighty  years  ago ;  and  when 
it  could  no  longer  stand,  the  patrons  put  their  hands  deep  in  their 
pockets,  and  drew  forth  lavishly,  and  upon  the  old  site,  may  now  be 
seen  a  school  house,  that  would  be  an  ornament  to  any  rural  school 
district.  Paint,  being  a  taxed  article,  is  scarce,  while  mats  and 
Bcrapers  are  still  more  scarce ;  floors  answer  for  spittoons,  and  they 
are  well  used  by  teachers  and  pupils ;  furniture  rude  and  sadly  cut 
up ;  there  is  a  middling  supply  of  black-boards  and  Webster's  un- 
abridged dictionary ;  stoves  for  burning  wood  are  nearly  universal, 
and  ventilation  is  complete  though  unpatented,  viz:  through  broken 
windows,  dilapidated  doors,  roofs  and  knot  holes.  The  studies  pur- 
sued are  reading,  spelling,  writing,  grammar,  geography  and  arithme- 
tic, in  one  or  two  instances  algerbra  is  added.  On  the  average,  school 
is  kept  about  seven  months  in  each  year  ;  this  is  divided  into  a  winter 
term  of  four  and  a  summer  term  of  three  mouths.  Pupils  enter  gen- 
erally at  five,  and  leave  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  some  few  attend  a 
little  longer.  During  the  first  three  seasons  they  attend  only  the 
summer  term,  after  that  both  terms  ;  finally,  as  their  services  are  re- 
quired on  the  farm  during  the  summer,  they  attend  only  the  winter 
terms.  Many  young  men  and  women  go  off  to  boarding  school  and 
are  not  counted  in  my  report  as  attending  school.  In  the  villages  the 
children  attend  school  the  year  round,  allowance  being  made  for  va- 
cation, &c.  Many  of  the  districts  are  too  small  and  feeble  to  accom- 
plish much,  and  the  schools  will  sooner  or  later  close  for  the  want  of 
pupils  to  maintain  them,  distance  preventing  consolidation.  What  is 
most  needed  at  present,  is  a  deeper  interest  on  the  part  of  the  patrons 
of  our  schools.  When  this  comes  there  will  come  with  it,  first,  a  uni- 
form system  of  text  books  established  by  the  trustees,  and  maintained 
against  all  comers ;  second,  some  simple,  cheap  apparatus  for  illus- 
trating elementary  principles,  including  slates,  one  for  each  child  in 
the  school ;  3d,  and  last,  teachers,  each  with  the  true  spirit,  and  so 
well  versed  in  the  branches  to  be  taught,  and  with  such  right  use  of 
language  that  they  can  present  truths  clearly  and  forcibly  to  their  pu- 
pils. 

Text  books.  Text  books  are  as  various  as  vehicles.  In  arithmetic, 
we  find  Col  burn's,  Thomson's,  Davies',  and  Robinson's  series ;  in  geog- 
raphy, Mitchell's,  Morse's,  Smith's  and  Colton  and  Fitch's  series  ;  in 
reading.  Town's,  Sander's,  Parker  and  Watson's  and  Porter's  ;  in  gram- 
mar. Smith's  generally,  with  here  and  there  a  Clark's,  or  Wells'  series. 

In  my  report  you  will  see  that  there  are  in  this  township  1,311  per- 
sons between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  ;  of  this  number  1,238 
have  been  pupils  in  the  schools  for  some  part  of  the  year.  The  num- 
ber of  districts  is  22 ;  number  of  teachers  employed  for  the  past  year, 
36 ;  males  employed  within  the  year  12  ;  females   24 ;    only  two   or 
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three  make  teaching  a  permanent  employment.     Wages  of  males 
average  $18  per  month,  and  that  of  females  about  $12. 

Qualifications  of  teachers.  In  my  examinations,  I  try  to  find  out 
what  the  teacher  knows ;  not  how  many  questions  he  can  answer 
from  the  book,  but  what  he  knows  of  the  principles  of  the  subjects 
and  studies  to  be  taught  in  the  school,  and  during  my  visits,  I  have 
found  much  to  condemn,  and  but  little  to  commend,  both  as  regards 
qualifications  and  governing  qualities  on  the  part  of  teachers  ;  in  fact 
I  have  in  one  or  two  instances  turned  from  the  school  room  in  disgust, 
and  I  deem  it,  not  improper  here  to  give  you  an  account  of  what  I 
witnessed  a  short  time  since.  Having  had  an  inclination  to  take  a 
little  walk  for  diversion  one  morning,  I  wended  my  way  slowly  and 
musingly  toward  a  neighboring  school  district,  until  a  cry  broke  upon 
my  ear  that  startled  me.  On  looking  in  the  direction  from  whence 
the  cry  proceeded,  I  discovered  the  noise  in  the  shape  of  a  young  lad 
who  in  com.bat  with  a  comrade  had  received  a  blow  which  felled  him 
to  the  earth.  On  inquiring  of  the  "would  be  conqueror,"  I  found 
the  trouble  had  originated  through  some  trivial  matter  thathad  trans- 
pired at  school  the  day  previous.  Helping  the  boy  to  regain  his  bal- 
ance, and  rid  himself  from  the  dirt  and  mud  that  seemed  to  encompass 
him,  I  proceeded  with  him  to  the  school  house.  Upon  entering  the 
room  mj  eyes  first  beheld  a  "  Young  American"  engaged  in  the  very 
agreeable  recreation  of  leaping  from  the  stove  to  a  bench  near  by, 
from  thence  to  the  stove  again,  occasionally  making  a  misstep  and 
falling  upon  the  floor  ;  this  breach  of  decorum  was  remonstrated 
against  by  the  dignified  personage  who  presided  over  the  interests  of 
the  school,  and  after  a  short  but  spirited  contest  between  the  teacher 
and  pupil,  the  "  wicked  little  fellow"  was  in  a  measure  silenced,  he, 
however  claiming  the  right  to  sit  upon  the  stove  hearth.  The  good 
lady  endeavored  to  make  an  apology  for  the  manner  in  which  the 
young  rogue  had  conducted  himself,  and  I  of  course  sympathized 
with  her  in  her  trouble,  telling  her  that  "  Boys  will  be  boys"  &c. 
After  quiet  (if  quiet  I  may  term  it),  had  been  restored,  I  ventured  to- 
inform  the  good  dame  of  the  afi'air  that  I  had  witnessed  a  few  min- 
utes previous,  concerning  the  two  young  pugilists,  but  I  had  no  sooner 
commenced  giving  a  description  of  what  I  knew  concerning  the  afiray, 
than  the  young  combatants  stoutly  denied  a  great  portion  of  my 
charges,  and  I  not  being  very  argumentatively  inclined,  succumbed  to 
the  "  powers"  that  then  reigned  supreme  in  that  seminary,  viz  :  two 
boys  not  over  ten  years  of  age.  The  teacher  put  on  her  sweetest 
smile  and  said,  "  She  was  much  ashamed  of  her  pupils,  as  she  had 
labored  hard  to  teach  them  how  to  act  before  folks,  but  some  folks 
never  would  lam  nothinP  I  then  told  her  to  go  on  with  her  recita- 
tions, and  not  let  my  presence  interfere  with  her  programme  of  exer- 
cises. The  first  thing  in  order  was  geography.  I  listened  very  atten- 
tively until  the  question,  "What  large  city  on  Long  Island  opposite 
New  York"  was  asked  ;  this  seemed  to  much  for  the  young  idea  ;  he 
named  several  towns  without  success,  and  finally  the  teacher  said  "B. 
N.,  dont  you  know  what  B.  IST.  stands  for,  "  Oh  yes",  said  the  boy, 
"  Boston" ;  "  Well  "  said  the  teacher,  "  any  one  ort  to   know  where 
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Boston  is".  Now  this  teacher  did  not  actually  know  whether  Boston 
or  Brooklyn  was  the  city  in  question,  and  she  confined  herself  to  the 
text  book  during  the  whole  recitation,  and  this  very  teacher  was 
praised  and  lauded  by  two  of  the  trustees  as  the  best  teacher  they 
had  known  for  a  long  time.  I  suppose  they  praised  her  from  the 
fact  that  she  was  propagating  mischief,  and  sowing  the  seeds  of  vice 
and  immorality  for  the  mere  pittance  of  seven  dollars  per  month,  she 
boarding  herself.  1  do  not  wish  you  to  infer  from  what  I  have  said 
that  I  think  the  qualifications  of  our  teachers,  or  their  interests  in 
their  work  is  much  below  the  standard  in  other  townships  of  this 
county ;  my  feelings  and  views  are  very  different  from  that ;  for  we 
have  a  few  live  teachers  that  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  part  with,  for  I 
love  and  respect  them  as  earnest  and  hearty  co-laborers  in  that  cause 
which  should  be  dear  to  us  all — the  moral  and  intellectual  cultivation 
of  the  rising  generation  ;  but,  many  of  our  teachers  are  too  young  to 
govern  and  control  a  school  properly,  while  others  have  proved  them- 
selves totally  inefiicient  to  impart  to  the  young  mind  those  principles 
and  truths  which  are  intended  as  a  basis  upon  which  they  are  to  build 
their  characters  and  reputations.  What  we  need  up  here  in  Wan- 
tage is  live,  devoted,  earnest,  talented  teachers,  who  understand  their 
vocation  practically  and  theoretically,  those  who  have  made  a  special 
preparation  for  the  great  work  of  teaching,  and  who  can  and  will  ele- 
vate the  standard  of  education  in  our  midst. 

The  amount  of  money  received  from  the  State,  and  from  the  inter- 
est of  the  surplus  revenue  is  nine  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  eighty 
cents.  The  amount  raised  by  tax  is  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  making  in 
all  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  five  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  which 
has  been  divided  among  the  districts  according  to  the  number  of  chil- 
dren between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen. 

CHAKLES  MOREOW, 

Toxon  Su])erintendent, 


SOMERSET  COUNTY. 


BKroOEWATER. 


There  is  nothing  new  to  report  from  this  township  unless  it  be  the 
frequent  changes  of  teachers,  some  of  the  schools  having  had  three  or 
more  difi'erent  ones  during  the  year.  Heretofore  we  have  reported 
few  changes,  as  some  of  our  teachers  had  remained  several  years  in 
the  same  school. 

Our  schools,  with  one  exception,  are  kept  open  the  entire  year.  In 
some  districts  the  public  money  is  suflScient  to  keep  them  free ;  in 
others  a  small  charge  is  made  for  tuition,  ranging  from  twenty-five 
cents  to  one  dollar  per  quarter.     Our  school  houses  are  generally  good 
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and  well  adapted  to  school  purposes,  while  we  have  one  or  two  build- 
ings that  are  a  disgrace  to  the  people  of  the  districts  where  located. 
We  hope  these  things  will  be  remedied  before  another  year  rolls 
round.  You  will  remember  that  our  school  law  requires  teachers  to 
keep  a  registry  of  attendance,  &c.,  while  at  the  same  time  it  makes 
no  provision  for  registers.  We  hope  you  will  call  the  attention  of  our 
legislature  to  this  fact  and  urge  upon  it  the  necessity  of  providing 
uniform  registers  throughout  the  State,  then  teachers  in  removing 
from  one  school  to  another  will  have  no  difficulty  in  continuing  the 
3-ecord. 

O.  0.  CONE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


BERNAEDS. 

The  schools  in  this  township  have  been  conducted  during  the  yea 
now  closing  with  considerable  efficiency  and  success.     We  have  had 
a  larger  number  than  usual  of  young,  inexperienced  teachers  ;  who, 
while  they  have  done  well  for  beginners,  yet  have  not,  of  course,  had  , 
the  maturity  of  riper  years.     This  difficulty  is  temporary  and  unavoid- 
able in  the  course  of  nature. 

The  greatest  difficulty  on  the  whole  subject  of  common  school  edu- 
cation is  a  want  of  interest  in  the  subject  by  parents  and  the  public 
in  general.  This  is  evinced  by  a  willingness  to  employ  teachers  who 
liave  but  imperfect  qualifications  for  their  work,  and  by  the  common 
inattention  to  the  school  in  its  actual  operation ;  few  take  interest 
enough  to  visit  the  schools  or  in  any  way  to  encourage  the  teacher. 

It  is  evinced  also  by  the  small  attendance  upon  our  schools.  In  no 
district  of  the  township  has  there  been,  at  any  one  time,  an  average 
attendance  of  more  than  one-third  of  the  children  between  five  and 
eighteen  years  of  age  ;  this,  of  course,  is  a  very  low  average.  It  can 
be  remedied  only  by  an  increased  appreciation  of  the  benefits  of  an 
education,  and  by  a  generous  liberality  on  the  part  of  the  rich  towards 
the  poor. 

JOHN"  C.  RANKIN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


FKANKLIN. 

A  comparison  of  the  accompanying  statistics  with  those  of  the  past 
year  shows  a  gratifying  increase  of  interest  in  the  education  of  the 
Children.  Then  the  whole  number  of  children  who  had  attended 
school  during  the  year  was  six  hundred  and  sixty-five,  only  a  trifle 
more  than  half  of  the  census  of  the  township.  Now  the  attendance  is 
eight  hundred  and  eighty-three,  or  about  two-thirds  of  the  census. 
Then  the  average  attendance  was  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight, 
now  it  has  been  four  hundred  and  tliirty-six,  a  good  advance  upon  the 
past;  but  one  Nvhich  still  shows  that  the  children  who   enter   the 
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schools  average  only  about  half  time  per  quarter,  a  fact  which  speaks 
most  sadly  of  neglect  in  many  quarters  to  equip  and  send  the  chil- 
dren to  school. 

Another  fact  which  is  prominent  is  the  gradual  change  that  has 
taken  place  in  the  sex  of  the  teacher,  and  connected  with  it  the  ad- 
vance, in  a  liberal  direction,  of  their  salaries.  Formerly  we  found  the 
majority  of  the  teachers  to  be  males  at  a  salary  of  about  $300  per 
annum,  now  the  large  majority  is  female  at  a  salary  of  $85  per  quar- 
ter, or  more  than  $300  per  annum.  We  have  only  three  male  teach- 
■ers  whose  average  salary  is  $425. 

While  our  male  teachers  have  been  forward  to  hear  the  call  of  their 
country,  and  are  earning  honor  for  themselves  and  New  Jersey  in  the 
public  service,  the  ladies  have  been  invited  into  the  school  room  and 
are  evincing  a  fine  adaptation  to  the  work  of  teaching,  and  it  is  but  just 
to  state,  as  the  result  of  a  close  observation,  that  tlieir  schools  de- 
serve liigh  encomium  for  thoroughness  of  instruction  and  successful 
discipline,  and  solid  attainment.  Indeed,  some  of  the  best  governed 
schools,  even  in  the  winter  terms,  have  been  in  a  number  of  instances 
presided  over  by  ladies. 

Ton  ask  "what  are  the  wants  of  our  public  school  system?"  I 
must  answer  only  in  general.  Better  provision  for  the  comfort  of 
children  in  school  houses  and  furniture;  more  interest  to  secure  a 
regular  attendance  at  school ;  greater  supervision  by  trustees  elected 
from  the  patrons  of  the  school,  and  by  competent  and  faithful  town 
superintendents,  untrammeled  by  the  fear  of  making  some  expense  for 
the  township,  and  rewarded  for  their  services  as  such  services  deserve, 
and  not  upon  the  principle  of  those  dark  ages  when  fifty  dollars  was  a 
fortune,  and  one  dollar  a  day  a  liberal  expenditure  for  any  profes- 
sional service. 

Seriously,  the  lawful  remuneration  of  town  superintendents  needs 
revision,  and  no  great  good  can  result  to  the  schools  from  the  ofiice 
until  men  of  the  right  stamp  are  selected  for  it,  and  with  the  expec- 
tation that  their  work  shall  be  suitably  rewarded. 

J.  ADDISON  VAN  DOREN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


MONTGOMERY. 

I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  you  my  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  schools  within  our  township,  ending  Dec.  15. 

From  this  report  you  will  learn  that  we  have  seven  whole  school 
districts,  and  two  districts  forming  unions  with  districts  in  adjacent 
counties.  Reports  have  been  received  from  all  the  districts,  embracing 
619  children,  between  five  and  sixteen  years  of  age,  showing  a  decrease 
in  the  township  of  nineteen  children  from  the  report  of  last  year.  The 
schools  have  been  supplied  with  good  teachers,  of  which  four  are 
males  and  eight  females.  The  schools  have  been  kept  open  during 
the  past  year,  with  occasional  vacations.  The  money  received  from 
all  sources,   viz.,   state   fund,   surplus   interest,    and  township    tax, 
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amounted  to  $1,320.67,  and  is  expended  exclnsively  for  educational 
purposes. 

^  The  scliool  bouses  in  our  township  are  commodious,  neat  and 
sightly  structures,  and  highly  creditable  to  the  liberality  and  taste 
of  the  people. 

The  attendance  has  been  as  good  as  usual,  and  the  interest  taken 
in  behalf  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  on  the  part  of  the  employers, 
about  as  usual,  which  amounts  to  very  little. 

In  regard  to  the  employing  teachers  who  have  not  obtained  licenses, 
I  am  constrained  to  say  that  our  trustees  are  very  indifferent,  and 
the  most  of  our  teachers,  I  presume,  are  teaching  without  license.  I 
suppose  that  no  one  will  seriously  insist  that  a  teacher  with  a  license 
is  thereby  better  qualified  to  teach  than  one  who  has  no  license.  Yet 
as  our  legislature  seem  to  have  thought  it  did,  and  made  provision 
for  granting  licenses,  and  enacted  that  no  school  money  should  be 
paid  to  teachers  unless  they  are  licensed,  the  requirement  of  the  law 
in  this  particular,  should  be  complied  with.  I  have  invariably  paid 
school  drafts  without  inquiring  whether  the  teachers  had  licenses  or 
not.  I  consider  it  my  duty  to  pay  the  orders,  and  not  to  refuse  to  do 
80  because  the  teacher  may  not  have  had  a  license.  I  may  be  wrong, 
but  I  am  satisfied  that  more  mischief  would  ensue  by  refusing  to  pay 
than  does  by  paying ;  besides,  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  presume  that 
our  teachers  are  all  licensed,  or  the  trustees  would  not  give  them 
orders  for  school  money.  The  law  does  not  say  what  evidence  the 
superintendent  shall  require,  before  he  pays  money,  that  the  teacher 
has  a  license.  I  have  thought  it  would  be  a  proper  amendment  to 
the  law  that  the  trustees  should  be  required  to  certify  in  their  school 
orders  that  the  teacher  has  a  license.  This  suggestion  is  predicated 
on  the  assumption  that  a  license  the  better  qualifies  a  teacher  for  hi& 
calling,  which  assumption  is  hardly  tenable. 

C.  S.  STRYKEE, 

Town  Superintendent. 


SALEM  COUNTY. 


LOWEK  PENN  S  NECK. 


In  accordance  with  your  request,  and  also  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you  a  brief  report  of  the  condition  of  pub- 
lic schools  in  my  township.  I  think  there  is  an  increasing  interest 
manifested  in  the  cause  of  education  here,  which  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  people  are  more  desirous  to  secure  the  services  of  compe- 
tent teachers  ;  to  appropriate  a  sufiicient  amount  of  money  at  town- 
meetings,  and  to  keep  the  school  houses  in  better  repair.  But  not^ 
withstanding  this,  the  paramount  importance  of  developing  the  inte- 
lectual  capacities  of  the  young,  does  not  yet  occupy  that  position  in 
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the  minds  of  the  people  that  it  should.  Female  teachers  are  employed 
during  the  summer  season  and  male  teachers  in  the  winter.  I  think 
if  we  could  dispense  with  the  frequent  changes  of  teachers,  and  employ 
them  for  longer  periods,  it  would  materially  conduce  to  the  welfare  of 
the  schools.  This,  together  with  the  irregular  attendance  of  the  chil- 
dren, is  a  great  drawback  to  their  advancement.  My  answers  to  your 
questions,  as  far  as  I  was  able  to  give  them,  embraces  all  the  informa- 
tion relative  to  appropriations,  salaries  of  teachers,  &c.,  but  the  fact 
that  I  have  held  the  office  of  superintendent  only  from  March  last, 
renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  respond  to  your  circulars  as  fully  as  I 
desired.  No.  1  I  forwarded  some  time  since,  and  No.  2  you  will  find 
enclosed  with  this  report. 

W.  H.  GILMORE, 

Town  SicperititendenL 


MANNINGTON. 

I  have  visited  the  schools  in  our  township,  but  it  is  very  difficult  for 
me  to  give  a  correct  report,  as  the  registers  of  the  schools  are  so  badly- 
kept,  although  I  have  requested  the  teachers  to  have  the  registers  kept 
according  to  law.  I  am  sorry  to  say  there  is  not  that  interest  mani- 
fested for  our  schools  as  I  think  there  should  be.  Many  persons  in 
our  township  send  their  children  to  the  adjacent  towns,  instead  of 
supporting  their  district  schools,  and  this  is  one  of  the  causes  why  our 
schools  are  not  in  a  better  condition,  and  another  cause  is,  the  major- 
ity of  the  people  in  the  township  are  not  willing  to  raise  more  than, 
one  hundred  dollars  for  school  purposes. 

The  amount  of  money  that  I  have  received  the  present  year,  viz. : 
Prom  township  tax $100  00 

"      State  appropriation 352  00 

"      Surplus  reveuue 227  3» 

$679  39* 
JOSEPH  R.  HACKETT, 

2'own  Superinteddent.. 


PILESGKOVE. 

As  respects  the  public  school  system,  I  will  say,  as  regards  thi» 
township,  we  would  be  benefitted  by  having  more  good  and  efficient 
teachers ;  also,  that  the  trustees  of  the  several  school  districts  take  a 
greater  interest  in  visiting  the  schools  than  is  usually  done,  and  see 
that  they  are  systematically  managed.  Last,  if  not  least,  for  the  pa- 
trons of  schools  to  be  more  liberal  in  allowing  the  trustees  to  offer 
more  compensation  for  good  and  efficient  teachers  than  is  usually  done, 
in  this  latitude. 

JAMES  WOOLMAN, 

Toivn  Superintendent.. 


It2  SCHOOL  EEPORT. 

prrrsGEOYE. 

I  have  nothing  new  or  interesting  to  communisate  to  you  as  differ- 
ing from  my  report  of  last  year,  but  the  cause  of  education  appears  to 
be  slowly,  yet  steadily  advancing  among  us. 

N.  G.  SWING,^ 

Town  Superintendent. 

UPPER  ALLOW  AYS  CEEEK. 

The  schools  in  our  township  have  been  kept  open  the  past  year 
about  ten  months. 

Since  the  last  annual  report  we  have  formed  one  new  district,  Quin- 
ton,  and  erected  a  very  creditable  school  house  therein.  We  have  at 
present  eleven  whole  districts  and  four  parts  of  districts.  Some  of 
our  schools  are  very  well  managed,  and  there  appears  to  be  cousider- 
rable  interest  manifested  by  both  trustees  and  parents  in  their  ad- 
vancement and  prosperity ;  others,  I  am  very  sorry  to  say  show  a 
great  neglect,  even  so  much  so  that  the  school  houses  are  much  out  of 
proper  repair,  badly  arranged  and  very  uncomfortable.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  this  will  be  remedied  the  coming  year.  It  is  my  purpose 
to  try  to  have  it  remedied. 

JOHN  LAMBERT, 

Town  Superintendent. 


FNIO]^  COUNTY. 


SPRINGFIELD. 


I  find  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  reports  from  the  teachers.  I  have 
concluded  to  refuse  to  pay  orders  until  I  have  received  a  report.  As 
the  reports  I  have  received  cover  only  a  part  of  the  time,  compel  me 
to  answer  the  best  I  can,  from  personal  observation.  A  further  diflS.- 
culty  exists  in  the  complex  practice  of  our  district  trustees  ;  one  dis- 
trict may  have  free  school  for  six  months ;  another  district  will  tax 
each  scholar  fifty  cents,  and  have  school  nine  months ;  another  district 
will  tax  each  scholar  from  one  to  two  dollars,  and  have  school  twelve 
months.  We  seldom  have  school  that  is  perfectly  free.  I  believe  the 
greatest  want  of  our  school  system  is  a  higher  tax  by  the  State.  Let 
the  State  raise  four  or  five  dollars  per  child,  instead  of  only  forty-three 
cents.  We  have  a  class  of  individuals  who  do  not  wish  to  send  their 
children  to  a  public  school,  and,  consequently,  they  establish  private 
■schools,  and  have  not  patriotism  enough  to  induce  them  to  vote  money 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  poor.  If  the  State  were  to  raise  money,  instead 
of  leaving  it  to  the  townships,  we  would  be  relieved  from  this  trouble. 
Let  the  State  furnish  money  enough  to  give  us  free  schools. 

JOHN  BEAN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


UNION. 

With  regard  to  my  written  report  I  have  but  little  to  offer.  Every 
thing  connected  with  the  schools  in  our  township  seems  to  have  moved 
along  much  in  the  same  manner  as  usual,  while  as  a  community,  we 
have  not  made  much  progress  in  our  interest  in  common  school  edu- 
cation, I  think  I  may  safely  say  that  we  have  not  retrogaded. 

District  No.  1  reports  84  children  ;  school  open  six  months ;  I  am 
informed  by  the  trustees,  without  the  aid  of  a  register,  that  about 
forty-five  have  attended  this  school ;  daily  attendance  about  thirty ; 
this  school  having  been  vacated  soon  after  my  appointment,  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  the  competency  of  the  teacher  or  progress  of 
the  scholars. 

District  No.  2, — this  school  has  been  kept  open  in  this  district  all 
the  year  in  charge  of  a  worthy  experienced  female  teacher. 

District  No.  3  reports  113  children,  being  the  largest  district  in  the 
township ;  this  school  has  been  open  all  the  year,  in  charge  of  an  ex- 
perienced male  teacher.  My  predecessor  called  this  the  model  school 
of  the  township. 

District  No.  4 — this  school  has  been  open  three  quarters,  under 
charge  of  a  good,  sound-minded,  energetic  and  experienced  female 
teacher,  who  has  had  charge  of  the  school  over  three  years,  and  is 
well  conducted,  and  the  children  making  rapid  progress  ;  the  comfort 
and  neatness  of  this  school  house  is  worthy  of  particular  notice. 

District  No.  5 — no  report,  in  fact  I  believe  no  such  district  exists, 
the  same  having  been  consolidated  some  time  since  with  district 
No.  4. 

District  No.  6 — no  school  has  been  open  in  this  district,  as  I  have 
been  informed,  for  the  last  two  years  ;  number  of  scholars  reported  is 
38.  Part  of  the  children  go  to  school  in  adjoining  districts,  and  part 
Imve  teachers  in  their  own  dwellings.  The  public  money  in  this 
district  is  not  drawn. 

District  No.  7 — this  school  is  still  under  the  charge  of  an  experi- 
enced and  thorough  male  teacher,  one  who  has  devoted  his  time  and 
attention  to  the  business  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  appears  success- 
ful ;  the  children  under  his  care  seem  to  take  a  lively  interest  in 
their  studies,  and  work  with  harmony  and  satisfaction.  Our  school 
houses  are  all  in  good  repair.  The  schools  have  not  been  quite  free, 
yet  they  are  made  free  by  the  voluntary  acts  of  the  parents  and  guar- 
dians of  the  children,  the  poor  paying  a  small  sum,  or  nothing,  while 
the  wealthier  pay  from  one  to  three  dollars  per  quarter,  over  and 
above  the  public  moneys  for  tuition. 
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In  conclusion,  I  would  say,  I  hope  the  day  is  not  far  distant,  when, 
•we  shall  have  free  schools,  free  press,  and  the  people  freed  from  con- 
ficription. 

NOAH  WOODRUFF, 

Town  Superintendent. 


EAHWAT. 

I  have  to  apologize  for  a  late  and  imperfect  report  on  our  school 
matters.  Owing  to  the  fact  of  no  proper  register  having  been  kept  in 
our  public  schools,  I  am  unable  to  give  you  a  report  of  the  attendance 
for  the  past  year,  but  will  endeavor  to  get  things  in  better  shape  for 
next  year.  I  have  nothing  further  to  add  to  my  report  at  this  time, 
except  that  it  would  be  desirable  for  our  school  oflBcers  to  have  some 
definite  instructions  as  to  the  right  waj  of  making  returns  in  the 
cases  of  those  schools  lying  jpartlj  in  two  or  more  townships.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  a  proper  understanding  on  this  point  would  promote 
accuracy  in  the  reports  rendered  to  the  state  superintendent. 

W.  E.  BLOODGOOp, 

Town  Superintendent. 


WESTFIELD. 

The  public  schools  in  this  township,  five  in  number,  are  for  the  most 
part  in  a  flourishing  condition.  Besides  these  there  are  two  private 
ones  of  about  thirty  scholars  taught  by  females.  The  teachers  are 
all  regularly  licensed  and  competent. 

Of  the  five  school  houses  in  the  township,  two  have  two  rooms 
each,  and  ample  play  grounds,  one  is  a  mere  shell,  and  all  with 
one  exception,  are  old  buildings  and  need  extensive  repairs. 

I  have  visited  each  school  once,  and  sometimes  twice  in  every  quar- 
ter. Registers  are  furnished  and  kept  by  all  the  teachers.  Public 
examinations  are  sometimes  held  and  attended  by  trustees  and  pat- 
rons. But  there  is  not  that  interest  manifested  in  our  schools  by 
trustees  that  is  desirable.  Nothing  operates  more  beneficially 
upon  a  school,  on  teachers  and  scholars  than  frequent  visitations  and 
examinations  by  parents,  trustees  and  others. 

The  branches  taught  in  our  schools  are,  reading,  writing,  composi- 
tion, geography,  history,  English  grammar,  rudiments  of  latin,  arith- 
metic, geometry,  algebra,  rhetoric,  philosophy  and  astronomy.  Ther« 
are  globes  in  three  of  the  schools,  but  for  the  most  part  all  need  a 
proper  school  aparatus. 

In  my  opinion  (formed  from  my  experience  for  three  years  past^ 
the  free  school  system  will  ever  remain  incomplete,  until  free  schools 
are  established  in  every  township  of  the  State. 

EDWIN  DOWNER, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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ELIZABETH. 

The  undersigned  has  endeavored  to  answer  the  questions  addressed 
to  him  by  you,  in  the  papers  marked,  "  series  I  and  II."  Never  were 
the  public  schools  in  this  city  in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than 
they  are  at  the  present  time.  The  number  of  children  that  attend 
these  schools  is  large  and  each  successive  year  increases.  The  de- 
portment of  the  pupils  is  highly  exemplary,  while  the  instruction  they 
receive  is  thorough  and  practical.  Special  attention,  during  the  year, 
has  been  given  to  English  grammar,  declamation  and  composition, 
subjects  which  are  too  much  neglected  in  many  of  our  common 
schools. 

The  teachers  are  well  educated ;  they  love  their  work,  and  perform 
it  with  zeal  and  ability.  The  compensation  which  they  receive,  will 
compare  favorably  with  that  given  to  the  same  class  of  instructors  in 
other  parts  of  the  state.  This  remuneration,  in  consequence  of  the 
greatly  enhanced  price  of  living  will,  without  doubt,  be  increased,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  next  year. 

The  citizens  of  Elizabeth,  take  a  deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  of 
their  public  schools,  and  are  resolved  to  have  them  rank  among  the 
best  in  the  State.  For  this  very  reason,  they  pay  cheerfully  the  large 
tax  that  is  annually  assessed  for  the  support  of  common  schools. 
These  it  is  the  duty  of  the  city  superintendent  to  visit  and  examine 
monthly,  and  to  present  a  written  report  of  the  results  of  such  visiting 
and  examination  to  the  board  of  school  commissioners.  This  prac- 
tice, on  the  part  of  the  superintendent,  has  a  most  admirable  effect  on 
both  teachers  and  pupils.  Public  examinations  are  held  at  the  close 
of  each  term,  at  which  time,  the  scholars  are  thoroughly  reviewed  on 
all  the  studies  gone  over  during  the  session.  About  the  Christmas 
holidays,  for  the  entertainment  of  their  parents  and  friends,  the  pu- 
pils in  the  grammar  departments,  have  some  literary  exercises,  con- 
sisting, principally  of  declamation,  dialogues,  and  reading  of  compo- 
sitions. On  such  occasions  there  is  always  an  intelligent  and  crowded 
audience. 

In  conclusion,  it  may  in  truth  be  said,  that  the  common  schools  in 
this  city,  stand  in  the  very  foremost  rank  with  the  best  free  schools 
in  the  state. 

J.  YOUNG, 

City  Superintendent. 


WARREN  COUNTY. 


OXFORD. 


I  herewith  return  series  No.  11,  with  answers  annexed.      I  report 
four  male  and  four  female  teachers,  not  that  this  is  a  uniform  thing. 
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"We  have  more  female  teachers  in  the  summer  and  more  male  teachers 
in  the  winter,  making  on  an  average  about  four  of  each.  I  have  also 
reported  an  average  salary,  some  get  more ;  some  get  less. 

"We  have  seven  hundred  and  seventy-one  (771)  children  in  this 
township  between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  ;  of  these  one  hundred 
and  twenty  (120)  attend  school  outside  the  township,  leaving  six 
hundred  and  fifty-one  (651)  who  attend  within  the  township.  As  to 
the  wants  of  our  present  school  system,  I  do  not  feel  myself  compe- 
tent to  decide.  Much  has  been  done  to  augment  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion within  our  State,  yet  I  believe  the  system  still  imperfect.  Here- 
tofore, we  have  received  for  the  support  of  our  schools  a  small  yearly 
income  from  the  surplus  revenue.  This  has  now  been  absorbed  by 
the  war,  or  rather  the  principal  has  been  used  up  to  pay  bounties  ; 
we  still  have  a  certain  amount  of  state  fund,  which  is  not  the  one- 
tenth  part  of  what  is  needed  to  keep  our  schools  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition. It  is  true  we  have  a  law  giving  the  inhabitants  of  the  town- 
ships the  privilege  to  vote  a  specified  sum  for  school  purposes.  But 
we  frequently  find  the  wealthy  and  influential  among  us  opposing  the 
raising  of  a  township  tax  for  the  support  of  schools,  especially  at  these 
times  of  high  taxes ;  the  consequence  is  we  sometimes  raise  none, 
sometimes  one  dollar  per  scholar,  sometimes  two,  seldom  three  dol- 
lars per  scholar.     Therefore,  the  system  is  not  regular. 

A  farmer  may  feed  his  stock  good  in  the  winter  of  1864  and  they 
will  be  in  good  condition  in  the  spring  of  1865  ;  but  if  he  puts  them 
on  half  allowance  in  the  winter  of  ]  865  they  will  be  weak  and  feeble 
in  the  spring  of  1866.  Farmers  know  that  to  keep  stock  in  good  con- 
dition tlie  feed  must  be  good,  regular  and  plentiful.  But  when  we 
call  upon  them  to  furnish  the  means  to  provide  proper  food  for  the 
minds  of  the  rising  generation,  they  (many  of  them)  do  not  seem  to 
see  the  importance  of  it,  and  it  is  therefore  difficult  to  get  their  con- 
tributions and  influence. 

I  consider  no  school  system  perfect,  that  does  not  establish  free 
schools  in  every  township  in  the  State,  and  place  competent  teachers 
in  every  school  district,  furnishing  funds  suf&cient  to  keep  each  school 
open  at  least  three  quarters,  or  nine  months  in  each  year  ;  thus  affor- 
ding each  and  every  child  (rich  or  poor),  the  opportunity  to  acquire  » 
liberal  edueation. 

Parents,  guardians  and  trustees  in  school  districts  might  add  muoh 
to  the  progress  of  education,  by  paying  frequent  visits  to  tlie  schools, 
leaving  a  few  words  of  encouragement  with  the  pupils  at  each  risik, 
but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  these  visits  are  too  few ;  in  some  districts 
a  whole  quarter  passing  off  without  the  shadow  of  a  trustee,  a  parent 
or  a  guardian  entering  the  school  room. 

I  hope  that  the  school  system  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey  may  con- 
tinue to  sweep  away  its  present  imperfections,  as  it  has  its  former 
ones,  and  that  it  will  continue  its  march  toward  perfection,  until  it 
shall  be  surpassed  by  none. 

GEO.  T.  WILSON, 

Town  Siiperintendent. 
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FKANKLIN. 


There  are  in  this  township  ten  districts,  from  four  of  which  the  children 
attend  school  in  adjoining  townships.  The  returns  of  those  districts  are 
not  included  in  the  accompanying  report.  The  six  remaining  districts 
have  maintained  free  schools  about  nine  months  the  past  year.  The 
present  mode  of  apportioning  the  public  school  money  among  the 
several  districts  is,  in  my  opinion,  open  to  very  grave  objections,  and 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  improvement  of  some  of  our  schools, 
and  the  interest  of  public  education  generally,  would  be  greatly  pro- 
moted by  a  change  in  this  respect. 

By  the  present  mode  of  distribution,  based  as  it  is,  not  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  several  school  districts,  but  upon  the  number  of  chil- 
dren re])orted  to  the  town  superintendent,it  necessarily  results  that  those 
districts  wliich  need  the  least  assistance  receive  the  most,  while  those 
which  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  supporting  a  school,  as  in  the 
sparsely  settled  rural  districts,  actually  receive  the  least  assistance  from 
the  public  funds.  Whether  this  inequality  could  be  entirely  obviated 
except  by  uiaking  the  schools  of  the  township  free,  is  perhaps  doubt- 
ful. But  it  certainly  is  an  evil  which  it  seems  to  me  ought  to  be 
remedied  so  far  as  practicable,  by  appropriate  legislation. 

JAMES  VLIET, 

Town  Superintendent. 


GREENWICH. 


The  greatest  lack  in  our  schools  is  the  irregular  attendance  of  the 
scholars;  if  something  can  be  done  to  induce  them  to  attend  school 
regularly,  the  progress  in  the  dilferent  studies  \\\\\  be  much  greater. 
This  year  we  get  no  revenue  interest  (the  principal  being  used  for 
bounties),  which  reduces  onr  school  fund  so  much  that  hereafter  we 
cannot  keep  the  schools  open  during  the  year  without  paying  some 
tuition.  The  question  now  is,  how  shall  the  fund  be  raised  ?  Taxes 
are  getting  burdensome,  and  I  fear  the  people  will  not  consent  to  have 
the  tax  higher  than  three  dollars  per  scholar.  "Would  not  the  schools 
be  better  attended  by  levying  a  small  tax  on  each  scholar  who  at- 
tends school  ?  I  think  they  would,  and  something  must  be  done,  or 
we  shall  lose  our  best  teachers — times  are  very  tight  with  them  now. 
I  would  recommend  paying  a  part  tuition  with  the  free  money  as  an 
experiment,  and  try  it  for  one  year,  unless  you  or  the  legislature  can 
devise  some  better  plan. 

I  have  received  the  Guyot  maps,  and  delivered  a  copy  to  each 
school  in  the  township.  I  am  pleased  with  them,  and  trust  they  will 
be  as  nseful  as  they  are  ornamental.  We  are  trying  to  get  up  a 
teacher's  institute  in  the  township  to  be  held  monthly  ;  I  am  in  favor 
of  something  of  that  kind,  and  trust  yon  will  hear  from  us  at  the 
proper  time. 

JAMES  HULSHIZER, 

Town  Superintendent, 
12 
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LOPATCONG. 

Some  children  beloDging  to  this  township,  whose  parents  are 
Koman  Catholics,  attend  a  Koman  Catholic  school  outside  of  the 
township,  but  for  such  attendance  receive  no  benefit  from  me.  There 
are  three  whole  school  districts  in  this  township,  and  two  parts  of 
school  districts. 

In  my  opinion  the  teachers  of  our  public  schools  do  not  receive 
suttlcient  compensation  for  their  labor  in  these  times  of  high  prices. 
I  have  thought  for  several  years  back  that  the  school  laws  of  our  State 
are  defective.  If  they  recommend  us  to  raise  money  by  taxation  for 
the  support  of  public  schools,  they  oirght  also  (to  contain  a  clause  that 
would)  hold  out  an  inducement  for  regular  attendance  on  the  part  of 
the  children,  or  a  mild  coercien  to  accomplish  the  same  object. 

JOHN  B.  WELDON, 

Town  Superintendent. 


HACKETTSTOWN. 

There  is  very  little  to  communicate  in  regard  to  the  schools  of  this 
borough.  Our  academies  are  much  more  comfortable  and  inviting 
than  they  were  in  former  years,  and  are  supplied  with  good  teachers. 
One  great  trouble  in  our  schools  is  the  irregularity  in  the  attendance 
of  the  pupils  —  a  great  injury  to  the  children  and  perplexing  to 
teachers,  preventing  the  proper  classifying  of  the  pupils. 

THEODORE  CRANE. 

Town  Sujyeriritendent. 


MANSFIELD. 

In  regard  to  reports  I  would  state  that  I  have  received  no  reports 
from  any  district.  There  should  be  some  forfeit  on  every  teacher 
who  neglects  to  make  out  a  report  quartei-ly.  A  form  of  such  report 
should  be  placed  in  every  school.  There  should  be  some  remedy  for 
this  defect,  in  my  opinion. 

If  it  could  be,  there  should  be  not  more  than  one  kind  of  reading 
book  of  the  same  grade,  as  it  multiplies  classes  to  the  detriment  of  the 
school. 

I  have  visited  five  of  the  schools  two  and  three  times  each,  finding 
them  quite  well  attended.  These  schools  are  in  the  township.  I  have 
visited  four  of  the  others,  each  once.  They  are  outside  the  lines,  and 
in  other  townships.  Three  others  outside  the  lines,  at  the  farthest  ex- 
tremity of  my  boundaries,  I  have  not  been  able,  in  consequence  of 
pressing  business,  to  visit  in  person ;  but  I  have  been  informed  from 
time  to  time  of  their  condition  by  their  trustees.  There  are  but  few 
of  our  childien,  however,  attending  these  schools.  One  school  in  the 
township  is  building  a  new  house,  and  is  now  about  ready  to  com- 
mence school.     The  interest  manifested  concerning  education  does  no 
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seem  in  any  degree  abated,  although  the  war  lias  been  making  its 
deinands,and  some  of  our  county  money  formerly  appropriated  to  school 
purposes,  has  been  used.  Yet  all  are  anxious  to  have  the  schools  kept 
open. 

Eight  of  our  schools  have  been  kept  open  about  one  year ;  three 
about  three  quarters  of  the  year;  one,  about  one  quarter  of  the  year. 

D.  M.  CO  UGLE 

Town  Superintendent. 


PAHAQUARKY. 

As  superintendent,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  lay  before  you  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  schools  in  this  township.  On  visiting  the  schools,  I  am  not  a 
stranger  to  its  difficulties,  and  must  say  I  can  sympathise  with  teach- 
ers who  profess  to  me  that  neither  the  trustees  or  employers  enter 
the  school  room  to  encourage  the  teaclier  or  pupils.  The  want 
of  attention  paid  to  the  tuition  of  youth  is  lamentable,  compared  with 
its  vital  importance ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  all  profess  to  be  lovers  of 
the  cause  of  education.  The  fact  is,  parents  and  guardians  pay  far 
more  attention  to  their  various  occupations,  than  to  the  culture  of  the 
minds  of  their  children. 

GEO.  M.  YAN  CAMPEN, 

Town  Superintendent. 


PHILLIPSBUEG. 

In  connection  with  the  report,  "  series  No.  2,"  I  would  beg  leave  to 
state  that,  the  requirements  of  the  law  have  been  faithfully  obeyed.  I 
have  visited  our  schools  oftener  than  the  letter  of  the  law  required, 
though  not  so  often  as  my  inclination  prompted  me  to  do.  I  have 
also  been  met  with  uniform  kindness  and  apparent  satisfaction  by  the 
teachers,  and  every  facility  offered  me  to  mark  the  progress  made  by 
the  pupils,  under  the  instruction  now  given  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  state 
that  a  visible  improvement,  in  discipline,  by  the  teachers,  and,  as  a 
sequence,  in  mental  acquirements  by  the  scholars,  has  been  made  dur- 
ing the  past  year. 

The  range  of  studies  embraced  in  the  curriculum  of  our  schools,  is 
from  the  alphabet  to  book-keeping ;  the  languages  or  higher  mathemat- 
ics are  not  taught.  Singing,  I  am  happy  to  say,  has  been  introduced, 
and  successfully  employed,  as  a  relaxation  and  enjoyment  to  the  schol- 
ars, in  one  of  our  schools;  and  I  would  recommend  its  introduction 
into  all  schools,  where  practicable,  as  a  soothing  and  reflnino-  princi- 
ple. Our  teachers,  as  a  whole,  are  faithful,  and  up  to  the  standard  in- 
tellectually required.  All  are  licensed.  Some  are  singularly  well 
adapted  for  the  position  they  occupy,  being  truly  teaohers,  a  title, 
by  the  way,  which  comparatively  few  can  lay  an  honest  claim  to.  I 
do  believe  that  the  great  want  of  our  public  school  system,  after  all 
that  has  been   or   can  be  said  about  the  matter,  is  teachers — livino- 
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epistles,  known  and  read  of  all — men  and  women,  whose  life-work  i» 
to  teach ;  who  feel  themselves  called  to  labor  in  the  world's  educa- 
tional nnrsery,  and  in  continuing  there,  gather  ripe  and  useful  attain- 
ments by  grand  experience.  Teaching  is  an  art,  at  once  noble  and 
difficult.  Xo  one  can  acquire  it  but  bj  time  and  patience,  hence  the 
loud  call  for  life-long  and  whole-hearted  devotion  in  the  business ;  a 
vital  enthusiasm  permeating  every  effort,  to  crown  these  efforts  with 
success. 

Our  schools,  generally,  are  net  filled  by  such  teachers.  Why  ?  The 
profession  of  teaching  is  not  held  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  as 
nono?alle,  as  it  should  be.  The  very  word  schoolmaster  is  used  by 
many  sneeringly.  The  remuneration  given  grudgingly,  little  as  it  is ; 
and  given  almost  as  an  act  of  charity.  Under  such  discouraging  cir- 
cumstances, is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  miserably  paid  though  com- 
petent instructors  will  look  for  something  else  to  do  ;  or  if  compelled 
by  force  of  circumstances  to  labor  on  like  the  mill  horse,  it  will  be  a 
round  of  lifeless  hopelessness  and  profitless  toil. 

The  people  must  be  educated  to  esteem  the  work  of  the  teacher 
second  in  importance  only  to  the  work  of  the  minister.  The  best 
method  of  doing  so  I  submit  to  your  judgment  and  consideration. 

The  evils  of  irregular  attendance  are  visible  every  where  in  our 
schools,  counteracting  the  well  meant  efforts  of  the  teachers,  and  pro- 
ducing carelessness  and  indiff"erence  in  the  scholars,  and  it  is  an  incubus 
which  must  be  shaken  off  before  any  steady,  permanent  good  will  re- 
sult from  our  public  school  in.-truction.  Teachers  can  do  much  to 
prevent  irregularity  in  some  of  the  scholars,  but  in  the  great  majority 
of  such  cases  parents  can  do  more;  will  they  do  it? 

These  animadversions  do  not  apply  directly,  either  to  our  schools  or 
our  people  as  a  unit ;  very  many  in  this  community  deplore  the  exis- 
tence of  these  facts,  are  unable  to  eradicate  the  evils,  but  remedy  them 
as  best  they  can,  for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation. 

Our  schools  are  free  for  ten  monts  in  the  year  ;  two  months  allowed 
for  vacation  ;  that  is  something  to  us  ;  the  salaries  of  our  teachers  are 
not  commensurate  with  the  times.  That  to  them  is  a  great  deal,  and 
ought  to  be  remedied.  If  we  are  to  have  good  schools,  we  must  pay 
our  teachers  good  wages,  and  we  will  secure  what  we  want,  good 
teachers,  or  it  will  be  our  own  fault. 

The  per  centage  of  regular  attendance  of  the  whole  number  of  chil- 
dren, as  answered  in  series  Xo.  2,  is  perhaps  too  high  ;  as  given  it 
would  be  the  per  centage  of  attendance  only — for  regular  attendance — 
for  the  time  the  pupils  came,  it  would  not  probably  run  over  fifty  per 
cent  of  the  whole  number  attending  public  schools.  But  we  would 
be  unjust  to  ourselves,  audit  would  not  present  a  true  picture  of  our 
town's  educational  facts,  to  let  these  figures  pass  without  comment. 
TVe  have  spoken  only  of  our  public  schools,  and  the  figures  are  cor- 
rect so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  but  there  is  in  our  midst  a  large  and 
flourishing  catholic  school,  whose  average  attendance  I  am  informed, 
is  over  one  hundred  during  the  year,  and  one  or  two  private  schools, 
having  a  limited  number  of  scholars,  which  runs  up  the  regular  facili- 
ties for  education  of  the  children  in  our  town  to  over  ninety   per  cent 
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or  the  benefits  of  an  education — more  or  less — given  to  nearly  all  the 
children  reported  between  the  legal  ages. 

This  report  embraces  the  year  from  December  1st,  1863,  to  Decem- 
ber 1st,  1864.  Some  of  the  trustees  have  visited  the  schools,  none  as 
often  as  they  ought. 

The  improvements  to  our  schools  during  the  year  consists  in  the 
building  of  a  cistern  and  pump  in  the  2d  district,  rendering  it  conve- 
nient for  cleanliness,  and  in  case  of  fire,  useful.  We  have  also  added 
some  outline  maps  and  charts  to  other  educational  helps  in  district 
No.  1. 

WM.  E.  WILSOX, 

Town  Superintendent. 
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